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THE DALAI LAMA 

Preview 


Despite the rapid advances made by civilization in this century, 
the most immediate cause of our present dilemma is our undue 
emphasis on material development alone. We have become so 
engrossed in its pursuit that, without even knowing it, we have 
neglected to foster the most basic human needs of love, kindness, 
cooperation and caring. If we do not know someone or find another 
reason for not feeling connected with a particular individual or 
group, we simply ignore them. But the development of human 
society is based entirely on people helping each other. Once we 
have lost the essential humanity that is our foundation, what is the 
point of pursuing only material improvement ? 

The dilemma is dramatically highlighted by the history of the 
exploitation of uranium. In their eagerness to create nuclear 
weapons and then to exploit the potential resources of nuclear 
energy, scientists and politicians have underestimated or 
overlooked the long term harmful effect, both to people and the 
environment. What is required to counter this is the development 
of proper sense of responsibility based on compassion for our 
fellow human beings. Everyone desires happiness and does not 
want suffering. Moreover, we all have an equal right to avoid 
suffering and pursue happiness. 

With regard to the effects of uranium, we are concerned with 
the rights not only of many otherwise defenceless people living now 
in various parts of the world, but also those of future generations. I 
feel strongly that the cause of peace in the world is inseparable from 
our ability and willingness to protect the rights of others. The 
greatest single danger facing all living beings on this planet is the 
threat of nuclear destruction. At a time of concern for increasing 
democratic freedoms and human rights it is contradictory to 
continue to pursue policies that take little account of every living 
being’s right to life. 






(Vi) 

These questions have a significant bearing on my country, 
Tibet. Since the Chinese occupied our land they have sought to 
exploit Tibet’s previously untapped uranium deposits. They have 
sited nuclear weapons bases at "various locations on the Tibetan 
plateau, which pose a strategic threat to peace in Asia. Finally, they 
have recklessly disposed of nuclear waste on our territory. 

We Tibetans have a unique and distinct cultural heritage. 
There is much in our understanding of the mind, our medical 
knowledge and our respectful attitude to the environment that can 
be of widespread benefit to others. Unfortunately, during the last 
few decades, our nation and culture have been deliberately attacked 
and even our land with its precious resources have been plundered. 
We like our own culture and our own land. We have a right to 
preserve them. We are six million people with a right to live as 
human beings. Tibet’s nuclear potential is one of the reasons we 
have been denied our rights. 

The issue of Tibet is very much linked with the overall 
situation in China. So long as a hard line or authoritarian system 
remains in control in Beijing, there is not much chance for change. 
The real issue is democracy in China. It is clear that many Chinese 
want democracy and freedom. As the democratic spirit gains 
strength, the political leaders will be compelled to carry out greater 
liberalisation. In that context I am sure we can find a proper 
solution to the Tibetan problem and in doing so relieve the nuclear 
threat that hangs over the entire region. 

The key to progress is to increase awareness of the issue in the 
international community. With this book dealing with the question 
of uranium and Tibet. M.G. Chitkara has once again shown himself 
to be a true friend of my people. I am confident that readers will 
gain a much clearer understanding of the issues involved and I hope 
will join me in looking forward to the reestablishment of a nuclear 
free zone in Tibet. 


May 24,1995 


Foreword 


Tibet, now known as the autonomous region of China, is still 
shrouded with mistery. It is known as the ancient and yet a living 
home of Mahayana Buddhism. For centuries Tibet was a seat of 
Buddhist practices and learning. Its influence was fell far and wide. 
For the Indian foreign policy makers Tibet has been a corner stone 
of its northern security system for the last more than 100 years. 
Independent India accepted Tibet as an autonomous region of the 
People’s Republic of China. The India-China understanding, 
however, broke down late in the fiftees resulting in Dalai Lama 
taking shelter in India. The deteriorating Sino-Indian relationship 
led to the China’s attack: and claims on vast Indian territory. While 
one may dispute the wisdom of Indian’s foreign policy, it is obvious 
that India-China friendship, wherein Tibet occupies a pivotal place, 
is essential for Asian security and development. 

The present work is an attempt by Mr. M.G. Chitkara to 
analyse and understand the present situation on Tibet, particularly 
in the context of China’s nuclear programme. Mr. M.G. Chitkara 
has undertaken the venture with a deep sense of conviction. He has 
tapped material on the subject from various sources and has 
succeeded to an appreciable degree, notwithstanding, serious 
limitations of the subject. Mr. M.G. Chitkara has described in 
details the various components of the present situation in Tibet, 
including its historical claims of being a distinct identity and a 
Nation. Tibet is also rich in mineral resources particularly 
Uranium, which is a vital component for any nuclear programme. 
The author has dealt in details how Tibet has been treated by the 
Chinese as a dumping ground for the nuclear waste. He has also 
delineated on the serious dimensions of environmental catastrophe 
that has over taken Tibet due to indiscriminate exploitation of its 
natural resources. He also projects that China is a destabilising 
factor threatening its neighbours. 





A work of this nature is bound to be controverts particularly 
when written with a deep sense of conviction. This is however, a 
sign of importance that Tibet still occupies in the minds of policy 
makers and the scholars. I am sure that the book will be useful from 
several points of view. 


(RAMA KANT) 
Director, 


South Asia Studies Centre 
University of Rajasthan 
Jaipur 


Preface 


Tibet is the homeland of a distinct and ancient nation. It 
enjoyed independence since centuries and de-facto independence 
atleast from 1912, when Tibetans succeeded in ousting the Chinese 
from Tibet by an armed action and declared independence. 

Tibet is having mineral resources in abundance but these had 
not been fully explored till recently. Truly speaking, Tibet is 
bestowed with enormous natural diversities. These natural gifts 
resulted in human adaptation mechanism leading to socio-cultural 
diversity. Among these bountiful natural resources, Uranium has 
been signified in this work as one of the natural elements, which has 
been subjected to rapid depletion by the Chinese. The abundant 
natural mineral resources of Tibet are being rapidly plundered. The 
study reveals that these natural resources including Uranium 
tempted the colonial China to occupy Tibet to satisfy its lust for 
wealth and power. Tibet has been enslaved because of its natural 
resources and hidden wealth. 

To emerge as a world nuclear power, China was interested in 
Uranium rich Tibet. China today exploits Tibet for mining and 
exploration of Uranium, production of nuclear weapons and as a 
store house for radio-active waste. Uranium as a source of atomic 
energy is not being utilized for peaceful purposes but mainly for the 
production of sophisticated nuclear weapons and has posed a real 
danger to India’s security. 

The world is changing. Tibet is likely to regain its lost glory. 
Situations change rapidly and the present set-up would also 
undergo changes hopefully for the better. The changes come and do 
come in very unexpected way. His ways are many and curious. 
Providence has its own way of setting wrongs in the right direction. 

A book on Uranium in Tibet might be considered an 
ambitious undertaking at present, when the information regarding 
Uranium is scarcely available. The information on Tibet is much 
concealed and only stray reports reach the international community 
and some of such reports get published. However, the information 
that has leaked through, gives an idea of the extent to which the 
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Chinese could ravage Tibet, its people, their culture, their freedom 
and its natural resources. 

“Toxic Tibet under Nuclear China”, is indeed a continuation 
of my earlier book “Tibet—A Reality”. The fight of Tibetan people 
is the fight against injustice. The state of affairs as prevailing today 
in Tibet tempted me to attempt a deeper study of the events and the 
present contribution is a humble endeavour in that direction. The 
work is only an introductory approach to this colossal problem 
created by China in the region and it is hoped that serious scholars 
would find an impetus in this small volume to study the issues in 
greater depth. 


(M. G. Chitkara) 


An Appreciation 


M. Ramajois 

The greed of a few individuals is dangerous to National Life, 
similarly the greed of a Nation is disastrous to peaceful 
international life. This eternal truth is discernible from the book 
entitled Toxic Tibet under Nuclear China” authored by M. G. 
Chitkara. The author traces the history of Tibet which lived as a 
unique Nation for more than two thousand years, which had all the 
attributes of an independent Slate, and a rich cultural, religious, 
artistic and traditional heritage evolved by its Saints and Seers, 
reformers and seekers of truth and had made unique contributions 
to humanity. The author points out that philosophy of Tibet is not 
very dissimilar to Hindu Upanishads and the Tibetan Jatakas are on 
the lines of Hindu Puranas. He also points out to the strong 
bondage of love between Tibet and India and the reverance with 
which Tibetans look at India in view of the fact that all their places 
of pilgrimage namely Varanasi, Bodh-Gaya, Kashinagar and Sanchi 
are located in India. 

In the book the author has brought out how Tibet remained an 
independent Buddhist Nation for hundreds of centuries and that 
such a peace loving Nation was attacked by the Chinese in 1950 and 
was occupied forcibly and since then it had been subjected to 
various kinds of onslaughts, and as a result millions of Tibetans 
have died or went out as refugees. The author refers to the 
resolutions adopted by the United Nations in the year 1965, which 
characterised Chinese acts, as Murder, rape, arbitrary 
imprisonment, torture, cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment of 
Tibetans thereby completely destroying their freedom and identity. 
The author points out that in the crackdown operation launched in 
the wake of the National Uprising of 10th March 1959 in Lhasa, 
10,000 to 15,000 Tibetans were killed within three days. Thousands 
of Tibetans have migrated from Tibet rather than to submit to such 
inhuman treatment. 

The International Commission of Jurist’s Legal Enquiry 
Committee report alluded to in the book shows that the Tibet 
enjoyed the*conditions of Statehood as generally accepted under 






international law in that the people of Tibet were having their own 
territory and had a Government which functioned within the 
territory conducting their own affairs free from any outside 
authority. 

After the invasion of Tibet by the Chinese, according to the 
estimate of the Tibet Government in exile, the Chinese population 
in Tibet stood at 7.5 Millions as against the total number of 
Tibetans including those in exile which is about 6.2 Millions. His 
holiness Dalai Lama laments that his Countrymen and women are 
today in grave danger of becoming nothing more than a tourist 
attraction in their own country. 

The author points out that Hitler engineered large scale 
population transfer and Stalin carried out many such plans with 
tragic results, and that today, China is implementing similar policy 
in Tibet with disastrous consequences. Another serious violation of 
human rights to which the author refers, which is heart rending is 
that young boys and girls of Tibet are being subjected to coercive 
birth control measures to stem the growth of Tibetan population, 
and in this process hundreds of childrens in teens are taken away 
from their parents and forcibly sterilized. 

The author points out that richest deposit of Uranium which is 
the mineral wealth of Tibet had become a curse for Tibet in view of 
the greed of China for becoming a super atomic power in the 
World, it is rendering a large part of the Tibet hazardous on 
account of depositing of Radio Active Waste through their mining 
activity which remain dangerous for lakhs of years and would be 
highly harmful to human, animal and plant life. 

The author quotes the observations of Dr. Rajendra Prasad, 
the First President of India in his speech dated 24lh October 1962, 
in which he said “Freedom is the most sacred boon and it has to be 

protected by all means”.“Therefore, Tibet has to be liberated 

from the iron grip of China and handed over to the Tibetans”. 

“The Chinese invaders have plundered Tibet and destroyed its 
peaceful citizens. We have, therefore, to try hard to rescue Tibet 
from the bloody clutches of plunder and let its people breathe free 
air. The author has rightly pointed out that it is the responsibility 
of India to ensure that the voice of Tibet is not muted for ever and 
the Tibetans are not snuffed out of existence by Chinese. 
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r .• The aulhor observes that unless drastic steps are taken by 
In ia without any further delay, the successful containment of 
China even at the Indo-Tibetan border is rather dim and the result 
o any large scale Chinese occupation of the northern territories of 
India would have severe repercussions in Asia and would be fatal 
for the free World’s survival in this continent and also for the 
security of India. 

The author traces the reason for the fate of Tibet which it is 
facing since the Chinese invasion in the year 1950. The author 
points out that while Chinese were sharpening their axes Tibetans 
being by nature peace loving people were busy in chanting “Om 
Mam Padme Hum”, ‘OM’ symbolizing the pure, exalted body, 
speech, and the mind of Buddha, ‘Mani’ meaning jewel-fulfilling the 
wishes of sentient beings and capable of removing poverty, ‘Padme’ 
symbolizing wisdom, and the final syllable Hum indicating 
indivisibility. 

The state and fate of Tibet graphically depicted in the book is 
a sad commentary on the functioning of United Nations. We have 
seen in recent years that when Iraq occupied the weak Kuwait, the 
International law and the United Nation came to the rescue of 
Kuwait and after fierceful war Kuwait was liberated from the grip of 
Iraq and Freedom was restored. But unfortunately the United 
Nations has not taken similar action to rescue independence for the 
Tibet. The reason is not far to seek. The powerful America was 
interested in Kuwait and therefore United Nations took action to 
secure freedom for Kuwait. But unfortunately, no powerful Nation 
is interested in securing freedom for Tibet. 

On a reading of the book, the conclusion which is irresistible is 
that, even today in the field of International law by and large Law of 
Jungle Le., Might is Right prevails. Otherwise there is no reason why 
Tibet continues to suffer. 

We are seeing with our own eyes how thousands of Tibetans 
who have taken refuge in India are suffering being driven out of 
their Homeland. It should, however, be said to their credit that they 
being Dharma abiding people are living peacefully in India carrying 
on their avocation without giving room for any problem for us. 

The author also points out that despite more than four 
decades of oppression and tyranny, the spirit of Tibet remains 
uncrushed, alive and defiant, too. The Tibetans are well aware that 
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odds arc heavily against them, but they are confident of achieving 
their goal of restoring to themselves their home land, as long as 
they remain determined to continue their struggle for 
independence. As great poet Kalidasa declared 

“KA IPSITARTAHA STHIRANISCHAYAMMANAHA 
PAYASCHA NIMNABHIMUKHAMPRATEEPAYET' 

Who can send back a mountain torrent rushing down or 
prevent a determined mind from achieving its goal ? None. 

Let the Tibetans continue to fight to get back their Homeland 
under the Holy leadership of Dalai Lama. There is no doubt 
‘Dharma’ is on their side. Accordingly to our belief which is also of 
the Tibetans, Victory for Dharma is certain (Yato Dharma Stato 
Jayaha). 

Great effort, industry, and application of mind has gone into 
the preparation of this book which is an eye opener to the World. 
The author deserves accolade from all freedom loving people. 

The information given in the book arc based on authentic 
sources cited at appropriate places. I am sure that this Book of the 
author will generate lot of good will and support for the fight for 
Freedom of Tibetans. 


(M.RAMAJOIS) 
Retired Chief Justice 
Punjab and Haryana High Court 
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Chapter 1 


Tibetan Nation : A Distinct Identity 


Of all the bonds which defined Tibetans as a people and 
as a nation, religion was undoubtedly the strongest. Buddhist 
folklore and teachings regulated the people's lives, festivals, 
holidays, work ethics, family chores as well as the national 
issues: Tibet remained a proud and independent Buddhist 
nation, quite distinguishable and distinct from other nations, 
until its occupation by China. 

—Deendayal Upadhayaya, Political Diary 

The high altitude and geographical situations of Tibet had 
formed the most effective barriers for outside influences and had 
bestowed it with a distinct identity. L. Austine Waddell, portraits 
Tibet as, the mystic land of the Grand Lamas, joint God and King 
of many millions, is still the most impenetrable country in the 
world. Behind its icy barriers, reared round it by Nature herself, and 
almost unsurmountable, its priests guard its passes jealously against 
foreigners. 1 This description clearly implies that the people living in 
this part of the world had separate entity. Tibet’s highly strategic 
position, separating great continents and great powers—India, 
China and Russia, has all along been adopting time role of stability 
and peace and kept it a separate existence. 

Tibet has existed as a unified Nation for more than 2,000 years. 
Throughout its history, the Tibet had all the attributes of an 
independent State. Tibet with its rich religious, cultural, artistic, 
traditional heritage through its Saints and Seers; reformers and 
seekers of truth had its unique contributions to the humanity. 

Tibet is like no other country of the world, those who do not 
know it, it is next to impossible to form a just conception of its 
grandeur of the wild immensity of its desolate uplands, its mountain 
peaks, its tremendous gorges. Peter Fleming describes it as a 
vacuum when he says : Apart from a few populated valleys, it is a 
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;?revolv"d Ttat religion had a very imporlani place in Tibc, was 
CTMen^l by the numerous monasteries all over the country, some 
7l wS like Sera, Drepung, Oendeu, Teshilhnnpo and Dergewere 
very large and had more than five thousand monks in each. Almost 
«ry TOetan family was proud to contribute one member to the 

religious order. 3 

Richardson in his book, A Short History of Tibet, stress^ the 
Doint that the Tibetans have never recognised any affinity with the 
Chinese. Commenting on the long history of their struggle against 
the Chinese and the fact that even at present a hundred thousand 
Tibetans have migrated from Tibet rather than submit to the 
Chinese attempt to assimilate them, Richardson says : 4 From this 
story, the Tibetans emerge as a people deeply conscious of their 
separateness and resenting foreign intrusion into their way of life, 
devoted to preserving their peculiar culture, institutions and above 
all their religion; united by sharing unquestioningly the same ideas 
rather than by being fitted into any close administrative system; not 
covetously or aggressively inclined towards their neighbours but 
seek in to maintain their own rights by stubborn persistence rather 
than by violence; more interested in the reality of independence 
than in the show of it. For 1,300 years they succeeded in preserving 
a purely Tibetan form of government, changing and developing to 
meet different circumstances but always containing elements and 
ideas which can be traced back to the sixth century. 4 He further 
stresses that: “Tibet with its liny peaceful population could so 
easily have been allowed to live on under remote Chinese control, 
and to develop on its own lines, preserving those qualities and 
differences which made its civilisation valuable to the rest of the 
world, without constituting the faintest threat to China. But the 
mania for imposing conformity, which possessed the Chinese at the 
same lime as they acquired new ideas and overwhelming power, 
gave little hope that anything so obstinately ‘anachronistic’ as the 
Tibetan Government and religion could share in that Brave New 
World.” 5 B.N. Mullik in his book ‘My Years with Nehru’; The 
Chinese Betrayal while concluding that Tibetans have a different 
and distinct entity than that of Chinese, enumerates : 6 
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(i) Tibetan language is as different from Chinese as Sanskrit 
is rom Chinese. In fact, the Tibetan language was derived 
rom Pali which was one of the forms which Sanskrit had 
taken in the early years of the Christian era. Like Sanskrit 
and Pali Tibetan has an alphabet, whereas the Chinese 
script is based on ideography. From the seventh century 
when the Tibetan script was borrowed from India, it has 
shown no change and the forms of letters and 
orthography are virtually the same as they were at the 
time of their introduction. 

(ii) The Tibetan plateau, described as the roof of the world, is 
twelve to fourteen thousand feet high and the Tibetans, 
as a rule, have all the characteristics of the people who 
inhabit high table-lands. On the other hand, the Chinese 
are essentially a people of the plains and it is the great 
river valleys and the coastal areas where the thickest 
concentration of Chinese population is seen. 

(iii) Literacy in Tibet had always been high, much higher than 
in China before the advent of the Communists. In Tibet, 
education was chiefly imparled in the monasteries under 
the Lamas and consisted more of leaching in the 
scriptures than in general reading. On the other hand, the 
Chinese form of schooling was quite different and was in 
the shape of general schools concerned more with 
materialistic subjects. 

(iv) The Tibetans follow a hollow a highly developed form of 
Tantrik Buddhism, with a very old and well-developed 
philosophy, not very dissimilar to the Hindu Upanishads 
and the Tibetan Jataka stories take more after the Indian 
Puranas. 

(v) The great places of pilgrimage for the Tibetans are all in 
India—Varanasi, Gaya, Sanchi, etc. and none in China. 
On the other hand, the Chinese follow Confucianism or 
Taoism which has got no spiritual basis but is an 
enunciation of social laws. The great difference between 
the two is that the Tibetans acknowledge the existence of 
a Supreme Being, God; the Chinese do not. Hence in 
this respect, also, there is absolutely no similarity 
between the Buddhism of Tibet and the Confucianism of 
China. 
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(vi) As regards literature and art, Tibetan literature is mostly 
based on scriptures with some folk songs thrown in. On 
the other hand, the Chinese literature is purely 
materialistic and has not got any spiritual themes. Tibet 
has borrowed both from China and India for its artistic 
development; but the Indian influence is more 
pronounced in every aspect of Tibetan art. However, 
whatever was borrowed from outside was adapted to suit 
native Tibetan character with the result that this became 
strikingly original and homogeneous. 

(vii) In the field of social organisation also the Church, 
represented through the monasteries, played a most 
important part in Tibet. In fact, the very institution of the 
Dalai Lama, placed the Church above the secular 
authority and, in every sphere of governmental work, the 
Church and the secular administration were concurrently 
represented. This is quite unlike China where there is no 
Church and, therefore, there is no influence of religion 
on the administration of the country. That being so, the 
forms of government which prevailed in Tibet and China 
were also vastly different, and Tibet’s system of 
administration was entirely original developed over 
several centuries of experimentation. 

For centuries, the people of Tibet lived on their sparsely 
populated plateau in harmony with nature. Contentment has been 
the natures’ gift to Tibetans. Religion has been their strongest of all 
the influences. Thubten Jigme Norbu, explains that Tibet is a land 
of people committed to the path of religion, who follow that path 
not as a mournful duty but with enthusiasm and great happiness. It 
is also a land where Tibetans always expect the help of their 
protector, Chenresing, so long as they deserve it. According to 
Norbu, if that is miracle, then Tibet is a land of miracles, for 
Chenresing is always revealing himself, guiding and helping. 7 Norbu 
further asserts that for Tibetans religion is nothing strange or 
fanciful it gives them a very real pleasure, as well as helping them to 
live in peace with each other. Without it Tibetans would be 
unhappy. 8 The Tibetans were entirely content with their long- 
established way of life and their life centred round religion. The 
Tibetans, however, valued the right to progress in their own humble 
way. Buddhism permeated every aspect of their life. The social 
fabric connected them to the land. 


Tibetan Nation: A Distinct Identity 5 

Of all the bonds which defined Tibetans as a people and as a 
nation, religion was undoubtedly the strongest. Buddhist folklore 
and teachings regulated the peoples lives, festivals, holidays, work 
ethics, family chores as well as the national issues; Tibet remained 
a proud and independent Buddhist nation, quite distinguishable 
and distinct from other nations, until its occupation by China. 9 B.N. 
Mullik in his analysis concludes that: Ethnologically the Tibetans 
have been recognised to be completely different from the Chinese. 
The language of the Tibetans is said to be Tibeto-Burman, the 
alphabet deriving from Sanskrit with a script akin to Pali. It has no 
similarity with Chinese and does not use ideograms. 10 The Tibetan 
culture was based on religion and even handicrafts were replete 
with religious motifs. The Chinese influence was noticeable in food 
and dress habits and in arts and crafts, whereas the Indian influence 
was deep in the religious and moral ideals and literary models. But 
in spite of the important ideas, from China and India, Tibet 
continued to remain essentially Tibetan and even the arts, crafts, 
designs and decoration imported from outside were adapted to 
local conditions and so continued to remain strikingly Tibetan. 11 
An intensely religious and spiritual people could not be permitted 
to co-exist with an utterly materialistic people with foreign modes 
and mores. 12 However, fascinating Tibet’s ancient history may be, 
its status at the time of China invasion must, of course, be judged 
on the basis of its position in modern history, especially its 
relationship with China since 1911, when the Chinese overthrew 
the foreign Manchu rule and became the masters of their own 
country. The international Commission of Jurist’s Legal Enquiry' 
Committee on Tibet reported in its study on Tibet’s legal status: 
Tibet demonstrated from 1913 to 1950 the conditions of statehood 
as generally, accepted under international law. In 1950, there was a 
people and a territory, and a government which functioned in that 
territory, conducting its own domestic affairs free from any outside 
authority. From 1913-1950, foreign relations of Tibet were 
conducted exclusively by the Government of Tibet, and countries 
with whom Tibet had foreign relations are shown by official 
documents to have treated Tibet in practice as an independent 
Stale. 13 The population of Tibet at the time of the Chinese invasion 
was approximately six million. That population constituted the 
Tibetan people, a distinct people with a long history, rich culture 
and spiritual tradition. Tibetans are a people distinct from the 
Chinese and other neighbouring peoples. Not only have the 
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Tibetans never consider themselves to be Chinese, the Chinese have 
also not regarded the Tibetans to be Chinese. 14 

Nature can never permit to erase the Tibat’s unique entity, 
though the Chinese attempt in obliterating the Tibetans very 
identity, may be gleaned from the happenings of the last more than 
four decades. The bitter truth even may be that since the Chinese 
invasion, over a million Tibetans have died as a direct result of 
Peking’s policies. United Nations in its resolution adopted during 
1965 characterised it as “acts of murder, rape and arbitrary 
imprisonment, torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment 
of Tibetans on a large scale, thereby completely destroying their 
freedom and identity. 15 In a crackdown operation launched on the 
wake of the National Uprising of 10 March 1959 in Lhasa, 10,000 to 
15,000 Tibetans were killed within three days. According to a secret 
1960 PLA Tibet Military District Political Department report, 
(between March 1959 and October 1960) 87,000 Tibetans were 
killed in Central Tibet alone. 16 The enquiry conducted by the 
International Commission of Jurists, Geneva, (1959-60), reveals 
that: Tens of thousands of Tibetans have been killed, not only in 
military actions, but individually and deliberately. They have been 
killed, without trial on suspicion of opposing Communism.... The 
Commission considered the Chinese guilty of “the gravest crime of 
which any person or nation can be accused”—that is, of genocide, 
“intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national ethnical, racial or 
religious as such.” The Commission was satisfied that the Chinese 
intend to destroy the Buddhists of Tibet. 17 According to 
information complied by the Tibetan Government in exile, over 1.2 
million Tibetans died between 1949 to 1979: 18 


4 

Mode of death 

U-Tsang 

Kham 

Amdo 

Total 

Tortured in Prison 

93,560 

64,877 

14,784 

173,221 

Executed 

28,267 

32,266 

96,225 

156,758 

Killed in fighting 

143,253 

240,410 

49,042 

432,705 

Starved to death 

131,072 

89,916 

121,982 

342,970 

Driven to suicide 

3,375 

3,952 

1,675 

9,002 

“Struggled” to death 

27,951 

48,840 

15,940 

92,731 

Total 

427,478 

480,261 

299,648 

1,207,387 


This process appears to be unending. Inhuman conditions, 
prevalent terror has forced many Tibetans to seize first opportunity 
to cross over from Tibet to India and take refuge, outside Tibet. 
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Simultaneously, the Chinese Government started transfer of 
civilians in Tibet. Besides inundating the country with millions of 
settlers from China, the Chinese authorities are employing various 
coercive birth-control measures to stem growth of Tibetan 
population. As a result of Chinese population transfer, Tibetans 
find themselves overshadowed in their own land. In the early 1980s 
the Tibetans Government-in-Exile estimated the Chinese 
population in the whole of Tibet at 7.5 million ; 19 Whereas, today 
the total number of Tibetans including the exile community, is over 
6.2 million. 20 The population of Chinese in Tibet now comfortably 
exceeds that of Tibetans. His Holiness apprehends that: “My 
countrymen and women are today in grave danger of becoming 
nothing more than a tourist attraction in their own Country.” 21 
United States Senator Patrick Mayrihan on May 28, 1993 
emphasised: “Today President Clinton has made history. He has 
told Congress that the movement of Chinese to Tibet threatens 
Tibet’s unique identity and culture. He has not submerged this issue 
within others. It stands alone as a separate MFN Condition, a stark 
declaration for the first time since the invasion of Tibet that the 
Chinese subjugation of Tibet is a central issue in our relations.” 22 
In Tibet, the Tibetan’s religion, culture and traditions have almost 
been wiped out and it is only in India and else where that one can 
hope to preserve such rich, culture, religion, art and traditions. The 
process started from the late 1950s onwards. The Tibetan culture 
has been brutally suppressed. The only song allowed are political 
paeans sung to Chinese tunes. Thousands of monasteries and 
nunneries have been desecrated. Formal religion has been 
practically banned. 23 

Tibet, the wonderful land is suffering more than one form of 
destruction. Tibetan nation is under the threat of extinction. The 
Chinese population migrated Tibet is more than that of Tibetans. 
His Holiness, the Dalai Lama asserts that if the present trend 
continues, in fifteen years, the Tibetan community will become 
insignificant. Recently, Chinese Communist Party decided that in 
order to counter the growing resistance, the large numbers of 
Chinese settlers be transferred into Tibet with the aim of making it 
demographically, “impossible for Tibetans to rise. In Tibet they 
will be swamped by the Chinese, whose teeming millions could put 
in a dozen Chinese to every Tibetan. If this comes to pass, Tibet will 
not survive, either inside or outside the country. 24 Indeed it is 
cultural genocide; Bernad Levin, is justified in saying “Tibet faces 
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extinction not by slaughter but by something more insidious: the 
overwhelming of the nation by aliens in colossal numbers numbers 
that in a generation or two will have diluted Tibet s integrity, and in 
another generation or two will have so swamped the remaining 
Tibetans that they will be almost invisible and entirely 
indistinguishable. 25 Tibet has been mutilated beyond recognition. 
It is demographic aggression that is taking place in all its 
seriousness. The Chinese occupation of Tibet has completely 
destroyed Tibetan culture and Buddhist doctrine of non-violence, 
peaceful co-existence and inter-dependence. Environment report 
on Tibet released in RIO confirms that: Over seven million 
Chinese have settled in Tibet, since its occupation in 1949-50. 
Chinese at 7.6 million now outnumber 6.1 million Tibetans in their 
homeland. 26 


Hitler developed large scale population transfer plans and 
Stalin carried out many such plans with the tragic results. To-day, 
China is implementing the policies in Tibet as envisaged and 
formulated by Hitler and Stalin. Besides population transfer, the 
Chinese Government is also employing various coercive birth- 
control measures to stem the growth of Tibetan population. 27 Many 
thousands children upto the age of fifteen have been forcibly taken 
away from their parents and have been sterilized. 28 Even the killings 
on small pretexts have been done in public. The fellow villagers, 
friends and neighbours have been made to watch the victims. Small 
children have been forced to shoot their parents. 29 Such are the 
fun-making games of sadist Chinese soldiers and administrators 
that they are playing in Tibet. 

China’s assault on the Tibetan religion, culture and national 
identity is nearing its terminal and irreversible phase through the 
implementation of China’s “final solution” to Tibetan issue: 
absorption of the Tibetans through sheer force of numbers. If the 
influx of Chinese into Tibet continues, the ideal of self- 
determination. of Tibetans would become meaningless and an 
exercise in futility. 

The biggest fear of the Tibetans to-day is that they have been 
reduced to a non-entity. The general feeling is that they have no say 
in the affairs which have direct bearing on their lives. Ranged 
against the forces that are beyond their comprehension and control, 
such as the bureaucracy, the military and the pressures of a 
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communistic State system—Tibetan individual finds himself utterly 
helpless and rudderless in his own land. 

China is unmindful of the world opinion. They may flout with 
impunity the rights of the people under her control, but she should 
note that her desires will be commands to others. His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama is living in a free Indian society and is not at the mercy 
of China. By his exalted position and sagacity, he is increasingly 
making the international community aware of the truth of the 
Tibetan situation. China may wish, but cannot make the world side 
with her through pressure tactics. In fact, the more China attempts 
to sweep .,the Tibetan issue under the carpet and tarnish the image 
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, the worse it gets : it backfires . 30 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama, a Nobel Laureate, is today not just 
the leader of the Tibetan people. He has become an international 
symbol of peace and compassion and a symbol of the poor and the 
down-trodden. China needs this realisation, as also that clever 
people master life and the wise illimunate it. 

Despite more than four decades of oppression and tyranny, the 
spirit of Tibet remains not only uncrushed and alive but defiant, 
loo. Tibetan are well aware that odds are heavily against them, but 
they know that their goal is achievable as long as they remain 
determined to continue their struggle for independence. In that 
eventuality not only the world as a whole but even the God will be 
on their side. Dr. Paul Brunton from his experience evaluated that 
ultimate message of Himalaya is SILENCE—the silence of 
enternity, that silence which carries the breath of God in its hush. 
In that silence mankind may find its proof of the existence of God, 
of the reality of universal power behind nature which is 
ever—present and ever—working . 31 Krishnamurti on the same 
waive lengtlfsays : The silence of the gods is the silence of the earth. 
Dr. Brunton is justified when he further says that God will not 
lower His mode of speech in order that unfamiliar mortals may 
comprehend. It is we who have to learn His language. His language 
is nothing else than stillness. And He is no more distant from us 
than our-own-selves . 32 It is ever silently working. Let us recall and 
re-remember that in these dark hours-of turmoil, the onward march 
of man shall embody his highest hope—the hope that the gods shall 
and must conquer, simply because of the secret working of God . 33 
As such the Tibetans need never fear their possible extinction. The 
hope of immortality is the herald of its realization. In his 
profoundest moments one may feel and experience its truth. Need 
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is for total, absolute and unconditional faith that Divine Power will 
never desert its creation, the universe. 

H H The Dalai Lama is continuously stressing and his aim is 
t0 build a nation, not to just remain a 

refugees. To give meaning to the dream of His Holiness the 
Tibetans in Exile will have to work out a plan to ensure their 
survival. B.N. Mullik is justified in saying that: China may continue 
toTold Tibet under her heals for sometime more but the world 
consciousness must be aroused ultimately to force China to 
withdraw from Tibet and let the Tibetans live their own lives 
without interference by others* The Tibetans do not threaten any 
body and have much to contribute to the world’s philosophy. It may 
be the vehicle for carrying Buddha’s message of peace and amity 
among the people of all the countries of the world. India must see 
that the Tibetan voice is not muted for ever and the Tibetans are 
not snuffed out of existence of Chinese. 


History is a witness that Tibet has been a distinct identity as a 
nation and a peace 'loving independent country having all the 
attributes of State and a rich cultural and traditional heritage 
developed by its Monks, Saints and Seers. Tsepak Rigzin is justified 
in saying that: Essentially, it is the heredity and environment that 
are the two main factors that make or unmake an identity of a 
people and nation. Just as seeds from the same stock germinate and 
grow at varying degree and soils, the same is the case between 
heredity and environment from inception to maturity of our 
expectation. 35 Generally, heritage is the backbone, and culture and 
tradition are recognised as the laws of life style and ways of thinking 
of a given community. 36 Tibetans identity is perceived from 
development of Buddhism. Tibetans developed the Buddhist 
philosophy by experience and practice. It was not mere dry 
knowledge confined to intellectual speculations of a few thinkers 
sitting in their secluded monasteries. It has seen the living thought 
driving Tibetan’s monks to reach distant lands, even the nomads, 
carrying the message of the Lord Buddha, helping all other sentient 
beings towards release from suffering: believing in the theory of 
inter-dependence. They believed that they were co-sharers with all 
sentient beings, for sharing the resources of mother earth; 
inculcating the feelings of contentment and unselfishness. 


The concept of inter-dependence, of nations has penetrated 
and permeated the stratum of human consciousness with unusual 
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speed and strength. Nani A. Palkhivala, in We the Nation, 
explains; “It is only four decades since the last World War ended. 
Yet the international institutions symbolizing the inter-dependence 
of nations, started after the war, have become as firmly rooted in 
human psyche as any of the Centuries-old organizations. The World 
Bank and the International Monetary Fund have served the Third 
World Well. These and many other International Institutions are 
for the well being of the humanity, it is believed that, when Buddha, 
having attained enlightenment, returned as a monk to his father’s 
kingdom of Kapilvastu and was sternly asked by the king as to why 
he was setting aside his family traditions, the Lord answered that his 
lineage was the line of Buddhas who had always laboured for the 
welfare of mankind. 38 What probably meant is the spiritual lineage, 
for the service of the society; The re-incarnation of Lord 
Buddha—His Holiness Tenzin Gyatso, the XlVth Dalai Lama, is 
regarded as the living Buddha. 

The institution of Dalai Lama of Tibet is unique, the like of 
which is not to be found anywhere in any form in the whole world. 
Although the 1st Dalai Lama—Panchen Thamched Kyanpa 
Lobsang Choaky, Gyaltsen Pal Sangpo was born only about 600 
years ago, during 1570, the powerful hold which this institution has 
come to exercise on the minds of Tibetans gives the feeling that 
there never was a Tibet without its Dalai Lama. 39 The creation of 
this Institution is rooted in Buddhist theory of re-incarnation and 
virtually rule the mind and soul of the Tibetans. Such is the identity 
of Tibetans. 

The Tibetan identity can be gleaned from all moral values 
which have cultural and social basis, towards the preservation of the 
culture. Kesang T. Bhutia explains that “Values provide the 
purpose and the framework within which an individual can function 
and live. It is the social fabric that holds the individual to his family, 
the family to the society. This bonding of the individual to the 
family and the family to the society would get affected with any shift 
in the value system within the society. Values are tested most in 
limes of crisis within a society. Values are first and foremost formed 
and learned at home from the parents. It is later that the school 
takes over to strengthen and reinforce these basic values. In the 
field of education, moral values have a direct link with character 
building, personality development and discipline. The two most 
fundamental values upon which Tibetan culture and moral values 
are based on are (i) The belief in the Law of Karma (Ley Gyu Day) 
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«« the social notion of shame and disgrace (Tral thang Ngotsa) 
TOetan society expects the members to live by these wo moral 
yardsticks and all actions and decisions are judged accordingly. The 
former made the individual responsible and accountable personally 
or all decisions and actions; while the latter was more of a social 
mechanism to enforce civility. Generations o Tibetans were hard 
working, honest and truthful owing to the belief and influence of 
the Law of Karma. The ethical standards guiding human behaviours 
and social interaction is derived from the notion of shame and 
disgrace. The other virtues like honesty, truthfulness, kindness, 
generosity, obedience, diligence, humility and dependability to 
name a few but extension of these basic social concepts. He further 
elaborates for centuries these traditional values were passed down 
primarily by parents to their children at home. It was also at home 
that discipline was taught through a behavioural code (Kun choe) 
which emphasised the proper way to eat, walk and sit. Later in 
society, social code of behaviour (Ya rab Choesang) which in 
essence is a code of gentleman’s behaviour, forced and encouraged. 
Most of these basic virtues were codified by the Great Dharma 
Kings of Tibet and also made popular through sayings and 
proverbs. 


Since there is a common objective of schools and the Tibetan 
Society with the preservation of the culture joint endeavour was 
made towards the culture and the moral values. It was seen that if 
the schools are to live upto the expectation of the society must 
come forth beginning with the parents and home. Value education 
must begin at home with the parents to be re-inforced in the 
schools. Such a combined and collective efforts made the Tibetan 
culture richer and distinguish them from other cultures and nations 
their distinct identity was preserved. 
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Chapter 2 


Impenetrable Himalayas 


From time immemorial, the Himalayas have provided 
us with a magnificient frontier. Of course, they are no longer 
as immpassable as they used to be but are still fairly 

effective..... We cannot allow that barrier to be penetrated. . to 

be crossed or weakened, because that would be a risk to our 
own security. 

-Jawahar Lai Nehru in a speech before Indian Parliament 

Tibetans for centuries lived in harmony with nature, as 
independent and free people, till its occupation by Chinese armed 
forces during 1950. The destruction of forest wealth to the extent of 
its complete denudation was an outcome of greed. The impact of 
clear-felling appears to be irreversible. The colonial exploitation of 
Tibet’s natural resources, in utter disregard of environment is 
having devastating consequences. 

Even weather pattern is reported to be destabilished. Mining 
operations, including uranium mining, dumping nuclear radio¬ 
active wastes, nuclear testing, is having visible adverse after-effects 
on human, animal and plant life. The intensified transfer of more 
Chinese civilian and military population into Tibet has further 
reduced the Tibetans to insignificant minority. All the so-called 
development activities are so far the benefit of Chinese and to the 
detriment of Tibetans. 

History is witness to the traditional Tibetan economic and 
religious value systems which led to the evolution of successful 
environmental protection practices. Their belief in Buddhist 
teaching of honest livelihood stresses the importance of 
"contentment" and discourages over-consumption. Needless to say 
that it also frowns upon over-exploitation of the earth’s natural 
resources. As early as 1642 the Fifth Dalai Lama issued a Decree 
for the protection of the Animals and the Environment. Since then, 
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<„ch decrees have beer, annually issued.' Thereby respecting and 
pro.ec.ing ho.h animal and plan. life. An 

|„r,h7h T Xof«n^ Smafr,; for 1 iairc of 

head ’ ,n m-pvent the killings of all animals, except hyenas 
and wolves. The fish and others of the water, animal of the hills and 
forests the birds of the air, all animals endowed with the gift of life, 
whether grea^or small must he prolecred and saved/* The Tibetan 
Buddhist belief in compassion acts a check on uncharitable deeds 
not only against fellow human beings, but even against amm s 
Respect for all forms of life and for nature is a basic tenet of 
Buddhism, and in Tibet’s plateau environment maintenance of the 
delicate ecological balance is vital for the survival of animals, plant 
and human life . 3 This all could happen in Tibet before its forcible 
occupation by China. No reasonable and prudent man can deny, of 
course, without distorting history, that Tibet was independent 
between 1911 and 1951. Even China’s last Head of Mission in 
Lhasa, Shen Tsung Liu, wrote after leaving Tibet in 1948; "Since 
1911 Lhasa has to all practical purposes enjoyed full 
independence .” 4 The issue was clinched by Mao Zedong himself 
when he passed through the border regions of Tibet during the long 
march and was given food and shelter by local Tibetans, he 
remarked: "This is our foreign debt, and some day we must pay 
mantzu (sic) and the Tibetans for the provisions we were obliged to 
take from them ." 5 But the Chinese instead of liquidating their such 


debt, are plundering Tibet by numerous ways and means and Tibet 
today is suffering from ecological destruction which if not stopped 
will result in serious consequences in Asia; Deforestation, 
landslides and environmental degradation in Tibet are believed to 
Constitute substantially to the siltation of Huangho, Brahmputra, 
Yangtze and Indus rivers, four of the five rivers on earth with 
highest siltation rates in the world. Today, natural calamities like 
floods in the Indian sub-continent are believed to be the results of 
severe'deforestation in Tibet . 6 It is well known that forests preserve 
the’soil and heavy humus acts as a porous reservior for retaining 
water and gradually releasing it in a sustained flow. The trees in the 
forests draw'water from the bowels of the earth and release the 
same into the atmosphere by the process of transpiration and the 
same is received back by way of rain as a result of condensation of 
clouds formed out of the atmospheric moisture. Forests thus help 
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,he cycle to be completed. Trees are responsible to purify the air by 
releasing oxygen into the atmosphere through Ute process of 
photosynthesis. It has, therefore, been rightly said that there is a 
balance on earth between air, water, soil and plant. Forests hold up 
the mountains, cushion the rains and they discipline the rivers and 
control the floods They sustain the springs; they break the winds; 
they foster the bulks; they keep the air cool and clean. Forests also 

P r ^ V f^u ei ?T S10n by wind and waler and P rcse tve the carpel of the 
SO, o Y mted Nati0nS Confere ncc on World Environment held 
in Stockholm in June 1972 and the follow-up action thereafter is 
spreading the awareness. Over thousands of years men had been 
successfully exploiting the ecological system for his sustenance but 
with the growth of population the demand for land has increased 
and forests growth is being cut down and man has started 
encroaching upon Nature and its assets. 


Scientific developments have made it possible and convenient 
for man to approach the places which were hitherto beyond his ken. 
The consequences of such interference with ecology and 
environment have now come to be realised. It is necessary that the 
Himalayas and the forests growth on the mountain range should be 
left uninterfered with so that there may be sufficient quantity of 
rain. The top soil may be preserved without being eroded and the 
natural setting of the area may remain intact. 8 The Himalayan 
range on the Northern boundary of India is the youngest mountain 
range and yet it is the tallest. It has formed the northern boundary 
of the country with Tibet, until recent times it provided an 
impregnable protection to the Indian sub-continent from the 
Northern direction. However, Pi. Jawahar Lai Nehru in a speech 
before the Indian Parliament, keeping in view the importance of 
Himalayas, emphasised: From lime immemorial, the Himalayas 
have provided us with a magnificienl frontier. Of course, they are 
no longer as impassable as they used to be but are still fairly 

effective.We cannot allow that barrier to be penctrated...to be 

crossed or weakened, because that would be a risk to our own 
security. This mountain range has been responsible to regulate the 
monsoons and consequently the rainfall in the Indo-Gangetic belt. 
The Himalayas are the source for perennial river; the Ganges, 
Yamuna and Brahmputra as also several other tributaries which 
have joined these main rivers. For thousand of years nature has 
displayed its splendour through the lush green trees, innumerable 
springs and beautiful flowers. The Himalayas has been the store 
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, . j n inntc 1 ™)ccd forests on the lower hills 

s°° d r- n : 

S- S fhe importance of forests to the 
their treat works on vedanta is named as Bnhad Aranyak 
Snnisha? Aranyak means forest. Many of the Upmshads were 
Sen hy the great Rishis in the fores, only, proytdtng the re, n, sue 
conditions for propounding of such great though s. 

The environmental conditions in Tibet have major 
transboundary effects on the population m India China, 
Bangladesh and Pakistan, as they depend on the rivers of Tibet for 
Sustenance. The destructive potential of these rivers increases 
everv passing year as China continues the deforestation and 
Uranium related activities on the Roof of the World. The 
existence of nuclear bases, nuclear manufacturing centres m Tibet is 
fully established. China maintains at least one third of its nuclear 
Weapomy on Tibetan soil. And because Tibet contains one of the 
world’s richest deposits of Uranium, the Chinese are likely to 
render large areas of the country hazardous from radio-active waste 
through their mining operations and activities. 11 Dr. Wagner says: 
"We are experiencing diseases today from hazards we didn t control 
yesterday. What we don’t take care of today will be there for our 
children to handle tomorrow." It would not be inappropriate in the 
context of Human Rights to reproduce an illustration given by 
Shue, 1979: 72-5 in regard to the consequences of inaction: "A man 
is stranded on an out-of-the-way desert island with neither food 
nor water. A sailor from a passing ship comes ashore, but leaves the 
man to die (an act of omission). This is as serious as violation of his 
rights as strangling him (an act of commission). It is killing him, 
plain and simple—indirectly, through "inaction", but just as surely; 
perhaps even more cruelly." 12 Tremendous scientific progress in the 
present century has generated a belief that man can mould nature 
in his own way. It is true to a great extent. As a result, development 
projects, one after another, are being projected. Development is 
good and it should be but not at the cost of ravishing our natural 
resources. 13 The resources of the planet are like a common kitty. If 
anyone draws from it more than his due share, he does so at the 
cost of others. It is being selfish, resulting into poverty and 
deprivation. 

China is reported to have stationed approximately 90 nuclear 
warheads in Tibet. The Ninth Academy, China’s North-West 
Nuclear Weapons Research, and design Academy in Tibet’s north- 
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eastern area of Amdo, is reported to have dumped an unknown 
quantity of radio-active waste on the Tibetan plateau.” According 
10 report released by International Campaign for Tibet, disclose 
that: Waste disposal methods were reported to be casual to the 

extreme Initially, waste was put in shallow, unlined landfills. 

During the 1960s and 1970s, nuclear waste from the facility was 
disposed of in a rough-shod and haphazard manner. Liquid or solid 
waste would have been in adjacent land or water sites.” Even the 
official Chinese pronouncements have confirmed the existence in 
Tibet of the biggest Uranium reserves in the world. Reports 
confirm that Uranium is processed in Tibet itself and that many 
local Tibetans died after drinking contaminated water near a 
Uranium mine in Ngapa Amdo. 16 The local Tibetans have also 
testified to the birth of deformed human beings and animals. 
Radio-active contamination of the ground water is also reported to 
be of great concern. 17 


Everybody has the right to freedpm and so have the Tibetans. 
The freedom from ignorance and' poverty. Freedom is the 
legitimate right of Tibetans; the right to freedom extends to their 
right to stopping haphazard mining, ending radio-active radiation; 
to stopping dumping of nuclear waste in Tibet; and ask for non¬ 
proliferation of nuclear weapons and to permit the Uranium in 
Tibet lie peacefully in the womb of mother earth and not to be 
used for destructive purposes. They have a right to call for ending 
the cycle of repression and the massive influx of Chinese into 
Tibet; regulating their Forest wealth. They have a right to ensure 
the Tibetan people’s cultural heritage is preserved; and to lead life 
in accordance with the tenets of Buddhism. The basic human desire 
for freedom and dignity cannot be subdued for long. It is not 
enough merely to provide people with food, shelter and clothing. 
The deeper human nature needs to breathe the precious air of 
liberty. The first President of Independent India, Dr. Rajindra 
Prasad, I6-A on October 24,1962 exhorted the Indians: "Freedom is 
the most sacred boon. It has to be protected by all means—violence 
or non-violence. Therefore, Tibet has to be liberated from the iron 
grip of China and handed over to the Tibetans." He added, "The 
Chinese invaders have plundered Tibet and destroyed its peaceful 
citizens. Tibet is nearer to India in religion and culture. We have, 
therefore, to try hard to rescue Tibet from the bloody clutches of 
plunderer and let its people breathe in free air." But strangely 
enough, some governments, including India, still consider the 





20 


Toxic Tibet Under Nuclear China 


fundamental human rights of its citizens as an internal matter of the 
Sme They do not accept that the fate of a people in any country is 
fhcLi.ima.e concern of .he en.ire human family and Chat clamts 
lo sovereignly are nol a license lo mislreal one s ulucns. His 
Hota^ 1 justified when he, while addressing >he Non- 
Governmental Organisalions The Uni.cd Nations World 
Conference on Human Rights, on June 15,1993 a. Vienna, Austria, 
said Tt is not only our right as members of the global human family 
o protect when our brothers and sisters are being treated brutaUy, 
but it is also our duly to do whatever we can lo help them. He 
further asserted; "It is natural and just for nations, peoples and 
individuals to demand respect for their rights and freedoms and to 
'struggle to end repression, racism, economic exploitation, military 
occupation, and various forms of colonialism and alien domination. 
Governments should actively support such demands instead of only 
paying lip service to them." 


The Indian leaders have always shown great concern, for 
Tibetans and Tibet’s independence and other related issues because 
of the close cultural affinity. The Tibetan world had been seeking 
the Indian life-style in religion, art, craft and literature. Cultural 
India, thus, extended far beyond its political frontiers in the North. 
Since the 12th century A.D. What India had to lose culturally and 
intellectually in the wake of the Muslim invasions was what Tibet 
gained by preserving in original form and in translations the 
manuscripts salvaged from the devastated Buddhist viharas in 
India. 18 


In his letter dated November 7, 1950 to Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel specifically mentions: "Throughout 
history we have seldom been worried about our north-east frontier. 
The Himalayas have been regarded as an impenetrable barrier 
against any threat from the north. We had friendly Tibet which have 
us no trouble." He further emphasised that "All along the 
Himalayas in the north and north-east, we have on our side of the 
frontier a population ethnologically and culturally nol different 
from Tibetans or Mongoloids." 19 


About a hundred thousands of Tibetans left their homeland 
with Holiness, the XIVth Dalai Lama when he made that 
monumentous journey from the Roof of the world to the land of 
Lord Buddha in 1959, and are now settled in every corner of this 
country. There are Tibetan settlements in the whole range of 


Impenetrable Himalayas 2 i 

Himalayes. 20 About more than three decades, they are waiting to 
climb the Roof of the world, on—China going democratic. 
Democracy in China is essential for world peace and Chinese 
democrats deserves to be encouraged. A democratic China is likely 
to honour Seventeenth Point Agreement, dated May 23, 1951, 
which provides for safeguarding the Tibetan custom, religion, 
culture and human rights etc. 
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Chapter 3 


Land of Peace: And Chinese 
Imperialism 


There is nothing wrong even if half of humanity -if 300 
million Chinese perish, for on the other hand imperialism 
would be erased from the face of the Earth and those who 
survive would rapidly create on the ruins of imperialism, a 
new, a greater times greater Civilization. This very altitude to 
thermonuclear war has more than once been reflected in the 
pronouncements of high ranking Chinese representatives. 

—Morten H. Halperin, China and the Bomb, {1965) p. 28 

Science is international and universal. If the human soul 
cannot get deliverance from the fear of nuclear disaster and 
annihilation, it is indeed a regrettable commentary on 2500 years of 
progress since Buddha. The world must choose between the path of 
violence symbolised by the nuclear bomb and the path of non¬ 
violence symbolised by Buddha. 1 From Buddhist point of view, if 
violence is considered as an evil thing, it is because it does harm, 
because someone or something is damaged. However, radical action 
and violence can be understood in some circumstances, when the 
motive is altruistic and just. In that sense, seen in greater depth, 
violence is also a kind of non-violence, because it aims at helping 
others and maintaining peace. 2 However, if the civilisation is to 
ensure and progress, the knowledge of the atom, instead of being 
mobilised for weapons and wars, should be mobilised in the cause 
of peace, plenty and removal of poverty from the globe. President 
Eisenhowever, more or less, in consonance with the thought 
emphasised : “It is not enough to take these atomic weapons out of 
the hands of soldiers. These are to be put into the hands of those 
who will know how to strip atomic energy of the military casting 
and adapt it to an art of peace.” 3 
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The Buddhist Tibetans-believers of non-violence and peace, 
were brought under the effective domination of the Manchu 
Empire, for a short period between 1908-1911. In 1910, imperial 
armies from Siachun entered Lhasa, and shortly thereafter the 
Thirteenth Dalai Lama and his government sought exile in British 
India. A revolution broke cut in China in 1911, the imperial troops 
in Tibet mutinied and were attacked by the Tibetans. By the 
following years, imperial troops surrendered and were repatriated 
to China via India. 4 His Holiness, the Thirteenth Dalai Lama 
returned to Lhasa in 1912, and issued proclamation of 
independence on February 13,1913. 5 

From 1911 to 1950, Tibet successfully avoided undue foreign 
influence and behaved in every respect as a fully independent State. 
The Tibetans pursued the principles of peace and non-violence as 
enunciated by Lord Buddha, till its occupation by Chinese armed 
forces during 1950. The Chinese continuous massive armament 
build-up in Tibet for the last four decades and sale of missile 
technology and high-tech weaponary to various powers of the world 
certainly jeopardise the co-existence in the world. China’s on-going 
nuclear assistance to certain countries, large concentration of 
military personnel and nuclear build-up in Tibet, undoubtedly 
threaten the very stability of Indian sub-continent. China on 
October 5,1993, conducted an underground nuclear test and defied 
international moratorium. Underground nuclear tests require a lot 
of preparation a deep hole must be drilled, the device emplaced and 
so on. Barring some early nuclear tests, most of them have been 
carried out for the purpose of perfecting new state-of-art weapons, 
designs and ensuring reliability of arsenals. 6 

The Chinese are well aware that a creditable nuclear power 
posture requires, apart from atomic and thermonuclear warheads, a 
missile delivery system in hardened soils; sophisticated, high- 
performance, low-flying, long-range air craft; nuclear propelled or 
long range-diesel-propelled, missile-firing sub-marines; a 
comprehensive radar system; and a command network to operate 
the entire system. 7 The Chinese also know that to have a reasonably 
credible nuclear deterrent, it is not enough just to produce 
weapons; but a sustained process of continuous quantitative and 
qualitative refinement of both nuclear weapons and the delivery 
system is required. 8 China is moving ahead towards its cherished 
goal of acquiring world power status. Following the collapse of 
Soviet Union, the Chinese are moving in to fill up the vacuum. 


Land of Peace: And Chinese Imperialism 


Tliere are reliable reports that China has increased her military 
spending by 12.4 per cent.’ The official spokesman of China has 
refused to rule out more nuclear tests. Chinese assert that the 
decision to conduct any further tests is “their own business”. China 
feels It is unfair to see what China does through a magnifying 
glass.” 10 It may be recalled that as far back as in 1964 when China 
exploded its first atomic bomb, it had said that the weapon would 
not be used against non-nuclear weapon States. At the same lime it 
was emphasised that many people in the world wanted to get rid of 
the danger of nuclear weapons. China viewed that while the nuclear 
test ban was one step, the non-first-use pledge was more important. 
Maj. General Dipankar Banerjee, Deputy Director of the Delhi- 
based Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses says : Beijing is 
testing warheads to be fitted on to the new generation of inter¬ 
continental ballistic missiles (ICBMs), and four or five more test 
explosions may be conducted over the next several months; China is 
clearly not about to restrain its nuclear weapons programme and 
enter into an'arms control nuclear restraint regime. 11 The Lop Nor 
testing of China’s underground test explosion strengthens India’s 
stand not to accede to any regional arms control regime which does 
not take into account China. The test indicates that China puts 
development of its own nuclear weapons above international 
attempts to curb nuclear proliferation. 12 


China’s latest nuclear test puts into sharp controversy two key 
aspects of its basic policy on nuclear disarmament. One, of course, 
is well known Chinese stand that so long as US clings to nuclear 
deterrence as its own fundamental policy, all talk of disarmament 
will be deceptive. The other aspect being as China asserts, that it 
will not meekly accept any adhoc measure on disarmament which 
US may deem necessary. Beijing insists that every step towards 
universal de-nuclearisation must be negotiated between all the 
nuclear weapon States. There is yet another factor, which of late, 
seems to have started worrying the Chinese. That is the course 
U.S.-Russian lies may take. The collapse of Soviet Union as a 
super power relieved Beijing of much of its anxiety about its 
security. But the Chinese rulers could not have dismissed, as a 
routine affair, an accord on strengthening US—Russian defence ties 
signed during September, 1993. It is about joint peace keeping 
exercises and setting up a defence hotline. The American Defence 
Secretary, Les Aspin, hailed the agreement as a signal that “the 
well-being and security of the U.S. and the Russian Federation arc 
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vitally related.” The actual signal the Chinese might well have 
dSmed is that they had belter keep a close watch. Beijing may 
“come more wary about moves against nukes.* However, the 
Swedish Foreign Minister, Earoness Margarcetha on Chinas 
underground nuclear test, strongly protested the Chinese action 
and said, “We are disappointed that China, m this manner, has 
jeopardised the excellent condition that currently prevail for a full- 
fledged moratorium.” 14 

However, China asserts that development of small number of 
nuclear weapons is entirely for the purposes of self-defence • 
Experts assert that a full scale nuclear war would be world-wide 
catastrophe of unprecedented magnitude; though the deience 
against nuclear attack is very difficult. Unfounded faith m defensive 
measures may even contribute to an outbreak of war. History may 
convince any reasonable person that the risk of local conflicts 
growing into major war is too great to be acceptable in the age of 
weapons of mass destruction. 16 The stand taken by China— 
“defence against nuclear attack” appears to be hollow, when seen in 
the perspective of miserable condition of simple, law abiding 
Tibetans—under Chinese subjudgation. To these Tibetans, to 
whom Dharma simply meant law. They tried to understand it. 


The religion in its understanding is law. One has to live it. One 
has to live according to law-Dharma. That is the great 
contribution of Lord Buddha to the World. 17 One knows the 
ultimate law-Dharma; when one becomes aware of it, his life 
becomes simple, easy, natural and flowing. No hindrances, no 
obstructions are there, no blocks are there. That is order. 18 The 
. Tibetans were living in simplicity. They were attuned to nature. To 
them Dharma is simply to live naturally, spontaneously. As to live 
in tune with nature is Dharma. 19 They were leading the life in 
accordance with the norms of nature. China’s rule in Tibet during 
the past 45 years has virtually wiped-out an ancient civilisation and 
brought genocide to Tibetan people. Due to diabolical policy of 
population transfer, Tibetans are being reduced to an insignificant 
minority in their own country. All this is happening to these 
hopeless and helpless Tibetans without resistance. Perhaps may be 
because they had not prepared themselves with sufficient defence 
equipment despite availability of Uranium in abundance in Tibet. 
Undoubtedly, they belong to the land of wisdom but have not 
exhibited enough wisdom to visualise and anticipate Chinese 
aggression and to prepare themselves for defending their country. 
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They lost their freedom. The freprinm ,.a,vu 

right that cannot be replaced and substUute^by Temporal 

improvements m food supplies and economic conditions. P ^ 

Buddhism spread to Tibet from India resulting into the 
relationship of Guru -‘Shishya’ between the two countries India 

35 a ^H rU h ,f glVen T,belans Buddh ism as Dharma but could not 
teach them the ways and means to protect the same. Tibetans are by 

nature quite aggressive people and quite war-like, but their 
increasing interest in religious practice appears to be a major factor 
in bringing about the country’s isolation. Tibet before acquiring 
Buddhism, possessed a vast empire, which, at one time, dominated 
central Asia. In 763 A.D. Tibetan forces actually captured the 
Chinese capital, where they extracted promises of tribute and other 
concessions. However, as Tibetans’ enthusiasm for Buddhism 
increased, so Tibet’s relations with her neighbours became of a 
spiritual rather than a political nature. This was especially true of 
China, where a ‘priest-patron’ relationship developed. The Manchu 
Emperors, who were Buddhists, referred to Dalai Lama as ‘King of 
Expounding Buddhism.’ 20 A nation which could defeat Chinese in 
1912 and did not allow even a single Chinese soul on Tibetan soil 
till 1935, was defeated in 1950 to the extent that its very identity had 
been wiped-out inasmuch as that China has even outnumbered the 
Tibetans with 7 million Chinese presently in Tibet compared to 
Tibetans who were 6 million only. Mao openly stated that he 
wanted ten million people to be settled in Tibet within a forseable 
future. 21 This plan appears to have been fulfilled, as the population 
of Chinese in Tibet, is greater than the one that has been 
traditionally occupied the plateau. In accordance with the Tibetan 
saying that where there is one Chinese, ten will follow, a huge influx 
ensued and continues unabated. The population of Chinese in Tibet 
now comfortably exceeds that of Tibetans. And the populations, 
like cold air, tend to move from high pressure to lower pressure 
areas. Unless drastic steps are taken by India without any further 
delay, the outlook for a successful containment of China even at the 
Indo-Tibetan border is rather dim and the result of any large scale 
Chinese occupation of the northern territories of India would have 
severe repercussions in Asia and would be fatal for the free world’s 
survival in this continent 22 Undoubtedly, for the security of India as 
well as for safeguarding the free institutions in the rest of Asia, the 
Chinese containment on the northern slopes of the Himalayas is 
absolutely essential; the relative geographical position of the two 
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countries is such that any army in position in Tibet has immense 
superiority and tactical advantages over an army struggling in he 
”ta ™aked, deeply cut and continually ascending terrain South of 
he Himalayan range, with the bulk of Indian troops generally 
located far away from the Himalayan passes—and there is no other 
D lace where they could be except at one or two points like Nathula 
or Slapla, these passes are no longer commanded by the Indians 
but are at the mercy of the Chinese. 23 

Undeniably India’s security can be safeguarded only by 
restoring to Tibet her status of independent country, a status which 
of course, is the Tibet’s birth right, as constituting the homeland of 
an ancient and independent nation of highly developed culture 
Unfortunately, the Tibetans as on today, in Tibet preach and 
practice Buddhism stealthily but outwardly, they pose to be 
Communists. They are treated as Second Class citizens in their own 
land. If Tibetans are to be blamed for this holocaust, India is equally 
to be blamed. India achieved its freedom on August 15, 1947 and 
could not do anything for the Tibetan people when they were 
brought under colonial Chinese yoke. 


The Chinese underground tests and nuclear development may 
not be seen in isolation. The agenda of nuclear disarmament 
deserves to be seen in the proper perspective, involving not just 
China, or even India and Pakistan, which seem to be most talked 
about, but the more powerful actors—the U.S., U.K., France and 
Israel. There may be some urgency in this because the non¬ 
proliferation treaty comes up for review in 1995. The treaty signed 
in 1968 in the wake of the Chinese nuclear tests, divides the world 
into nuclear haves the have-nots. It may be for this reason that 
India has refused to sign it. Considering that the era in which this 
division was considered necessary has passed, it is surprising that 
there has been little effort to ascertain whether the treaty needs 
revision. The efforts of the U.S. and other nuclear weapon Slates 
appear to be to keep their nuclear weapons forever and they are 
pursuing, therefore, the idea of an indefinite extension of the non¬ 
proliferation treaty. 24 Even as the international community had 
been demanding a comprehensive test ban, the U.S., Russia, France 
and U.K. have been perfecting non-nuclear testing techniques. A 
Russian statement several years ago said that they are able to 
develop nuclear weapons without nuclear tests. The article points 
out that U.S., United Kingdom and France want the non- 
proliferation treaty to be extended perpetually in the 1995 NPT 
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extension Conference. If the nuclear countries do not stop 
developing new nuclear weapons and do not sign a total nuclear- 
test ban treaty, the other countries can hardly be expected to give 
up the choice of developing nuclear weapons. 25 

The Chinese October 5,1993 underground nuclear lest clearly 
indicates the uncompromising real politic approach of the Chinese 
to the issue of nuclear disarmament. During the year 1992, the 
Chinese carried out two tests and U.S. six. Subsequently, the U.S. 
announced a one year moritorium which has been extended for 
another year by President Clinton. The U.S. Congress has actually 
authorised nine more tests to be conducted by 1996. Of the nearly 
2,000 nuclear tests conducted since 1945, the U.S. has carried out 
nearly half this number. 26 

It must always he remembered that the importance of nuclear 
weapons in the world to-day is tied intrinsically to their political 
value. Nuclear weapons are not merely instruments for fighting 
wars and their military value actually flows from the political effects 
of the existence of nuclear arsenals, resulting in their ability to 
define and shape political stability between rival nations and 
blocks—emerging blocks. The political significance of nuclear 
weapons flows from the fact that they enable “mutual kill”, and arc 
revered as such. 27 Nuclear weapons, indeed, have acquired a halo as 
instruments of power and influence in international politics of 
power and influence in international politics and in relations 
among nations. 28 But a major motivating force can also be desired 
to seek or enhance international prestige. 29 A key motivating force 
for the politics of nuclearization is an intense national desire to 
gain international status as important political and technological 
power. 30 After the first IRBM was successfully tested, Dr. Kalam 
said : “Agni is a technological strength. Strength respects strength. 
Weaklings are not honoured. So we should be strong. 31 

The basic Chinese motivation in developing a strategic nuclear 
capability and underground nuclear tests, has been traced by 
experts, to an attempt to provide a basis for threatening her 
neighbours. In the circumstances the Indians are not likely to feel 
safe with guarantees from other nations. So long as the use of 
nuclear weapons is deemed legitimate in war, India which is in a 
position to have them, especially when it is facing a real threat of 
use of such weapons against her, should make an effort to develop 
the nuclear option. Further so to close the gap between the current 
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state of knowledge and actually attaining the status of a balanced 
nuclear power. Undoubtedly, nuclear weapons are the supreme 
symbol of national self-reliance. 32 The expansionist policy of China 
is not only fraught with great danger to India’s self respect, security 
and adherence to the principles of peace and non-violence, but also 
accelerates a chain reaction, China fearing Soviet Union and 
United Stales, India fearing China, Pakistan fearing India, all 
countries fearing United States; the United Stales fearing the 
emerging nations as well as Soviet Union, builds four nuclear 
weapons each day. 33 In this mad race for nuclear power, Buddhist 
Tibet continues to suffer. 

Unfortunately, Clinton, in response to the Chinese test, 
ordered the department of Energy to prepare for a resumption of 
testing next year. But he prudently deferred a final decision. A 
decision not to test would lake the heat off China, which faces 
rising global criticism for its explosion. Worse yet, American testing 
would embolden those in Russia who want to resume testing and a 
new round of nuclear blasts would shatter hopes for a negotiated 
test ban and would cloud the climate for stronger anti-proliferation 
measures. 34 However, President Francois Mitterand of France had 
the right response to China’s reckless test of a nuclear warhead, and 
urged other nuclear-armed States to “keep their cool” and not to 
follow suit. President Bill Clinton would be wise to take his advice. 
The spread of nuclear arms to States that do not yet have them 
would pose much more menace to U.S. security than would a new 
Chinese warhead. That is why ending U.S. moratorium on testing 
would be a mistake; it would only weaken worldwide support for 
tighter restraints on proliferation. 35 

Changing power structure in the world has given a new fillip to 
alignments and power equations. The nuclear nations are under the 
grip of a fear psychosis. The scenerio is so rife with doubts and 
suspicions that no one can think of relying on the proclaimed 
policies and programmes of others. China presents a significant 
threat in this regard. Her declarations and proclaimed intentions on 
nuclear tests, disarmaments and self-defence can hardly be taken on 
the face value. The era of Hindi-Chini-Bhai-Bhai and Panchsheel of 
the fifties culminated in the China aggression of 1962 exposing the 
credibility of a Nation aspiring for world power status. 


Land of Peace: And Chinese Imperialism 


Jaswant Singh S. Hans is justified in saying that the Chinese 
development of 8000-12000 km range missiles in Tibet amounts to 
a danger pointed at the heart of Indian national security. 


Reincourt was one of the first Western observers to realise the 
strategic importance of Tibet in the world which was emerging from 
the Second World War, and emphasised : “-Looking at this map 
(of Tibet) which I had brought down into my room so as to be able 
to study it better, I was struck by the strategic potentialities of the 
Roof of the World, of this colossal natural fortress standing in the 
heart of Asia and almost inaccessible by land. Behind the Cyclopean 
Himalayas and Kuen Lun mountain ranges, Tibet towers on all 

sides above the three most populated countries in the world.Any 

strong power based on the Chang Tang would control the heart of 

Asia.I became convinced that if even Tibet was taken over 

by the Soviets or the Chinese Communists, the whole of India and 
of south-east Asia would become strategically untenable and left 
wide open to an invasion. Nestled in the stratospheric and hardly 
known valleys of the Roof of the World, as inexpungnable as if they 
were situated on the planet Mars, Communist armies and air force 
could forcibly dominate the largest part of Asia.” 36 Tibet after its 
occupation by China has made China strategically strong. 


China is obviously adopting a strikingly assertive stance 
towards its neighbours. It has made instrusions into Cambodian 
affairs. It still reserves the right to block Taiwan. It is turning 
Burma into a satellite. It is re-establishing its sphere of influence in 
Laos. The scenario of multipolar military environment in Far East 
has evoked a queer concern because of its strange signals to 
Australia and New Zealand. 37 Dr. Sun Yat Sen, the great Chinese 
philosopher said in 1924: “For thousands of years China had been 
trying to affect a conquest of the world. China once wanted to be 
sovereign Lord of the earth and to stand above over other nations.” 
This in his view, was imperialism, even if some people called it 
cosmopolitanism. 38 In fact, Dr. Sun Yat emphasised it was this 
imperialism that had brought about the downfall of China. He 
added: “The hidden causes of China’s decay lie in the fact that 
China was for millenniums an imperialistic State. 39 The ardent wish 
of Dr. Sun Yat Sen was that China should be content to live in her 
own vast home and never tread the path of imperialism. He wished 
the China to cure herself of the old vice and not become once again 
an expanding imperialism. Ironically Mao Tse Tung lamented “... 
the imperialist States have taken away many Chinese dependant 
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States anti a nan of her territories. Japan took away Korea, Taiwan 
- <*■* 

fordMv°ocOTpicd Tibet. Dr. Sun Yat Son declared that, “The road 
on which the Great Powers are travelling to-day, means that 
destruction of other States, if China, when she becomes strong, 
wants to crush other countries, copy the Great Powers tmpertaltsm, 
she will he a great disadvantage to the world and not an 
advtffitaee 41 The present Communist Chinese rulers have not 
heeded to the advice of Dr. Sun Yat Sen, rather to the contrary 
Mao Tsc Tung emphasised that we must conquer the globe, our 

target is the entire globe. 42 


It is a matter of historical record that this policy is being 
followed assiduously and deliberately by the present rulers of the 
China. Actively interfering in the internal affairs of Vietnam, 
Compuchea and other small nations of the Far-East is a telling 
testimony of the expantionistic trend. Invasion and occupation of 
Tibet is yet another indicator. Treaty with Pakistan, which ceded a 
considerably large and strategically placed territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir State under its illegal occupation to China is manifestation 
of the same trend as is the treaty with U.K. in regard to Hong Kong. 
Having brow-beaten and cajoled smaller countries in its periphery', 
China dared to confront the big brother, U.S.S.R. as it then was, 
again on question of territorial boundaries. In 1962 it challenged 
and succeeded in humiliating India, occupying in the process by dint 
of force significant tracts of territory all along the Himalayan 
boundary'. This approach of establishing hagemony precedent to 
over-Lordship first over the countries of the East before venturing 
farther afield mirrors the grand design of Mao at work. 


Dr. Sun Yat Sen feared-beloved China becoming a 
disadvantage to the world has come out to be true. The 
development in Tibet during the last 45 years, under the Chinese 
thumb, may be seen and understood in the perspective of what Dr. 
Sun Yet Sen, the great Chinese philosopher said in 1924. “China is 
selling missiles like clay pigeons. Candy store is wide open. With 
each missile sale it is making world a riskier place. It is a direct peril 
to reasonable system of world public order based on stable balance 
of power. China’s intentions to become military equal of USA, in 
the style of co-equal economic Japan, is no secret.” 43 To achieve the 
aim they can go to any extent. This is due to their imperialistic 
attitude, though they pose to be anti-imperialist. Morton H. 




Land of Peace: And Chinese Imperialism 


Halprm in China and the Bomb, writes: “There is nothing wrong 
even if half of humamty-if 300 million Chinese perish, for oT2 
other hand imperialism would be erased from the face of the Earth 
and those who survive would rapidly create on the ruins of 
imperialism a new, a greater times greater Civilization. This very 
attitude to thermonuclear war has more than once been reflected in 
the pronouncements of high-ranking Chinese representatives. 44 Put 
succinctly, both sister political democracies, India and America are 
facing a common expansionist threat from China. As U.S. defence 
budget has displayed a declining trend and its relationship with the 
UK has started showing fissures, geopolitical mechanism dictates 
new American defence calculations and new search for good 
friends. Lorry Pressler, U.S. Senator, during his travel through the 
Indian sub-continent on a “listen to learn”, visit, expressed concern 
over the arms race in Asia and felt that the Chinese desire for 


dominance in the region was a major problem. The Chinese seem to 
want total power in the region which could trigger of a reaction in 
Japan and other countries. He viewed that even Pakistan cannot 
really trust the Chinese and that China is the real danger to 
regional peace and security in South and East Asia in the next ten 
to twenty years. Not entirely disputing the Dalai Lama’s accusation 
that China was using Tibet as a nuclear dumping ground. He said 
that on his visit to Tibet in August, 1993, he was trailed by alleast 
fifteen securitymen wherever he went, as if the Chinese have to hide 
something in Tibet. He described Tibet as a “Slate under 
oppression” that had been “heavily militarized. 46 


It is a paradox of history that the land that had for centuries 
practised and followed the tenets of Lord Buddha, the apostle of 
peace was turned into a vast ground to play war like games by 
imperialistic China. Uranium had remained treasure in the bowels 
of mother earth for million of years in Tibet. Now, it is being 
exploited in a non-scienlific way and the same is being developed 
for destruction of the humanity. 
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Chapter 4 


Uranium—A Curse for Tibetans 


China maintains at least one-third of its nuclear 
weaponary on Tibet’s soil. Moreover, Tibet contains one of the 
world’s richest deposits of Uranium; The Chinese are likely to 
render large areas of country hazardous with radio-active 
waste through their mining activity. 

—His Holiness, The Dalai Lama, Freedom in Exile 

Uranium—a dense, hard, radioactive nickle-white metalic 
element of the Chromium group, with the heaviest atomic weight of 
any naturally occurring element, was discovered by Martin Heinrich 
Klaproth; in 1789. A French Chemist, Eugene-Melchier Peligot, 
was the first man to succeed in extracting the metal during the year 
1841. Scientific interest in the metal and its compounds was 
temporarily stimulated by the French physicist Henri Beoquerel’s 
discbveiy of radioactivity of Uranium salts in 1896. Early 20lh 
century found Uranium of its very minor practical applications. But 
with the demonstration of uranium fission in late 1930s and 
harnessing of nuclear energy in the 1940s, scientific and 
technological study of Uranium and its compounds was 
accelerated. 1 The first self sustaining nuclear chain reaction was 
conducted by Fermi at the University of Chicago on December 2, 
1942. The first of atomic bomb was detonated on July 16,1945 and 
the first bomb used in warfare was dropped on Hiroshima on 
August 6,1945. 2 

The development of atomic bombs was then taken by several 
countries. The Soviet Union tested its first fission bomb in France 
in 1960, and China in 1964. 3 

The Scientific and technological studies culminated in a 
massive release of information at the First International 
Conference on the peaceful uses of Atomic Energy, Geneva, 1955. 
Although Uranium is usually regarded as one of the rarer elements, 
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it is actually present in the earth’s crust to a considerably greater 
extent than such “Common” elements as antimony, mercury, silver 
and gold. Relatively minor amounts of Uranium are found in the 
basaltic rocks which form the floors of the oceans. Uranium is also 
found in very small quantities in meteorites. 4 Uranium forms of 
numerous minerals in nature. Natural Uranium consists of the 
isotopes U-23S, U-235 and U-234. U-235 and plutonium are used 
as a source of atomic energy. Isotopes U-238, can be converted into 
Plutonium 99.28 per cent; U-235, 0-71 per cent and U-234 in a 
minute detail. 5 A Kilogram of naturally occurring Uranium 
contains seven grams of Uranium-235, while the main component is 
Uranium-238. One gram of Uranium-235, used in atomic bomb, 
releases about 2.26 x 10 6 KWH of energy which is equivalent to an 
electric power plant operating at one million electron volt for 22.8 
hours Le., for a day approximately. For use as a nuclear explosive, 
Uranium-235 has to be separated or concentrated or “enriched” to 
90 to 95 per cent. The gaseous diffusion process is used for 
enrichment of Uranium. 7 Application of nuclear-atomic energy, 
apart from generation of electricity, is recognised as its main 
contribution for peaceful purposes, there are other spin offs that 
are increasingly making vital contribution of nuclear energy in the 
fields of medicines, agriculture and industry. Radio-isotopes the 
source of nuclear energy have revolutionised many of traditional 
concepts. The Radio isotopes have very diversified applications 
ranging from the life saving role in fighting cancer to measuring 
ground water and detection of seepage in canals and dams. It was in 
early 1939, when several physicists concluded that when atoms of a 
certain isotope of uranium are bombarded with neutrons, they split, 
releasing energy and more neutrons. The discovery that, upon 
absorbing one neutron, the uranium atom emits a few more, raised 
the possibility of staging an energy-releasing chain reaction. United 
States President Frauklin D. Roosevelt was alerted to the military 
significance nuclear russion, and in response he created what 
necame known as the Mahattan Project, which was given the task of 
designing and building the first atomic bomb. The Mahattan Project 
involved teams of scientists working on separate problems at 
several locations through out the United States. s 


The production of uranium requires the processing of a large 
amount ot ore tor the extraction of a small amount of uranium 
i,ecause the average ore contains only from about 2 to 5 pounds of 
per ton. The ore is finely grinded after roasting is leached 
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with either acid or alkali and the uranium is recovered from the 
pregnant leach liquours by various precipitation, solvent extraction, 
or ion exchanged procedures. 9 Uranium had very limited uses 
before its use for nuclear energy. It has been suggested for filaments 
of lamps. A small tube of U0 2 connected in series with the tungsten 
filaments of large incandescent lamps used for photography and 
motion pictures, tends to eliminate the sudden surge of current 
through the bulbs when the light is turned on, and thereby extends 
their life. Its compounds have been used in photography for toning, 
and as a dye or stain in the leather and wood industries. Uranium 
salts are mordants for silk or wool. A little ferro-uranium has been 
utilized in making special steels, but its value in this connection is 
questionable, and such alloys have not proved commercially 
attractive. 10 Uranium and its chain of decay products correspond to 
a source of radioactive energy which has some importance and has 
been much studied with respect to the problem of the internal 
heating of the earth. Its long half life makes possible 
determinations of the age of the earth by measuring the amount of 
lead? uranium’s ultimate decay product, in certain uranium- 
containing rocks. 11 

In addition to the fundamental processes, there are a number 
of nuclear phenomena which are susceptible to theoretical analysis 
but which do not head directly to information concerning nuclear 
forces. Nevertheless, these arc of interest for the indirect 
information that they provide. They are the external phenomena 
associated with complex nuclei, such as nuclear scattering of 
neutrons and protons, reaction cross sections, gamma emission and 
absorption, and radio-activity. 12 Although in general the exact 
solution of a many-body problem is impossible, we arc still able to 
provide a very good theoretical description of these phenomena, in 
so far as they involve the internal nuclear structure only through 
such parameters as energy, angular momentum, or parity of the 
nuclear slates. 13 Occasionally, in a favourable situation, even more 
detailed properties of the wave functions are implied. This 
description, therefore, provides a means of systematizing our 
information concerning complex nuclei. The situation is very 
similar to that in chemistry when the valence theory was found to be 
very successful and could be used to systematize information 
concerning chemical reactions. 14 

Uranium benefits are measured as the differences in energy 
costs of light water and advanced converter nuclear plants. Changes 
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in uranium prices have different relative impacts on energy costs of 
these two types of plants. “A given increase in the costs of natural 
uranium increases the cost of energy from current types of light 
water reactors twice as much as it increases that of the advanced 
thermal reactors.” 15 A change of 10 per cent in the price of natural 
uranium is associated with a change of 3.5 per cent in the fuel cost 
of light water reactors, and consequently, about a change of 1.8 per 
cent in advanced converter fuel cost. 16 


Advance converter, the high-lcmpcrature, gas-cooled reactor, 
uses a thorium cycle. Thorium is the main fertile material in lieu of 
uranium-238. The fission of uranium-235 produces uranium-233 as 
a “by-product” rather than plutonium. Uranium-233 is burned in a 
subsequent fuel cycle, thereby reducing uranium make up 
requirements. 17 The domestic uranium includes the mining of 
Uranium ore and the milling operations necessary to separate 
uranium concentrate. The uranium mines are primarily procured 
for weapons. The uranium mines are about equally divided between 
open pit and deep underground operations. 


Dr. Bill Caldicoll, on nuclear energy and so called Atoms for 
Peace opined: Nuclear plants are synonymous with nuclear 
weapons—they are poisonous bomb factories. Each reactor makes 
about 500 pounds of plutonium every year. Plutonium, named after 
the god of help, is the most poisonous chemical that man has ever 
discovered. It takes pounds of this plutonium to make an atomic 
bomb. After the Chernobyl disaster, people refuse to live near 
reactors any more. Chernobyl should have spelt the death of the 
nuclear power industry, period. The Russians are crazy. They lied 
that the reactors are completely safe. The predictions of the 
scientists that they could precisely monitor the direction of 
radio-active dust fall went awry. It went 950 miles in all directions 
as the wind blew. Scientists in the US confess that in the coming 20 

years, there are 50 per cent chances of a major accident in US 
reactors. 18 


,r aH ,, N ' JC o r ™ e u apons are thc vei 7 antithesis of Tibetan cultural 
1Q J B r ut China after lts forcible occupation of Tibet, when in 

conril.rla St , VangUard ° f lhe PLA enlered Tibet, has been 
weamn wi n h C eai K teS,S m Several areas of Tibet. The first nuclear 
in L ° nt ° lheTlbetan Plateau in 1971 and station 

dinlnmaiir^n 111 as ! n ’ * n norl bem Amdo. But a report quoting 
diplomatic sources in Vienna said in April 1970 that China had 
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already shifted some of its key nuclear installations from Sinkiang 
,o the mienor of the countty as Peking considered its 2 
concentration in Sinkiang, bordering on the Soviet Union, being 
highly vulnerable m vtew of the Sino-Soviet confrontation. The 
sources added the available reconnaissance reports had confirmed 
that large and important sections of the nuclear complex had been 
moved to remote areas including Tibet.'’ It was since 1969 
existence of additional missile and space testing and launching 
grounds in China have been reported by different sources. These 
include Shuang Ch’eng t ze in Inner Mongolia, a place in 
Manchuria, Lop Nor in Sinkiang, Nagchu Dzong in Tibet and the 
Hainan Island. 


A Report in April, 1973, quoting Western diplomatic sources 
in Kathmandu, said that China was likely to test its first ICBM, with 
a range of about 6,000 miles, by the end of 1973. The diplomats’ 
assumption was based on the reports on feverish activity in Western 
Tibet where China has reportedly installed a huge radar complex 
and the reported completion of what looked like a missile tracking 
station in one of unspecified islands of the Indian Ocean, where a 
Chinese vessel equipped with radar tracking and tclcmcntry gear, 
may be Hsianyang Hung, had also been sighted. 21 China currently 
has approximately 300-400 nuclear warheads, of which several 
dozens are believed to be in Tibet. China has established a nuclear 
missile deployment, to the west of Dhashu. A launch site for DF-4 
missiles—China’s first inter-continental ballistic missile has been 
established in the Tsaidam basin in the early seventees. The Larger 
Tsaidam site has two missiles stored horizentally in tunnels near the 
launch pad. Fuel and oxidiser is stored in separate tunnels with 
lines to the launch pad. Another nuclear missile site in Tibet is 
located at Delingha. It houses DF-43, and is the missile regimental 
headquarters for Amdo containing four associated launch sites. A 
new nuclear division has also been established in Amdo. Four CSS- 
4 missiles are reported to be based there, which have a range of 
8000 miles, capable of striking the United States, Europe and whole 
of Asia. 22 As China’s ground-based nuclear missiles can be 
transported and fired from trailers, efforts to locate and count 
missiles in certain areas remain difficult. China’s primary weapon 
research and design facility, known as the “Ninth Academy” is 
located in Dhashu (Haiyan) in the north-eastern Tibetan province 
of Amdo. This is the most secret organisation in China’s entire 
nuclear programme and remains today an important and high 
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security military weapons plant. It was responsible for designing all 
of China’s nuclear bombs through the mid-seventies. It also served 
as a research centre for detonation development, radiochemistry 
and many other nuclear weapons related activities.- 3 

In 1988, China carried out in Tibet what the Jiefangium Bao of 
16 September 1988 called “chemical defence manoeuvres in the 
high altitude zone to test newly developed equipment.” According 
to a TASS report of 3 July 1982, “China has been conducting 
nuclear tests in several areas of Tibet in order to determine the 
radiation levels among the people living in those parts.” It i s 
reliably learnt China has not only been using Tibetan land as 
nuclear waste dump but is also likely to make the facility available 
to other countries, ignoring nuclear hazards. 

It is believed that China plans to shift its major mining 
operations into Tibet by the end of this century. Environmental 
safeguards are virtually non-existent in Tibet’s mines. Particularly in 
fragile terrains, this is leading to slope destabilisation, land 
degradation, and hazards to human health and life. 24 
Environmental conditions in Tibet have major trans boundary 
effects, notably in India, China, Bangladesh and Pakistan. Nearly 
half of the global population, particularly in these four countries, 
depend on the rivers of Tibet for their sustenance. Some of the 
major floods in these countries during the last decade have been 
attributed to deforestation-related siltation of Tibet’s rivers. The 
destructive potential of these rivers increases each year as China 
continues the deforestation and uranium-related activities on the 
Roof of the World. 25 

Deforestation is a major employment in Tibet. During thirty 
years till 1985 China exploited 6.44 million cubic metres of limber 
from “Kanlho Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture.” Cut into a size 
measuring 30 centimetre wide and three metre long, and lined from 
end to end, this would be long enough to make two full circles 
round the globe. 26 The growing degradation and desertification of 
the Tibetan Plateau, unique on earth and the planet’s most 
extensive high land form, is continuing unabated. This area 
influences atmospheric circulation and jet stream wind patterns 
over Asia and according to scientists, may be related to the 
destabilisation of weather patterns over the northern hemisphere. 27 

China a player on the South Asian proliferation landscape, 
had launched an ambitious programme to expand its nuclear 
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armoury 28 and has made imnortam ctnvw • 
acquired a MIR Ved surface^o-surface m m 160601 yearS: jt has 
conducted its first successful ballistic mk i SS ! ° ^P^'hty. 29 China 
submarine. 30 Al.houghSSS' launch f '°"> 0 »»*» 
a, cntting the military site and qualitaUve^mpro^g w^pon 
systems, Beijing s nuclear arsenal is exneriPri to U wea P on 
,986.96. There has been concern 

in Xinjiang and m Tibet, whose annexation by China in the 1950s 
removed an important buffer State between the world’s two mos 
populous nations. China’s deployment strategy involves constant 
movement and concealment of nuclear forces in order to avert a 
surprise attack, but one study by two well-respected U.S. weapon 
experts suggests that the major missile deployment area is located 
m Tibet near the border with north-eastern India. 32 His Holiness 
the Fourteenth Dalai Lama, asserts that China maintains at least 
one-third of ns nuclear weaponry on Tibet soil. Moreover, Tibet 
contains one of the world’s richest deposits of uranium; The 
Chinese are likely to render large areas of country hazardous with 
radio-active waste through their mining activities. 33 China’s such 
activities are for the benefit of Chinese and to the complete 
disadvantage of Tibetans. 


Even according to Chinese documents, there are over 160 
mineral resources in Tibet, some with high commercial value. This 
includes Uranium. 34 It is believed that Tibet may have considerable 
reserves of Uranium; Some 200 deposits are staled to have been 
discovered by 1990, though the exact quantities are being kept a 
closely guarded secret by the Chinese Government. 35 Such 
Uranium rich Tibet, coupled with the inability of Tibetans to 
protect their riches, appears to have attracted Chinese towards 
Tibet. They come to Tibet only to collect the wealth of Tibet. S.P. 
Verma in his study, “Struggle For The Himalayas,” has 
unequivocally mentioned that: There were also reports of Uranium 
having been discovered in Tibet. If true, this certainly could have 
assumed importance in the light of the possibilities of China 
developing the atomic power.” 36 The peace loving and God fearing 
Tibetans ignored the warning, that in order to maintain peace, 
strength is necessary. The old proverb still holds good; that 
weakness will always be the booty of the stronger. Uranium in Tibet 
has proved to be a boon for Chinese, a curse for Tibetans and is a 
serious threat to the world peace. The world order can ignore the 
threat emanating from the huge reserves or uranium available to 
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,he Chinese in ihc Tibet at its own peril. History is an evidence to 
he fact that the Chinese would never hesitate in doing anything 
which can help it is realising her power ambitions. The reserves of 
uranium posed no threat to humanity so long they remained under 
the peace loving followers of Lord Buddha. The recent, 1992, report 
on Tibet’s Environment and Development issues, reveals that: The 
geological processes of uplift and subduclion by which Tibet was 
formed have endowed it with considerable mineral reserves. The 
quantities of borax, chromite, iron ore, lithium and uranium in 
Tibet constitute a significant share of global reserves. Tibet has 
been known as a major repository of important minerals since 
medieval times, when precious metals and gems such as gold, silver 
and turquoise were traded with India and other neighbouring 
countries. However, since Tibet’s traditional culture enforced 
restraint on mining through social and religious injunction before 
1959 there were only a few mines in Tibet. 37 


Dr. S.S. Chandel, during discussion with the author, expressed 
his views: “The dumping of Nuclear Wastes in Tibet will have long 
term repercussions. The half life of uranium (U 238 ) is 4.5 x 10 9 years 
as such the radiation emitted is health hazard for years and will 
lead to a number of incurable diseases among Tibetans. It may be 
recalled that Marie Curie who was awarded Nobel prize for Physics 
in 1903 for discovering Radium a radio-active material, died in 1934 
of a disease which affected her blood cells. The disease was caused 
because of continuous working with radio-active substances.” He 
further stressed: “The nuclear radiation emitted from nuclear 
dumps not only cause diseases like cancer, luekemia but also leads 
to genetic defirmities in the generations to come. As such, the 
Tibetans and Environmentalists must raise their voice against the 
poisoning of Tibet strongly, otherwise the unsafe disposal of 
nuclear wastes, as well as radiation eminating from nuclear tests, 
possible accidents in nuclear reactors could affect the race of god 
fearing Tibetans.” 
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Chapter 5 


Nuclearised China 


China s commitment to resources, to the development of 
a nuclear capability makes it clear that she assigns a very 
high priority to the global of becoming a military effective 
nuclear power. 

—Morton H.Halperin, China and the bomb 

Ninth Academy, the China’s primary weapon resources and 
design facility is located in Dhashu—Haiyan, in the north-eastern 
Tibetan province of Amdo. The facility is stated to be the most 
secret organisation in China’s entire nuclear programme and is an 
important and high security military weapons plant, responsible for 
designing all the China’s nuclear bombs. It also serves as a research 
centre for detonation development, radiochemistry and many other 
nuclear weapons related activities. Morton H. Halperin’s analysis 
on nuclearisation of China, is that China’s interest in acquiring 
nuclear weapons probably dates .back to the early 1950’s, when the 
Chinese communists appear to have launched their nuclear 
weapons development programme. In May 1977, they set up an 
institute of Atomic Energy and in October, apparently, signed an 
agreement under which the Russians agreed to assist them in 
production of nuclear weapons. 1 On October 16,1964, at 3.00 PM, 
Peking Time, the Peoples’ Republic of China exploded a uranium 
atomic device and conducted successfully its first nuclear test. 2 - 

In 1949, the first vanguard of the PLA entered Tibet. In the 
spring of 1950, China’s "18th Army" entered Tibet through 
Darlsedo (Chinese: Dajianlu) in the east, and through Amdo in the 
north-east. The "14th Division" entered through Deshen in the 
south-east of Tibet. After occupying Kham and Amdo, the advance 
party of the “18th Army” entered Lhasa on 9 September, 1951, 
followed by the unit’s main force on 26 October 1951. This was only 
the start of a vast programme of military build-up in Tibet. 3 The 
existence of nuclear bases and nuclear weapon manufacturing 
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centres in Tibet has been reported from lime to time. China is 
believed to have nuclear manufacturing centres at Dhashu 
(Chinese; Haiyan) which is in the "Haibei Tibetan Autonomous" 
and Tongkhor in Amdo. 4 The North-west Nuclear Weapons 
Research and Design Academy, or the "Ninth Academy" is under 
the jurisdiction of the Ninth Bureau.-’ 

The Ninth Bureau, the most secret Organisation in China’s 
entire nuclear programme, was established in 1958 and was later 
called the Nuclear Weapons Bureau. Under the jurisdiction of 
Ninth Bureau—Nuclear Weapons Bureau, the Ninth Academy had 
been functioning. 6 The site for nuclear weapons research 
development facility was chosen in 1958 by Li Jue, who had been a 
Deputy Commander and Chief of Staff of the Tibet Military 
Region. 7 The Ninth Bureau, had the jurisdiction and control over 
the working of Nuclear Weapons Research and Design Academy; 
the Beijing Nuclear Weapons Research Institute, and the Nuclear 
Component Manufacturing Plant. 8 The Ninth Academy was 
instrumental and responsible for designing all the China’s nuclear 
bombs through the mid 1970. The Academy designed and carried 
out non-nuclear explosions; besides it also served as a research 
centre for detonation development, radiochemistry and many other 
nuclear weapons related activities. 9 The primary function of the 
Ninth Academy was specifically regarding research and design, but 
it also assembled components of nuclear weapons. 10 The parts of 
Ninth Academy are located underground to prevent detection and 
possible destruction in the event of an attack. 11 John Avedon, in his 
book in Exile ’from the Land of Snows, emphasised that a gaseous 
diffusion plant, a warhead assembly plant and research labs had 
been moved to an undisclosed area in Tibet in 1968. 12 The Central 
Intelligence Agency referred to the facility as the "Koko Nor 
Nuclear Weapons Centre." 13 

Koko Nor, a Shimmering expanse of sally blue water, lies at 
the heart of a vast plateau about 10,000 feet above the sea level—In 
the past its surrounding area was sparsely populated, Chiefly by 
nomadic mongols on the north shore and Tibetans to the south. 
More recently, oil discoveries in the basin have led to growing 
industrialization. 14 

The Chinese nuclear test of October, 1964, near Lake Lop Nor 
in Sinkiang Province, shows that atleast since 1957, the Chinese 
gave high priority to the development of nuclear weapons. 16 China 
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during the period 1964-84 alone has «; f i k 
experimental missile capability tests and ahn nT carned oul 150 
Since then there'fc no Sg ba tk ^ Weapons 

.rec^S^cj^s? - rr ln au 

hy its hostile belligerent and imperialistic attitudes "particularly 
towards ns neighbours and generally towards the whole wor d The 
whole of China has not only been militarised but nuclcariscd also 
A vast section of its army has been deployed on its borders with 
neighbouring countries: more than 20,000 kilometres of border 
with 12 countries. 17 China’s commitment of resources, to the 
development of nuclear capability makes it clear that she assigns a 
very high priority to the goal of becoming a military effective 
nuclear power. 1 * Morton H. Halperin analysis that in the long-run 
estimate of the dangers of a Chinese nuclear capability bear out the 
prediction that the further spread of nuclear weapons is likely to 
increase instability in the world. 1 ? However, the extent to which a 
Chinese nuclear capability will further increase or lessen the 
stability will much depend on political developments within China, 
and China’s youth urge to move towards democracy. Undoubtedly, 
in toe iong run, a China armed with nuclear weapons will 
significantly complicate the problems faced by the world. Chinese 
leaders have not so far appreciated that nuclear spread is dangerous 
to all mankind. Morton H. Halperin believes that Chinese leaders 
have convinced themselves that the nuclear weapons, which arc 
after all created by men, certainly will be eliminated by men. 20 . They 
appear to be fatalists. Their attitude indicates, discretion vested 
with the individuals, to use the nuclear weapons will determine the 
fate of humanity, which may be loo risky. 


Nuclear Wastes from atomic power plants come in the form of 
spent fuel rods of uranium and the by-products such as plutonium. 
It is estimated that these can remain toxic to humain for over 
200,000 years. Radio-active idinc, another waste product from 
power plants, can cause cancer of the thyroid gland. Waste coming 
from the production of nuclear weapons produces radio-active 
strontium and caesium, both of which are carcenogenic. These 
materials generate heat and penetrating radiations from centuries. 
The nuclear wastes such as contaminated dust, debris, clothing, 
industrial clothing trash, etc., when dumped into the disposal sites 
can defile the atmosphere and even seep into the soil and pollute 
drinking water. 21 The fall-out can enter the food chain directly 
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at the harbivorc or primary consumer. In general the total amount 
of radioactivity decreases with distance from a nuclear test. The 
amount of fall-out received in an area is roughly proportional to the 
rainfall. The quality of all-out radionuclides that enters food chain 
and eventually becomes transferred to man depending not only on 
the amount received from the air but also on the structure of the 
cco-system and the nature of its bio-geochemical cycles. In general 
a larger proportion of all out will enter food chains in nutrient poor 
environment. 22 Food additives, synthetic fibres, plastics, drugs and 
pesticide—resource-intensive technologies have been developed, 
many of them heavily dependent on complex chemicals; and as 
production and consumption increased, so did the chemical wastes 
that are inevitable by-products of these manufacturing processes. 23 
The environmental problems associated with nuclear energy are 
unique. Radio-active material are the most deadly of all matter. The 
existence of nuclear waste dump in Tibet was raised and denounced 
last year by His Holiness the Dalai Lama at a press conference in 
Bangalore, India, based on reports he had received from inside 
Tibet. An exact location of .the dump was not provided or known. 
The Dalai Lama accurately identified the nuclear waste as product 
of a nuclear weapons facility located in Tibet, rather than waste 
-generated in China, or in other countries. Some reports have 
speculated on Chinese domestic waste dumping or the storage or 
dumping of nuclear waste from other countries. 24 China is reported 
to have stationed approximately 90 nuclear warheads in Tibet. The 
Ninth Academy, China’s North-West Nuclear Weapons Research 
and Design Academy in Tibet’s north-eastern area of Amdo, is 
reported to have dumped an unknown quantity of radio-active 
waste on the Tibetan plateau. 25 Waste disposal methods were 
reported to be casual in the extreme. Initially, waste was put in 
shallow, unlined landfills....The nature and quantity of radio-active 
waste generated by the Ninth Academy is still unknown....During 
the 1960s and 1970s, nuclear waste from the facility was disposed of 
in a roughshod and haphazard manner. Nuclear waste from the 
Academy would have taken a variety of forms—liquid slurry, as well 
as solid and gaseous waste. Liquid or solid waste would have been 
adjacent land or water sites. 26 

One of the most serious threats, almost totally ignored until 
recently, is the poisoning of water and air by toxic chemical wastes. 
As China is fast stepping up nuclear energy production to ease 
power shortages, it is likely to build its first radio-active waste 
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disposal centre, in North-West China’s Gansu Province in next 
couple of years. The geological surveys and sites for othe 
respositones are being studied 2? Fuel element defects do affect the 
safety of the reactor. The requirement is to confine radio-active 
material so that it does not escape into the atmosphere and so bring 
about awkward consequences. The radio-active material, which haf 
to be kept shut up. The fuel metal itself takes quite a long time for 
gaseous fission products to diffuse through a lump of uranium 
metal and escape beyond its boundaries. 28 The testing site for 
Chinas first atomic explosion in 1964 was close to the Ninth 
Academy. Since, then, all documented tests have been at Lop Nor, 
in China’s Xinjiang province, next to the so-called Tibet 
Autonomous Region. The latest Chinese Atomic underground test 
on October 5, 1993, which surprised the world, was conducted at 
Lop Nor. The test produced nuclear radio-active and toxic waste. 
Recently, Taiwan and China held a closed-door meeting to discuss 
the possibility of co-developing in "China" a huge dumpsile for 
Taiwan stockpile of radio-active waste. All indications arc that this 
waste will be stored in Tibet. 30 


Nuclear waste keeps pilling up. The precise amounts of 
military radio-active wastes are kept secret. There are about two 
thousand natural lakes in Tibet. One of the major lake is Kokonor, 
which has been connected by train by Ninth Academy. Alleast one 
torpedo factory was located on the shores of Lake Kokonor and has 
been converted into guest house. 31 China is stated to have been 
engaged in some of the most dangerous disposal methods, such as 
dumping waste directly into lakes. This waste management 
philosophy and practice—"dilution is the solution to pollution"—is 
still prevalent in China. 32 They also believe in the dictum of "out of 
sight, out of mind" and cheapness, have caused continuation of this 
practice. 

The Chinese leaders undoubtedly look with considerable 
satisfaction on their achievement in carrying out the nuclear tests 
despite Soviet Union withdrawal of support in 1960 and active 
opposition ever since. They undoubtedly look upon May 19,1994; as 
October 16,1964 as a further milestone on China’s road to world 
power. 33 Nani A.PaIkhivala is justified in saying: One explosion 
activates international reaction, as in case of India—when it 
exploded an atomic device in 1974—the only one—and learnt the 
bitter lesson, but a series of explosions anaesthetizes it. One blast 
brings discredit, while a sequence brings prestige and power. 34 
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Chapter 6 


Population Influx 


China’s assault on the very Tibetan identity is nearing 
its terminal and irreversible phase through the 
implementation of China’s "final solution" to the Tibetan 
problem; i.e., absorption of the Tibetans through sheer 
numbers. In reality, Tibetans are fast being marginalised and 
are becoming Second-Class citizens in their own country. 

However, Dr. R.S. Pirta, gave vent to his pent up feelings 
during a discussion with the author: "Tibet—a hidden land to 
outside world, after its usurption by China, has become a 
forbidden land to its own people." 

—Tibetan Bulletin (May-June, 1993), and Dr. R.S. Pirta, H.P. 

University 

The population of Tibet on its occupation by Chinese has 
increased many-fold. As on today, the Tibetans in Tibet are around 
six millions whereas the Chinese population has gone up to seven 
millions. Mao Tse Tung 1 had desired that he wanted ten million 
people to be settled in Tibet within a foreseeable future. If the 
Chinese population in Tibet is not checked by the world 
community, the dream of Mao Tse Tung may get fulfilled in the 
near future. In the words of one of the Pandits on environmental 
guide-lines and growth in population, "There is no free lunch." 
Mankind cannot afford to have a frontier approach, that more 
space and resources are always available instead many resources are 
fast being exhausted and living space is at the premium as 70 
million new mouths to feed are added yearly to the world 
population. This collision course between people and resources will 
not only affect the quality of life but might instigate severe 
international stress and disorder. The problems of population, food 
and resources cross all previous records. Their solution must be an 
integrated one with dual co-operation and management. 2 For the 
seven million Chinese settlers food, clothing, shelter and other 
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resources have been provided. For this purpose forests and grass¬ 
land have been brought under cultivation reducing the forest cover 
to about 50 per cent To emerge as a world power, China has estab¬ 
lished nuclear weapon research institutions like the Ninth Academy 
and Tibet has been made a store-house of nuclear and other waste. 
Donald R. Coates, is justified in saying that the environmental 
problems associated with nuclear energy are peculiar as nuclear 
power plants and military facilities release radio-active substances 
that contaminate the environment, thus affecting all living 
organisms, including humans. 3 Radio-active materials are the most 
deadly of all matter. 4 The effects are not immediate but gradual, 
and they are accumulating to more dangerous levels all the time. 


In the human organism these substances contaminate the 
internal environment with many medium and long term 
consequences. Cancer tends to develop after ten to forty years, and 
genetic diseases can appear in future generations. 5 Prior to 1959, 
estimates made by the Tibetan Government placed the total 
population of the three Tibetan provinces of U-Tsang, Kham and 
Amdo at 6 million. This figure is considered the last reliable 
estimate of Tibet’s population and has been widely reported. 6 
Melvya Goldsterin in his much discussed paper, "High Altitude 
Tibetan Populations in the Himalaya" (1981) argues that Tibet had 
an extremely low annual population growth rate of 1.21 per cent 
between the years 1650-1950. This, he asserts, was due to the effects 
of what he terms an encapsulated environment, meaning that all of 
Tibet’s arable areas were already occupied with maximum 
intensification under the available technological limits. The effect 
of such conditions, according to Goldstein, was to limit population. 
While this interesting but controversial thesis raises a number of 


questions, there is little doubt that before 1950, Tibet’s population 
growth was extremely low. The reasons, for this may include harsh 
environmental conditions, a large celibate population of monks 
comprising around 20 per cent of the population and a tradition of 
polyandry in some regions. Even after 1950, population growth in 
Tibet has remained low, when compared to nations with similar 
levels of social and economic development. 7 But population growth 
as een curtailed by some other factors. Chief among these is the 
ver . mi ion ibetans who have died for various reasons related 
o the extension of Chinese Rule over Tibet since 1949. 8 Monks 

■5T SW ofTibeta " Buddhism, the Gelug, must 
t a e w tic some belonging to the Nyingma, Kagyu and 
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Sakya sects may many. The total niimh^r . 

is less than 10 per cent of the population cnn!” 0 "^ m Tlbet t0 " day 
cent of the population in 1959; ’ P ared to about 20 per 

Number of Tibetans Died because of rh.’ n »e~ ^ 

during tlic period 1949-84. ccupation and Related Causes 


Cause of death 

U Tsang 

Kham 

Amdo 

Total 

Prison & Labour 

93,477 

64,377 

14,784 

173,138 

Executed 

28,267 

32,266 

96,225 

156,758 

Battles 

143,255 

240,410 

49,052 

432,717 

Starvation 

131,253 

89,916 

121,982 

343,151 

Torture 

27,951 

48,840 

15,940 

92,731 

Suicide 

3,375 

3,952 

1,675 

9,002 

Total 

427,578 

480,261 

299,658 

1,207,497 


Population growth has also been restricted by the forced 
abortions and infanticide practised by the Chinese .n Tibet, and the 
policy of eugenios and selective control on reproductive behaviour 
applied on Tibetans. As a matter of fact Tibetans are being 
slaughtered like guinea pigs. Given all these factors, the current 
population of Tibet is estimated at just over 6 million. This includes 
2.1 million Tibetans in U.Tsang, 1 million in Amdo and 3 million in 
Kharn. An exile community of 107,000 is currently residing in 33 
countries outside Tibet. Added up, this means that the total 
number of Tibetans in the World is 6,207 million. The figures 
tabulated are given as under: 


Current Tibetans & Chinese population in 
Tibet (in millions). 


Provinces: 

Tibetans 

Chinese 

U-Tsang 

2.1 

1.4 

Kham 

3 

3.6 

Amdo 

1 

2.6 


6.1 


Total 


7.6 
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This total reflects an average annual population growth rate of 
0 8 per cent since 1959, if one excludes the 1.2 millions deaths due 
to the Chinese occupation. While this rate may appear to be low, it 
is similar to the growth rate of the Tibetan exile community since 
1959 which is under 1%. 10 The total number of Chinese currently in 
Tibet is estimated at between 7 and 8 million, chiefly concentrated 
in the eastern regions of Amdo and Kham. At first glance those 
numbers may seem high, but given the high incentives to Chinese 
settlers, the inner most military presence on the Indian border and 
the numbers of Chinese industrial enterprises in these regions, the 
total is easily accounted for. 11 If to this one adds the People’s 
Liberation Army troops permanently stationed near the Indian 
border in U-Tsang, the total number of Chinese in U-Tsang alone 
would be around 1.4 million. 12 Therefore, the total number of 
Chinese settlers—civil—and Military personnel in all three regions 
of Tibet is approximately 7.6 million. 

Mao Tse Tung during 1953 had said that: it was the mission of 
China to bring progress to Tibet by developing its natural 
resources. 13 But the reports regarding development of natural 
resources of Tibet, during the last more than four decades, appear 
to be for the benefit of Chinese and to strengthen the Chinese grip 
of Tibet. The exploitation of natural resources at the cost of 
environment is terrifying. Fritjof Capra, in Turning Point, however, 
asserts that the slow down the rapid depletion of natural resources, 
we need not only to abandon the idea of continuing economic 
growth, but to control the world wide increase in population. 14 
Peking has moved millions of Chinese into Tibet since 1950. Both 
Chinese civilian and military personnel—particularly retired 
servicemen—have been moved into Tibet. 

As a consequence of Chinese population transfer, Tibetans 
find themselves marginalised in economic, political, educational 
and social spheres. In Kham and Amdo, most of the fertile land in 
the valley have been given to the Chinese settlers, driving the 
Tibetans to more and more barren lands. Furthermore, Chinese 
settlers are given preference over Tibetans in jobs created by 
forestry and mineral exploitation in Tibet. 13 The general economic 
impact of the Chinese settlers, on Tibetans may be gauged from the 
ollowing illustration, 16 regarding the relationship ratio in Tibetan 
Towns about the Chinese and Tibetans business concerns: 
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Chinese 


Tibetans 


Camdo 

Powo Trama 
Lhasa 

Tsawa Pasho 
Southern Kham 


748 

229 

12,527 


133 


92 

3 

300 


15 



housing, hospitals, cinemas and schools for Chinese settlers. 17 
Housing, health care, cultural and educational facilities are all part 
of an enormously expensive undertaking to provide for the Chinese 
in Tibet. High-altitude allowance, is granted to the Chinese settlers. 
Prior to Chinese occupation, Tibet grew enough food for its own 
needs—and also little more. Barley, the principal grain grown in 
Tibet, is not favoured item in Chinese cuisine nor is the locally 
grown rice. The result has been that much of the foodstuffs required 
by the Chinese militaiy and civilian settlers have had to be 
transported long distances by trucks from China. 18 Chinese settlers 
are provided high subsidies for transporting wheat and rice by 
trucks to Tibet. 19 Annual wages for Chinese citizens arc 87 per cent 
higher in Tibet than in China. Longer the stay in Tibet, higher the 
benefits. Vacations for Chinese personnel in Tibet are longer than 
those in China. For every eighteen months of work in Tibet, they 
receive a three-month leave back to China, and all the expenses are 
paid by Chinese Government. The Chinese entrepreneurs receive 
special tax exemptions and loans at low-rate interest in Tibet, 
whereas for Tibetans to start an enterprise in their own homeland, 
even getting the licence is difficult. 19 China’s assault on the very 
Tibetan identity is nearing its terminal and irreversible phase 
through the implementation of China’s "final solution", to the 
Tibetan problem; Le., absorption of the Tibetans through sheer 
numbers. In reality, Tibetans are fast being marginalised and 
becoming second-class citizens in their own country. 20 The 
significant settlements of non-Tibetans from China have occurred 
in the traditional territory of Tibet without the free consent of the 
Tibetan people. It poses a serious threat to the survival of the 
Tibetan people. There are many other serious consequences for the 
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environment. Unmindful of environment, China, in practice regards 
Tibet not only as its colony, but is also administering it in a typical 
colonial manner. 

In every town, the Chinese have built—or rather, made the 
Tibetans build—hundreds of new houses, and many cities like 
Lhasa, Chamdo, Shigotse and Gyantse have more new houses than 
old ones. Yet no ordinary Tibetan lives in these new houses. These 
are occupied by Chinese and a few Tibetan cadres . 21 

The practice of population transfer, explicitly outlawed in 
article 49(6) of the Fourth Geneva Convention—and ratified by 
China is carried out with pre-meditated intent and impunity in the 
Occupied Territory of occupied Tibet. The population transfer 
policies of the Chinese government in Tibet have taken on even 
more awe-some proportions, culmination in a situation wherein 
Tibetans have became a minority in many parts of Tibet, including 
Amdo, parts of Kham, Lhasa and other urban centres. This process 
while a longstanding one, involving the settlement of millions of 
Chinese in Tibet—has recently reached utterly intolerable 
proportions, resulting in the arrival of more than 100,000 Chinese 
settlers in Tibet in June and July 1992 alone. Large tracts of land in 
Phenpo are being prepared to accommodate an influx of 300,000 
Chinese immigrants and Lhoka and Kongpo in southern Tibet are 
being readied for the settlement of some of one million Chinese to 
be displaced by the Chinese government to construct the heavily 
criticised three Gorges Dam. 22 Statement made by Miloon Kothari, 
on behalf of Habitat International Coalition at the UN Commission 
on Human Rights (49lh Session) in Geneva on February 8,1993 on 
population transfer and settlements policies, clarifies that the "new 
towns" now dominate virtually all urban centres in Tibet, built 
almost exclusively for Chinese settlers and a few Tibetan cadres who 
work for the Chinese administration. As one of many incentives 
offered to Chinese immigrants, guaranteed accommodation forms a' 
basic for these huge, non-democratic settlement activities. No such 
assurances are ever offered to Tibetans, creating a situation 
recognised by the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination in 1990—of acute discrimination in the housing 
field. "Hie situation is so dire in fact, that only a dismal 2 per cent of 
the built-up area in Lhasa consists of Tibetan dwelling. Prior to the 
invasion in 1949-50, Lhasa was 100 per cent Tibetan, whereas today 
Chinese settlements and dwellings totally dominate the city, which 
has been mutilated by the planning and housing process. 23 One of 
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the most visible signs that may be noticed t„ fh xr 
Dechen areas, where extensive lumberina L ^ Ngapa ’ ***** and 
alone some 40,000 Tibetans are invoted if? °? In Ngapa 
deforestation continues unabated The • m Iumberin g and 
effected with its impact for centunVc environment is adversely 
produces are taken to China both bv road C °? e - A11 these lumber 
Wans do no. receive any Da ™ Ian<l nvw '^ponaiion. 
Despite their poor living conditions thpv r com P ensation for this, 
from a cap to a 
Such is the Chinese 

material, the manufactured goods bv chiW raw 

consumer is forced to purchase the same, b, force ofWr««" 

Population transfer is a practice which many occupying 
powers, colonial administrations and totalitarian rulers have used 
and are using still to break resistance to their rule and consolidate 
control over a particular territory. Hitler developed large-scale 
population transfer plans and Stalin carried out many such pl?£ 
with tragic results that we are seeing today throughout the former 
Soviet Union China has transferred millions of Chinese into inner 
Mongolia reducing the Mongolian population to an insignificant 
minority. China has also moved millions of Chinese into Eastern 

Turkestan. Many believe that in this respect China has turned out 
to be man-eater. 


At two days International conference, held in the premises of 
the French Parliament, from September 30, 1993, Andre 
Colucksmann appealed to the "realists—his reference to the 
governments and diplomats who feel that the only six-million 
Tibetans do not count much against the one billion Chinese "The 
wrong done to the Tibetan people today contains evils which, 
tomorrow, will set the Chinese against the Chinese. This is likely to 
happen on account of ever changing world, I Ching emphasised 
After a time of decay comes the turning point. The powerful light 
that has been vanished returns. There is movement, but it is not 
brought about by force.... The movement is natural, arising 
spontaneously. For this reason the transformation of the old 
becomes easy. The old is discarded and the new is introduced. Both 
measures accord with the time; therefore no harm result." 26 We 
must put a stop, to this now, as the peace of the planet is at stake. 27 
Uver population and its after affects have been considered by 
ritjof Capra and his analysis is that more than fifteen million 
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people-most of them children-die of starvation each year; 
another 500 million are seriously undernourished. Almost 40 per 
cent of the world’s population has no access to professional health 
services- yet developing countries spend more than three limes as 
much on armaments as on health care. Thirty-five per cent of 
humanity lacks safe drinking water, while half of its scientists and 
engineers are engaged in the technology of making weapons. 28 In 
such a situation each new missile makes nuclear war more likely. 
Nuclear weapons do not increase security, as the military 
establishment would have us believe; they merely increase the 
likelihood of global destruction. 

The remarks of Justice Flix Frankfurter addressed to the 
problems of the thirties are relevant to the present to 20th and 
coming 21st century Tibet. Large scale industry and progressive 
urbanisation, presses its problems; the history of political and social 
liberty admonishes us of its lessons. Nothing less is our task than 
fashioning instruments and processes at once adequate for social 
needs and the protection of individual freedom. 29 The explosion of 
grave concern for environment at any private and Government level 
is the great political phenomenon of recent times. The sporadic and 
unorganised struggle of environment stragglers, the wild-life and 
bird lovers, wilderness wanderers have identified the conservation 
movement of the environment and are focusing their attention on 
denuded forests, balding hills, dis-appearing prairie, extinct species 
of rare fish, thinning wild life, and vanishing birds. The movement 
has become the crusade of anyone, almost everywhere for a "livable 
environment”. There is an increasing awareness that in cleansing up 
our environment, if not in wilderness, lies the preservation of the 
World. 30 Restoring nature to the natural state is a cause beyond 
party and beyond factions. It has become a common cause of all the 
people. An onerous obligation which owe to posterity is clean air, 
clean water, greenery and open spaces. These ought to be elevated 
to the status of birth rights of humanity. 31 Undeniably, no 
development is possible without some adverse effect on the ecology 
and environment but the projects of public utility cannot be 
abandoned and it is necessary to adjust the interest of the people as 
well as the necessity to maintain the environment. 32 

The presence of Chinese settlers and military personnel is 
putting a severe strain on Tibet’s food production system. There are 
indications that the degradation of croplands and pastures is 
directly attributable to unsustainable attempts to grow more food 
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for the Chinese within and outside Tibrt rn- 

responsible for taking farmland away from ^ SeU1CrS are 

farmland to new areas, thus inter^X! u ans or cxtendin g 

the delicately balanced design of traditional 1 ? P . aslures ’ forests and 

implications of this Chinese DODuiatinn • ^ USe in Tibet - 33 The 
than a competition for scarce resource? amounl . l ° more 
"development" in Tibet is to make it The . Veiy mlent of 

settlers to inhabit. The net result of this ,<?» SUUab ri C f ° r Chinesc 

margin both of the economic system and the nTral reso'urces^blse 
on which they have traditionally survived. The policy of Chine e 
population transfer into Tibet is thus a major issue whh sS 
Tibet*? S ° environmental implication for the peopll of 


In the wake of the 21st century, it is neither feasible not 
practicable to have negative approach to the development process 
of the society, but that does not mean, without any consideration 
for the environment. There should be a proper balance between the 
protection of environment and the development process- The 
society shall have to prosper, but not at the cost of the environment - 
and in the similar vein, the environment shall have to be protected 
but not at the cost of the development of the society—there shall 
have to be both development and proper environment and as such, 
a balance has to be found out and administrative actions ought to 
proceed in accordance therewith and not d’hors the same. 35 It may 
not be lost sight of the fact the population growth and modern 
technological developments by themselves pose a great threat to 
the very existence of living and non-living organisms—this is not 
confined to a particular region, but it has crossed trans-national 
frontiers. 36 


Development is good and may be needed for population 
growth but it should not be at the cost of ravishing our natural 
resources. Undisputably as on today the society’s interaction with 
nature is so extensive that the environmental question has assumed 
proportions affecting all humanity. Industrialisation, urbanisation, 
explosion of population, over exploitation of resources, depletion 
of traditional sources of energy and raw material, the disruption of 
natural ecological balances, the species for economic reasons and 
sometimes for no good reason at all are factors which have 
contributed to environmental deterioration. While the scientific 
and technological progress of man has invested him with immense 
power over nature, it has also resulted in the unthinking use of the 
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power, encroaching endlessly on nature. If man is able to transform 
deserts into oases, he is also leaving behind deserts in the place of 
oases. 37 

In ultimate analysis, the balance between environment and 
development must be maintained. The genuine needs and 
requirements of the people should be taken care of and 
environment should not turn out to the negative factor for 
development. Over the years, there is a large scale destruction of 
environment in Tibet and the Chinese are responsible for it. Any 
attempt to protect the environment in Tibet at a belated stage, 
would only amount denial of basic necessities—amenties of life to 
Tibetans—who virtually depend upon nature for their survival. 
Environment is for the people and the people are not for 
environment. Awareness needs to be created that preservation of 
environment is necessary for- the people. Environmental issues are 
relevant and deserve serious consideration. But the needs of the 
environment require to be balanced with the basic needs of the 
Tibetans and not the huge Chinese population settled in Tibet. Dr. 
R.S. Pirta during a conference with the author, gave vent to his 
feelings, "Tibet—a hidden land to the outside world, after its 
usurption by China, has become a forbidden land to its own people. 

The population growth in Tibet is likely to leave its scars. The 
population of Tibet, due to Chinese influx has increased three-fold 
and the poverty of Tibetans has escalated since its occupation by 
Chinese Army. The development has benefited the Chinese settlers, 
while the Tibetan population has not only been impoverished and 
marginalized but is being squeezed out of existence. 
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m a ZtJ^T alon ° r m “ h Cmmmb ' “»«. 

ma s traditional environment protection system has given 

me n Proportions..... Traditional 

Tibetan economic and religious value systems led to the 

rtirZ l TX 1 environmenlal Potion practices. 
Their belief in Buddhist teachings of “Right to Livelihood” 

stresses the importance of “contentment” and discourages 
over-consumption. It also frowns upon over-exploitation of the 
earths natural resources as this is perceived to harm other 
living beings and their habitat. As early as 1642, the Fifth 
Dalai Lama issued a decree for protection of Animals and the 
Environment. Since, then, such decrees have been issued 
annually. 


— “State of Tibet’s Environment”, Tibet: 

Proving Truth from Facts, (1993). 

General wish of the people, throughout the world—including 
those who are responsible for pollution, is to live in contamination 
free environment. Tibet may still, with some safeguards, be able to 
provide contamination free environment. Tibet-the Roof of the 
World, is situated in the heartland of Asia. Its high fragile 
environment has long provided a very specialised life-support 
system to the Tibetan people. The Buddhist ethos of Tibet’s people 
make them consider nature as something to be held in trust for all 
sentient beings. The high altitude of Tibet and its extreme climate 
conditions affect the regeneration of vegetations and the damage 
caused to the environment may be irreversible in this background. 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama included the protection of Tibet’s 
environment as one of the points in his Five-Point Peace Plan for 
Tibet, and spoke of Tibet becoming an oasis of peace and non¬ 
violence where man and nature will exist harmoniously. 1 The 
environment is a set of natural conditions in a particular place. The 
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• m „m> strict lv meaning the physical surroundings 
word environment . J sccment of the earth, when one 
influencing development of S CO n<iilions is afrected, 

componeni or allribulc of the seizor na ^ ^ ^ 

Ihe total chain W1 . f tiono [ nauir al environment in Tibet is 
population exoasstv of Tlba by Communist China, 

Ss Litional environment protection *«£*£> wg to 

an “ecocide” of “d tT£ 

Ss".^ wa* resource and the wildlife.’ Traditional Tibetan 
forests, me , systems led to the evolution of 

sucSul environmental protection practices. Their belief in the 
Buddtdsl teachings of Right to Livelihood stresses the importance 
of “contentment” and discourages over-consumplton. ft also frowns 
upon over-exploitation of the earth's natural raourcesas this ,s 
perceived to harm other living beings and their habitat. As early as 
1642 the Fifth Dalai Lama issued a Decree for the Protection of 
Animals and the Environment. Since then, such decrees have been 
issued annually. 4 


Tenzin Phuntsok Alisha, an Environment Officer, on Tibetan 
approach to ecology explains that: for centuries Tibetans have lived 
in harmony with nature, always seeking to learn and understand its 
haunches and rhythms. A general taboo against exploiting the 
environment was a direct result of Buddhist knowledge and belief 
about the inter-relationship between all plants and animals, as well 
as the “non-living” elements of the environment such as the sky, 
mountains, valleys lakes, rivers and sunshine. This close 
relationship between our religion and nature meant that the simple 
yet effective principles which maintain balance in the natural world 
have become a part of Tibet daily lives. 5 Local Lamas or Rimpoches 
also issued Tsalsigs. This tradition was prevalent throughout the 
three Provinces of Tibet from 1642, the date of the first Tsatsigs, 
until 1958. Tsatsigs were considered the most effective way to 
preserve the Dharma (the teachings of Buddhism), and the life 
peace, happiness and health of all sentient beings, as well as to 
prevent disease or war. 6 Monks and nuns, farmers, nomads and 
other lay Tibetans had their own prescribed practices and 
conventions which showed concern for the environment. Monks; 
nuns and monasteries were forbidden to deal in any kind of 
livestock. For three months in the summer, monks and nuns, 
comprising one-fifth of Tibet’s entire population, went into retreat. 
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From the sixteenth of the sixth 
of ihe eighth month, they would no ? !" 0 ”' h “ nlM lhc thirteenth 
monasteries. Such retreamTc “ed „ “ ^ * ro ™ d . s ° f 
accidental crushing of worms P revent the killing or 

during the summed iTp^LT i,^ T* ‘“ !vcl ' ) r 
and nuns would pray for the well hii Inslea(i » lh c monks 

Farmers had their ^ g °il Creatures - ? 

their own laws concerning the preservaUon ont!/ 086 ^ and mak ° 

the current year. Among the rules observed whenSZswIre 
growing, monks and nuns werp nm ,n„ . sealings were 

(their celibate lifestyle was seen as being .XtUity)”™ 

quarrels or games could take place in the middle of ftelds Sofev 

“e^foSy Sh0Mi "« «" »“* and the'sho^ 

years ago, TibelaSa^pmS'^“toiSSe^h ^^^1!!! 
forms of hie. For the health of His Holiness the Dalai Uma for ,hc 
sake of the Dharma and for the bcndil of all sentient beings, the 
village heads, officials and governors of all districts of Tibet arc 

woTv^Th'p r r V H nt lhC kilUng ° f 311 3nimals ’ exce P l h y cnas and 
wolves. The fish and otters of the water, animals of the hills and 

•forests, the birds of the air, all animals endowed with the gift of life 

whether great or small must be protected and saved. Governors 

must see that the contents of this decree are carried out fully . 9 After 

Chinese occupation of Tibet, many wild animals and birds have 

vanished through destruction of their habitat or have been 

slaughtered by indiscriminate hunting for sport and to furbish 

China’s illicit trade in wildlife products. There have been numerous 

and continuing reports of Chinese soldiers using automatic 

weapons to wipe out herds of wild yaks and wild asses for sport. 10 

Unrestricted hunting of wildlife continues to lake place. Hunting 

tours” organised for wealthy foreign clients-for trophies of 

endangered species-appears in the official Chinese news media 

regularly. The present scenario is likely to result in the irrevocable 

loss of countless Tibetans species even before they have been 

discovered and studied. Also, it constitutes a known threat to the 

very survival of species treasured in Tibetan culture and of 

immeasurable value to the world. 11 

The rapid decline of Tibet’s wild animals and birds of unique 
variety in the world is amazing. Some wild animals and birds have 
already become distinct in Tibet and others are in the process of 
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now found predominantly in Tibet. The following list is not 
exhaustive, and only mentions mammal species whose survival is 
definitely endangered 12 
MAMMALS 


Ailuropoda mclanolcuca 
Ursus tubctamus 
Ailurus fulgens 
Panthera uncia 
Ochotona koslowi 
Ochotona mulicnsis 
Macaca tibctana 
Rhinopithecus roxellance 
Cervus albirostris 
Cervus claphus manceilli 
Elaphurus davidianus 
Bos grunniens 

Budorcas taxicolor tibetana. 
Nemorphedus baileyi 
Capra falconeri 
Canis lupus 

Cervus claphus wallichi 
Camalus bactrianus. 


1. Giant Panda 

2. Asiatic Black Bear 

3. Red Panda 

4. Snow Leopard 

5. Koslow’s Pika 

6 . Muli Pika 

7. Tibetan Macaque 

8 . Snub-nosed Golden Monkey 

9. Thorold’s Deer 

10. Me Neil’s Deer 

11 . Pcre David’s Deer 

12. Wild Yak 

13. Tibetan Takin 

14. Red Goral 

15. Markhor 

16. Gray Wolf 

17. Shou 

18. Wild Bacirian Camel 


The rale of endemism among Tibet’s wild animals is also high, 
with species such as, the drong or wild yak, the kiang or wild ass, the 
Tibetan gazelle, the Tibetan antelope, the snubnosed monkey, the 
Mull and Koslow’s pikas (akind of small hare) and the Tibetan 
brown bear found only in Tibet. Estimates of the exactrate of 
endemism among animal species were hard to arrive at given the 
poor data. Rowell notes that a number of animals on the Tibetan 
plateau appear to be a of a single sub-species with special adaption 
for life at extreme high altitudes. 13 The Chang Thang Reserve, 
probably the world’s largest protected area at 237,000 km., was 
established in technical collaboration with wildlife Conservation 
International. Located at heights of between 4,700 and 5,000 
metres, the reserve was intended to conserve an unusual array of 
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large mammals including antelope, gazelle, wild ass, argali sheen 
and brown bear, all endemic to the Tibetan Plateau . 14 P 

Another 10,000 km., area around Lake Nam Tso is bcine 
considered for protection as a bird sanctuary in collaboration with 
Domestic Technology International, a private U.S. agency w The 
birds species whose survival appears to be endangered arc 
enumerated here under. 16 


BIRDS 

1. Blyth’s Tragopan 

2 . Cabot’s Tragopan 

3 . Sclaier’s Monal 

4 . Sichaun Partridge 

5 . Black-neckcd Crane 

6 . Blyth’s Kingfisher 

7 . Gray-sided Thrush 

8 . Przewalski’s Parrotbill 

9. Fufous-headcd Parrotbill 

10. Large-billed Bush Warbler 

11 . Brown-chested Jungle Flycatcher 

12. Beautiful Nuthatch 


Tragopan blylhii 
Tragopan caboti 
Lophophorus sclatcri 
Arborophila rufpeclus 
Grus negricollis 
Alccdo herculus 
Yurdus fcae 

Paradoxornis przewalskii 
Paradoxornis ruficeps 
Bradyptcrus major 
Rhinomyias brunneata 
Sitta Formosa 


It may be noticed that Tibet possesses vast stretches of 
wilderness which are subject to little or no human intervention. 

Daniel Miller, in a lead Article “The changing face of Tibet’s 
‘Marlboro’ country”, depicts Eastern Qinghai Province as true 
“Marlboro Country” because of its snow peaks, sprawling mountain 
valkys watered by clear running streams and good grass, and cold, 
wind-swept steppes where a horseman can ride for hundreds of 
miles without encountering a fence. 17 Scattered across the plateaus 
and forest areas of Tibet, the total area of these wildernesses is 
estimated at over one million km. 

Every year, thousands of tonnes of fish from Chinghai s 
various lakes, such as Trishor Gyalmo, Kyareng, Nroreng, Machu, 
etc., arc carted away to China. According to a report from the 
Chinghai Audit Department and Chinghai Water Resource 
Department, from Trishor Gyalmo Lake alone, 84,221 tonnes of 
fish were transported to China between 1959 and 1983. The total 
quantity of fish taken away from the whole of Changhai Province 
during the same period amounted to 179,663 tonnes, the ^P orl 
says. 18 Every year the wildlife of Changhai Province provides ina 
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with over 360,000 animal pelts, 4,000 carcasses of wild birds, about 
115 tonnes of meat, 1,700 antlers, over 270 sangs of musk (20 sangs 
make a kilo), and 1,300 pairs of fultures’ wings. 19 Because of 
excessive poaching for trade in meat and pells and to provide sport 
for the Chinese, Tibet’s wild life has dwindled manifold. Since 1949, 
large numbers of blue sheep arc killed every year and shipped as 
meant to markets in Europe; musk deer are increasingly poached 
for the valuable musk, as are red deer white-lipped deer for their 
velvet antlers. 20 The plateau’s wildlife species arc beginning to be 
threatened by increasing human population and livestock numbers 
due to the opening of the Tibetan plateau and improved 
communication with the mainland of China, the traditional 
equilibrium of the pastoral system is under considerable pressure to 
support more intensive live-stock production. This is because of the 
demands that have been prompted by China’s economic growth. 21 
Some species like pandas and golden monkeys have become almost 
extinct in Tibet. Pandas and golden monkeys were to be found in 
what is now known as Nenphen in Ngapa, and Drugchu Dzong, also 
in Nagapa. Some years back, the Chinese captured lots of pandas in 
these areas of Tibet and transported them to Peking, Shanghai and 
Chengdu from where they are either sold or given as presents to 
foreign dignitaries and trade partners. 22 Before 1949 one could see 
herds of drongs (wild yaks) in the Chinghai regions of Bongtak 
Gongma, Cnillian Hills, Nuwu-li, Puwu-li, Kuwi-li in Tuwu-lcn 
district, Dhang-la pass, etc., in more desolate valleys of western 
Jangthang, there continue to be large herds of wild yak. Wild yak 
arc hugc-a big bull standing almost two metres from the shoulders 
and weighing upto a tonne—their horns large enough to serve as 
milk pails for early nomads. 21 In the nomadic regions of Golok, also 
in Amdo, there were hundres of Kyangs (wild asses). Today, one 
would hardly find a single wild animal in these regions. According 
to the local inhabitants, the Chinese soldiers slaughtered (hem en 

mass from 1958 to 1960, and their carcasses were taken away to 
China. 24 J 


H.H. the Dalai Lama even when he was a child used to feed 
and play with the fish in Norbulingka lake. In his Book ‘My Land 

„ e e narrales his personal experiences and predicted : 
And there, also in the lake, I used to feed my fish, which would rise 
c surface expectantly when they heard my footsteps. I do not 

mmIT- l k S h3ppenCd 10 lhe hislorical ™Ls of the 
p in mg a out them, I sometime also wonder whether my 
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„ s „ were so unwise as to rise to the surface when they first heard 
the hoots of Chinese soldiers in the Norbulingta. If to d d to 
have probably been eaten.” 25 6 y aid ’ lhey 


Su ch is the concern of His Holiness about the all santient 
beings. The fish m almost all the lakes in the religions places in 
Tib et as also m places like Rewalsar-a Buddhist pilgrimmage are 
not permitted to be fished rather are fed by the pilgrims. 


Man’s meddling with nature, by numerous ways, including 
chemical effluents, nuclear waste, denudiation of forests, aimlessly 
killing of birds and animals, results in acid rain, ever increasing 
presence of carbon-dioxide in the atmosphere, ultimately ends in 
the greatest ecological crisis. Ecology, a branch of biology has been 
defined as the study of organisms in relation to one another and 
their surroundings-environment. The environment itself includes 
not only' the animate organisms that populate the biosphere but 
also the inanimate forests in nature. In other words by environment 
is meant those natural things that surround us-the essentials to 
sustain life, such as the earth’s atmosphere, healthy air and 
drinkable water, together with the non-essentials-that help to 
make life sustainable, such as wild animals. Undoubtedly, it is the 
biosphere-the air and water encasing the earth, in addition to the 
green cover and the wildlife, that sustains life on this planet. 
Scientifically speaking, it is the mixture and fine balance of oxygen, 
nitrogen carbon-dioxide and water vapour that is vital for life. 
Ecology embraces in its ambit, the whole world of organic 
life-plants including fungi and animals including microbes and 
man. In the eco-system all species of life, plant and animal, are 
inter-linked with one another. Interference with any species will 
have long standing repercussions on others. 26 These all are 
interdependent. 


Dr. Sonam Lahmo, Medical Officer Tibetan Medical and 
Astro-Institute, in a published article on Sowa Rigpa—Healing 
Science, expressed her view on “Environment”, as per Guru 
Padama Sambhava to King Tresung Dewtsen in Tibet in 8th 
Century: human beings will become of mischievous mind and 
character after 19th century. It will be due to environmental 
degradation Le., deforestation, killing animals and birds ruthlessly. 
Excavating mountains, shaking oceans and lakes, setting fire to 
forest wealth and destroying nature’s beauty and heritage. I his 
imbalance of nature will lead to unusual human be aviour. 
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perverting sexual activities and environmental pollution. Tibet has 
very conducive and rich environment. It was strictly prohibited to 
hunt animal wealth, to cause deforestation and destablishing the 
environment. Tibet had rich forest, plenty of animal wealth like 
deers, bears, zebras and male and female yarks etc. and other 
different kinds of animals and birds and large store of mineral 
wealth. But since China’s invasion in 1950, Communist Chinese 
came and due to their invasion there are no more rich, forest, 
animals and even dogs. His Holiness also preaches to save the 
whole planet by preserving the natural heritage and environment. 
Animals and birds being members of world family have as much 
rights, demand and desire as the human beings have in this world. 27 
Maharaj Jambeshwar the founder Guru of ‘Bishnoi Religion’ 
during 1542, said : “Jeev Daya palni rukh lilo nahin dhave”-be 
kind to animals and do no harm to green trees. These words have 
been given the most important place in twenty-nine principles of 
Bishnoi religion and have actually been followed and practised by 
Bishnois. The people have even sacrificed their lives in order to 
protect animals and trees during the last five centuries. 28 


But as on today, local cultures and economics are disappearing 
at an alarming rate, taking animal and plant species with them. 29 
The excessive technological growth has created an environment in 
which life has become physically and mentally unhealthy. Fritjof 
Capra, asserts that: polluted air, irritating noise, traffic congession, 
chemical contaminants, nuclear radiation and many other sources 
of the physical and psychological stress has become part of every 
day life. 30 This all is due to greed in the name of development, in 
complete disregard of nature and local cultures. Need is to regain a 
balance between the local and global. Even though the phrase 
think globally, act locally” is mouthed frequently but the thrust of 
modernization is entirely in the direction of globalization. 31 In 
doing so it is destroying an economy that had served the physical 
and spiritual needs of the people for more than thousands of years. 

raditionally, the Tibetans had used the resources in their 
immediate vicinity with remarkable ingenuity and skill, and worked 
out ow to live in relative comfort and enviable security They were 
comem wilh that they had, bearing in mind that all the sentient 
emgs ave equal rights on the mother earth and must have their 

nr^fnf^ 1 " m V° l ^»* r res P ectlve needs, on the basis of philosophy 
... . r e P ei1 ence “there are others arounds us, and we are 

ivmg in association with them, and we alone are not his creations. 
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Wildlife Conservation 


Swami Chinmayananda explains that: For all th*. . 
world, the Earth is essentiaily as sweet “ “j 

the creatures living on it; All the living beingsare inTurn If 
as honey to the Supreme Purusha-the creator.^ ’ 


Dr. V.S. Negi, Assistant Professor 
language during discussion with the 
conservation, explains: 


department of Bhoti 
author, on wildlife 


History also tells that in ancient times the kings who adopted 
Buddhism left the path of violence. In our neighbouring country 
Tibet, 33rd King Srong-Chen Gampo was one of those rulers who 
left the path of violence after adoption of Buddhism and thereafter 
entire Tibet followed the path of non-violence propounded by Lord 
Buddha. This was the basic reason that before the Chinese 
aggression, the wild and pet animals were seen grazing, but today 
the position in Tibet is different from the one prevailing before 
1959. After the usurption of this territory by China, the manner in 
which the dense forests have been dazed to ground, has put the life 
of wild species, the previous heritage of nature, in utter danger. 
Most of the wild species have been decimated. Their protection and 
care is not only the responsibility of the people living in Tibet, but 
the entire humanity has to take care of their safety. 


Tibetans are being badly hit, with the indiscriminate felling of 
trees and deforestation. Apart from spelling ecological insecurity 
and loss to production, forestry, this continuous trend has increased 
poverty and misery among them. The relationship between the 
Tibetan population and forests can hardly be over emphasised. The 
two have been co-existing mutually benefiting since times 
immemorial. Forests occupy a central position in the Tibet’s 
economy. To them the forest is symbolised as worship and 
livelihood. Forests has been a way of life to them. To reduce the 
forest area in size and quality, is to deliberately impoverish Tibet, 
and ultimately our earth. Laeeq Futehally is justified in saying that 
we, human beings are not only and alone beneficiaries but also the 
trustees of the wealth which comes through forests. 
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Chapter 8 


Environmental Catastrophe 



One of the most positive development in the world 

gr i 8 awareness ° fthe of 

the Nature. There is nothing sacred or holy about this. Taking 
care of our planet is like. Taking care of our houses. Since we 
human beings come from Nature, there is no point in our 
going against Nature ; that may be reason for His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama saying: “the environment is not a matter of 
religion or ethics or morality. These are luxuries, since we can 
survive without them. But we will not survive if we go against 
Nature.” 


—Dalai Lama, Freedom in Exile. 

_ * 

The world is beset with environment problems. Acid rain, 
green-house effect, frequent floods, marching deserts and loss of 
protective cover of ozone are but a few manifestations of our 
insensistivily to environment and ecology. One single factor that 
contributes to a healthy environment is a dense and rich forest 
cover. “Tibet: Proving Truth From Facts”, May convince any 
prudent person that Tibet’s dense forest was primarily old growth, 
with trees of over 200 years old predominating. This was due to 
continuous effort by Tibetans and their administration. In the year 
1642, His Holiness the Great Fifth Dalai Lama, Ngawang Lobsang 
Gyalso, became both the political and spiritual leader of Tibet. 
Since then, in the tenth month of every year, a “Decree for the 
protection of Animals and the Environment” was issued in the 
name of God-king, the Dalai Lama. The people of the Tibet have a 
traditional respect and concern for nature, much of this traditional 
concern was based on religious beliefs. These in turn played a part 
•n the formulation of social values and State policy. The XIII Dalai 
Lama in 1901 issued a General Decree that except tigers, leopards, 
bears, hyenas, raisond rishu, nobody will hunt, let alone kill the 
birds of the air, the animals of the hills and forests, fish and the 
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otters of the water. 1 In 1944, during the regime of XIVth, t he 
present Dalai Lama, the Regent of Tibet renewed a traditional 
decree, commanding the village heads, officials and governors of all 
the districts of Tibet, to prevent the killing of all animals, except 
hyenas and wolves. 2 This care and concern for trees and animal life 
was the reason, for the rich growth of the Tibet s Forests. 

Most of the forests grow on steep isolated slopes in the river 
valleys of Tibet’s low-lying South-eastern region. 3 In Tibet there 
was traditionally a general taboo against encroaching excessively 
on the natural environment. The study by The Asia-Pacific People’s 
Environment Network (APPEN) clarifies that this was the direct 
result of Buddhist belief in the interdependence of all living things 
and in the inter-relationships among the whole spectrum of plant 
and animal life, as well as “non-living” elements of nature such as 
mountains, lakes, valley, rivers, air, sky and sunshine. 4 Tibetans 
have a great respect for all form of life, which prohibits the harming 
of all sentient beings, whether animal or human. His Holiness, the 
Dalai Lama affirms that: Tibet was an unspoiled wilderness 
sanctuary in a unique natural environment. 5 A direct result of this 
attitude towards natural life was that great forests of maple, oak, 
linden and birch were left untouched and hosted, numerous species 
of animal life. 6 Hugh Richardson, British diplomat-adventurer, who 
served in Lhasa from 1936 till 1950 and wrote the book ‘Tibet and 
its History’, had these comments to make: “In some 15 years of 
acquaintance with Tibet, I saw there was a deep, almost religious 

respect for the right of each strata of society.This fundamental 

expression was extended towards all of the nature. The majority of 
the people and efforts to live as much as possible with nature—not 
against it. Tibet’s ecosystem consequently kept in balance and 
alive.” 7 One of the most positive development in the world recently 
has been the growing awareness of the importance of Nature. There 
is nothing sacred or holy about this. Taking care of our planet is 
like taking care of our houses. Since we human beings come from 
Nature, there is no point in our going against Nature, that may be 
the reasons for His Holiness, the Dalai Lama saying that “the 
environment is not a matter of religion or ethics or morality. These 
are luxuries, since we can survive without them. But we will not 
survive if we continue to go against Nature.” 11 If we unbalance 
Nature, humanity will suffer. Furthermore, as people are alive 
today, we must consider future generations : a clean environment is 
a human right like any other right. It is, therefore, part of our 






Environmental Catastrophe 


responsibility towards coming generations to ensure tha , ,u 
we pass on is as healthy, if not healthier th !!u hat thc world 
because human beings are in a sense children W ° found il ’ 
whereas uplil now our common Mother toi P r a . I*!? earth ‘ And > 

behaviour, she is presently showing us that she hf Cd her chlldren ’ s 

of he, tolerance. 9 This may be gtaVeV.^"? ""I" 
1949, Tibet’s ancient forests covered 221ann °‘ T? l ’ Whcre in 
W85 .hey u con a. 

forests if depleted with this speed; it is likely to adversely affect the 
environment not only in Tibet but also j n the n kk h 
countries and the world. ° 10 lhe "pouring 


Undoubtedly, the geography of the Tibet, plays a vital role in 
the worlds climate in general and the monsoon in South Asia in 
particular. Changes in forest cover and snow cover could 
significantly affect local, regional and global weather conditions 
Widespread erosion in Tibet could also produce serious changes in 
the flow of many great rivers flowing from Tibet into the Chinese 
mainland, India and Burma. 


The Chinese occupation and militarisation of Tibet, the large 
influx of Chinese settlers and the colonial exploitation of Tibet’s 
natural resources in total disregard of environmental consequences 
is having devastating effects on the environment. Tibet has lost 
most of its rich forests, causing alarming desertification of vast 
areas, degradation of grasslands or their conversion into agriculture 
for Chinese settlers. This has also caused irreparable damage to 
many of Tibet’s precious nomadic pasture lands. Nuclear testing 
and weapons production, uranium mining, and dumping of 
hazardous waste is having predictably dangerous effects on human 
and animal life in some parts of Tibet. 11 

Generally, nuclear waste in China has been stored with little 
planning nearby the site that produced it. China’s nuclear waste 
problem would be much worse if it had developed the technology to 
reprocess redio-active fuels, an activity responsible for much of the 
world’s radio-active waste. Reprocessing generates large volumes of 
gaseous and liquid waste, but China is not expected to engage in 
this process in the immediate future. 12 In 1984, the Washington 
Post reported that China “tentatively agreed to store huge 
quantities of radioactive wastes” from European nuclear reactors. 
The Washington post story reported that China would earn up to 
$6 million for the disposal of 4,000 tons of spent nuclear fuel 
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over a period of 16 years. German authorities confirmed that China 
“was ready to store West German nuclear waste in the Gobi desert 
in return for deliveries of nuclear power plants by German 
companies. 13 Most recently, Taiwanese and Chinese officials 
discussed a deal whereby China would dispose of nuclear waste 
from Taiwan in exchange for valuable foreign exchange. Taiwan’s 
three nuclear power plants store spent fuel rods in pools next to the 
reactors and on Orchid Island, just off Taiwan’s south-east coast. 1 -* 
So far, no nuclear waste is known to have reached China, but a 
shipment of Taiwanese waste is very likely. Such waste is likely to be 
stored in Kinjiang Province or on the Tibetan Plateau. 15 Concern 
over disposal of foreign waste in Tibet arose following West 
German Chancellor Kohl’s trip to China when he allegedly 
discussed storing West German nuclear waste there. After leaving 
Beijing, Kohl flew to Lhasa on August 12, 1987, but there is no 
proof that his Tibet visit was connected to his discussion about 
nuclear waste. Publicly, it was announced that the Tibet visit was for 
pleasure. There is little doubt that the German Parliament would 
ever be able to approve transferring their nuclear waste to China, 
particularly in the current political climate. 16 Now as China is fast 
stepping up nuclear energy production to ease power shortages, it is 
likely to build, may be under the pressure of world wide public 
opinion, its first radio-active waste disposal centre, in North-West 
China’s Gausu Province, in the next couple of years. The geological 
surveys and sites for other repositories are being studied. 17 


There are reportedly nine Uranium mines in Da Qaidam 
country, in north-west Qinghai Province. The most voluminous, but 
least concentrated, radio-active waste is produced by the uranium 
mines and milling. 18 Rainwater flows through mine tailings and can 
pollute streams which in Tibet are often used as water sources for 
animaIs and cro P s - However, the health effects to residents 
nr raHn 6 irunm & a * e 10 result from exposure to heavy metals 
rather ,hS S ’!, C r h316SOm ?‘ imesassociated wilh ^anium mining, 
poisonous wnct W 10n ltSe1 ^’ tbe mine in Gannan Prefecture, 
structure 40 ^ ^ wate r *s allegeclly collected and stored in a stone 

According to a before bein S released into the river. 20 

theTibetan Cow P ° rt avaUable * lhe Environment Desk of 

from lhe resi0 ” 

iflnesses^" 5 ° TibetanS died belween 1988-91 from mysterious 
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Domestic animals mysteriously die and the 
extremely hard to identify; 
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cause of illness is 


Trees and grasses “dry up”; and 


The river in Kampakok is polluted and it 
Palungjang (Duk Chu-Karpo). The colour of the 
and it smells bad. 21 


merges with 
river is black 


A hSt i °I- 1 4 T,belans who were among those who have 
mysteriously died was part of the information provided to the 

Environment Desk. It said that before death they experienced a 
high temperature, then shivering cold. The skin of the deadbodv in 
all the cases turned bluish hue. The animal dead bodies also showed 
blue or blackness and their organs appeared “burnt”. The Tibetans 
who reportedly died are as follows:— 

Alleged Tibetan victims of Uranium Mining 


Name 


Age 


Dale of Death 


1 . 

Acliak 

50 


2. 

Dolma 

48 


3. 

Yulkhor 

80 


4. 

Gedun Ther 

92 


5. 

Yilkhok 

60 

1987 

6. 

Tscring Samdup 

17 

1987 

7. 

Tashi Dolma 

43 

1987 

8. 

Soton 

80 

1988 

9. 

Rinzin Dolma 

28 

1988 

10. 

Majing Tscring Norbu 

60 

1988 

11. 

Kyolbo 

46 

1988 

12. 

Detruck 

60 

1988 

13. 

Arikmo 

23 

1988 

14. 

Lha-gyal 

60 

1989 

15. 

Tsering Dolma 

40 

1989 

16. 

Tashi Dolma 

52 

1989 

17. 

Phuntsok Dhandup 

58 

1989 

18. 

Rigan 

- 

1990 

19. 

Abe 

50 

1990 

20. 

Sonam Gyatso 

60 

1991 

21. 

Chopakyab (Sonam Gyaltso) 

23 

1991 

22. 

Ugyen Kyi 

70 

1991 

23. 

Pema Tso 

34 

1991 

24. 

Paltso 

40 , . 

1991. 
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In 1984 a Tibetan doctor, Dr. Tashi Dolma, who lived in the 
areas and had visited the Ninth Academy to take a blood sample 
survey. The blood samples she collected, however, appear never to 
have been analyzed for the effects of radiation. 22 Dr. Tashi Dolma 
and other physicians'took sample of over 2,000 people. In two 
villages Reshui and Ganzihe—Tibetans reported to the medical 
team that there were strange diseases in their villages. Those 
villages were the one closest to the Ninth Academy. Dr. Teshi 
Dolma also worked in a hospital in Chabcha in Hainan, where Dr. 
Dolma treated Tibetan Nomads whose sheep grazed near the Ninth 
Academy. The Children of these nomads were developing a cancer 
that caused their white blood cell count to rise uncontrollably. 
Seven of the children, ages 7-14, died during the five years, she was 
at the hospital. 23 A doctor from Pitts burgh, reportedly come to 
Chabcha to conduct research at the hospital and told. Dr. Dolma 
that these symptoms were similar to cancers which followed the 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 24 

Undoubtedly the disposal of radio-active fission products and 
spent-fuel assemblies poses a more difficult problem than does the 
contaminent of radiation in the reactor core. Some of these nuclear 
wastes remain dangerously radio-active for thousands of years and 
thus must be eliminated or stored permanently. 25 

There are persistent indications that China has made Tibet a 
grave-yard of nuclear and toxic wastes. The disposal of nuclear and 
other toxic waste is hazard-ridden and the surface sites is 
contaminating parts of the Tibetans plateaus. The United Nations 
Conference on Environment, in 1972, adopted a proclamation 
cautioning against the discharge of toxic substances or of other 
substances emanating heat in large quantities or concentrations as 
to exceed the capacity of environment. The Stales were required to 
take all possible steps to halt such discharge of toxic substances and 
to prevent pollution of the atmosphere, water and sea. The 
proclamation affirms also the responsibility of the State to ensure 
that the activities of exploitation of their non-resources are 
controlled in order to see that no damage is caused to the 
environment of its own or other States or areas beyond the limits of 
its jurisdiction. 26 A report on Tibet’s Environment and 
Development issues, 1992, makes it abundantly clear that: As far as 
the problems of the disposal of toxic and nuclear wastes is 
concerned, the conditions in China are primarily responsible for the 
introduction of hazardous and unsustainable practices in Tibet. 
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China itself is veiy densely populated and few 
stretches of land can be found for this pur 
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as slope failure, pollution and destabilisation of river catchments 
and inadequate safety norms, creating major down-stream and 
downhill impacts within Tibet and possibly in other countries. 22 

Throughout the 1980s the Chinese authorities offered nuclear 
waste disposal facilities to other countries in return for financial 
considerations. Recently, Taiwan and China held a closed-door 
meeting to discuss the possibility of co-developing in “China” a 
huge dump site for Taiwans Stockpile of radio-active waste. All 
indications are that such waste will be stored in Tibet. 23 During the 
1960s and 1970s, nuclear waste in Tibet was disposed of in a rough 
shod and haphazard manner. 

Nuclear waste from China’s Ninth Academy the China’s 
Nuclear Centre in Tibet had taken a variety of forms—liquid slurry, 
as well as solid and gaseous waste. Liquid or Solid waste, in all 
probability would have been in adjacent land or water sites. 29 The 
shallow landfills created in the 1960s and 1970s and thereafter, are 
not likely to remain in their original state. They may be leaking into 
the ground water and watershed at a faster rate now than in the year 
past. The rate of leakage from shallow landfill depends on how the 
dump was lined and to what extent it is impervious to rainwater, 
snow and wind. 30 

However, it is reliably learnt that underneath and nearby the 
Ninth Academy, are a series of natural water sources. These 
aquifers are charged or replenished by surface waters and 
underground streams, and sometimes comprise underground lakes. 

China is said to have been engaged in some of the most 
dangerous disposal methods, such as dumping waste directly into 
rivers and lakes. This waste management philosophy and 
practice—“dilution is the solution to pollution”—is still 
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widespread in China. 31 Lake Kokonor, the largest saltwater lake in 
Tibet or China is located east of the Ninth Academy. 2 A Railway 
line leads directly from the plant to the lake and stops at the water’s 
edge 33 speaks volumes and signifies that nuclear waste is dumped 
in Kokonor. Lake Kokonor could also be accessible by groundwater 
originating under the Ninth Academy travelling through the water 
table or aquifers. Hydrology studies of the region will be valuable in 
analysing where and how water seeping into the ground around the 
plant moves. Another danger of radio-active waste disposal in 
windy areas such as Tibetan plateau, grasslands is that high winds 
can disperse radio-active material that are not carefully protected. 34 

The reports from Tibet confirm that underground water 
supplies in Qinghai have been diminishing at a rapid rate, and 
usable underground water is very limited which is likely to make 
any radio-active contamination of ground water of great concern. 35 
It is, however, important that wastes be isolated from drinking 
water supplied particularly underground aquifers, which would be 
impossible to clean once contaminated. Water logging owing to 
seepage from the ponds is not ruled out. 36 

China’s own nuclear waste is suspected to be stored at several 
places in Amdo and near its nuclear test facility in Myakchuka in U- 
Tsang. In 1991, plans to ship toxic municipal sludge from US to 
China for use as “fertiliser” in Tibet, were noticed. The use of 
similar material as fertiliser in the USA has been linked to 
outbreaks of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. Most disposal facilities 
are thought to be surface sites with minimal safely measures. 

Studies conducted on the pollution aspects and health hazards 
caused by Ninth Academy make startling disclosure. The continuing 
seepage from lakes pollutes sub-soil water, which is likely to 
endanger life. May it be air, water or soil nuclear waste 
contaminates and pollutes with vengeance. 

Tibetans from Amdo have reported extensive and inexplicable 
pollution of land and water, widespread deaths from mysterious 
causes after fever, vomiting and dysentery, and deformed human 
and animal births. 37 However, no practical method of safe and 
permanent disposal has yet been implemented in Tibet, thereby 
geopardising the environment. Tibetan culture has paganism in its 
base. It implied faith in multiplicity deities, as manifestation of 
nature in her different aspects, which was later on accommodated 
with Buddhism. Because of this background and faith in paganism, 
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superseded by Buddhism, the Tibet Physchc 
harmony with the nature. 


was in complete 


Any of a class of devices that can iniliate and comrol a self, 
sustaining senes of nuclear fissions is called nuclear reactor Most 
commercial power reactors of the conventional variety requires 
moderator to show neutrons to a liny fraction of their initial speed 
so as to increase their likelihood of causing fissions of U-235 The 
moderator may be mixed with the uranium but generally the 
uranium is m the form of a latticework of solid fuel elements and 
the moderator occupies most of ihe intervening space. Such 
substances as deuterium oxide (heavy water) and graphite have 
been found to be effective moderators because they are able to slow 
down neutrons during the fission process without appreciably 
reducing their number by absorption. Control of the rate at which 
neutrons are emitted and thus of the reaction is achieved by 
introducing materials usually in the form of rods that readily absorb 
slow neutrons. Typically rods mode of cadmium or boron are 
gradually withdrawn from the reactor core until a chain reaction is 
initiated. They are reinserted into the core if the series of fissions 
begins to proceed at too great a rate which would result in the 
release of an excessive amount of thermal energy and radiation and 
possibly cause meltdown of the core. The heat released by fission is 
removed from the reactor core by a coolant, either liquid or 
gaseous, that is circulated through the core. Desirable coolants have 
good heat-transfer properties as well as low neutron-absorbing 
properties. Both light water and heavy water have been used, as 
have fused salts and liquid metals such as sodium. As a Chain 
reaction continues, fission products accumulate in the reactor core. 
Most of these fragments are intensely radio-active and emit harmful 
gamma rays and neutrons. Consequently, the reactor must be 
surrounded by thick, heavy concrete shielding to project operators 
and other individuals in the vicinity against radiation from these 
fragments and from that arising directly from the fission process 
itself. 38 


Unsafe waste disposal practices from the Ninth Academy 
could threaten health of population, located approximately 70 miles 
downstream and inhabited by more than 700,000 people. The 
section of the yellow River downstream from the Ninth Academy 
has been documented as containing huge quantities 
approximately 100 tonnes of liquid mercury. 39 However, the 
mercury is believed to come from nuclear facilities located further 
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down stream, probably in Lanzhar, Gansu Province, which lies at 
the base of the Tibetan Plateau. 40 Liquid mercury is one of the 
principle waste products of military nuclear weapons development. 
R. Alvarez and A. Makhijani experts on the subject emphasis that 
mercury and other highly toxic solvents are commonly mixed with 
the high level military waste resulting from plutonium production. 41 
Even the Chinese officials records on nuclear development admit 
that their attempts to dispose of mercury waste for nuclear military 
development “were rather poor.” 42 A.J. Singh explains that the 
facilities in Tibet were built in the 1960s and 1970s, it is believed, by 
thousands of prisoners. Tibetan environmental experts are appalled 
at the way the Chinese have disposed of radio-active nuclear waste 
inside Tibet. One of them, Bhuchung Tsering, says : “It has just 
been put in shallow unlined landfalls. Some has been dumped into 
rivers and lakes, just as the Russians did.” Worse still, the Chinese 
have not documented or kept records of the nature, quantity and 
location of the landmass or water source where the waste has been 
dumped, making it extremely difficult to locate. 43 


Undoubtedly, governments may not remain proudly 
insensitive, in their pursuit of “development” projects, to mounting 
environmental destruction and degradation. They cannot callously 
disregard the well-being of project—affected peoples. Sensitivity is 
growing. 44 Upendera Baxi is justified when he says: A wider 
diffusion of this sensitivity among ecocrate is the prime challenge 
before those who would innovate Slate policies in the direction of 
public accountability. Such a task requires partnership among 
people in struggle, activists, ideologues and scientists committed to 
protection of environment. In a final analysis, the struggle to 
protect the environment is a struggle to enhance the democracy and 
the rule of law. The challenge is manifold. 45 


Dr. Virinder Sharma, Senior Scientific Officer in the Slate 
ouncil for Science, Tech, and Environment, during a discussion 

eXpertS 0011111161115 011 Tibet: Development at what 
cost. Tibet is Asia’s principal watershed and the source of its ten 
major rivers. The hydrological flows are mainly stable and derived 
rom ground water and glacial sources. Some 2000 natural lakes 
° Ver 35,000 sc l uare kilometres (one third the 
hvdrninoirai 36 lke . Himachal Pradesh), also form important 
7 .,. ^ . SOurces in Tibet. The hydrological flows are much 
significant because the prevalent land use is dominated by range- 
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because they are independent or seasonal p^pSfpaS 
The lakes cover an area of about 15 ner cent n f F 1 

Tibet These lakes are mainly high altitude fresh water or braSis°h 
water bodies. Apart from the hydrological importance, most of the 
lakes offer excellent habitats for the migratory as well as resident 
water birds and animals. Various Chinese projects involving 
mining, industry and power generation are now being planned 
around these lakes. The unscientific mining operations and the 
dumping of nuclear waste is supposed to affect the stable 
hydrological regime, thereby contaminating the ground water and 
the natural lakes. 


The sensitive mountain environment of Tibet is being treated 
as a dump yard by the Chinese for their economic pursuits. 
Unsustainable practices with scant regard of the rich biological 
diversity and its carrying capacity are being perpetuated in Tibet. 
Uranium mining is one such environmental holocaust and 
represents the ecological rape of Tibet. The information on Tibet is 
much concealed and only stray reports reach the International 
Community or get published. The total effect of the Chinese 
settlers on the natural resources of Tibet can only be just visualised 
in the absence of definite information. However, the information 
that has leaked through, gives an idea of the extent to which the 
Chinese could ravage Tibet, its people, their culture and its natural 
resources. Wildlife trade and sustainable harvesting are being used 
as key words so as to hide the ruthless exploitation, hunting and 
illegal breeding of many animals and birds, thus making them 
endangered, in a land where traditionally Buddhists did not kill and 
followed strict conservation practices. 46 

At the time when Buddhism appeared in the world some 2,500 
years ago, there was already an awareness of the need for natural 
conservation. In pre-historic limes, human beings lived in 
harmonious co-existence with nature. They dwelled in forests, caves 
and places endowed with natural water sources. They drew on their 
environment for their basic needs in food, clothing shelter and 
medicine. Most of their tools were made roughly and simply from 
stone or wood. They did not have machinery and modern 
equipment to ease their day-to-day lives. Therefore, natural 
resources were, by and large, left to prosper and flourish as men had 
not yet learned to capitalise on them. Gradually man discovered the 
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uses of fire, stone and metals. They began raising cattle, 
domesticating other animals and farming for their food. They built 
houses and gathered in small- communities. To establish his 
civilization, man depended greatly on natural resources to build the 
myraid objects he required to serve this new life. The more men 
need comforts, the more they turn to natural resources to satisfy 
their needs. The more science and technology advances, the more 
natural resources are tapped and consequently depleted. 47 It cannot 
be ignored green plants, for example depend on sunlight and water 
from the soil. In return they use carbon dioxide and return oxygen 
to the atmosphere. 

The Lord Buddha was born to a royal family in ancient India. 
King Suddhothana, his father built him palaces to give him all the 
worldly comforts and variety he could need. But the young and 
noble Prince turned away from the comforts of the palaces and 
sought to live a more meaningful life, seeking its truth in a natural 
setting of the forest. He chose a Bo-tree for his spiritual endeavour 
and it was there that he finally attained enlightenment. The solitude 
and quietness of this natural setting was one of the supporting 
factors that led to the supreme enlightenment of the Prince. The 
essence of his enlightenment was nature—the nature of life. After 
his enlightenment, the Buddha was pleased to stay in the forests 
and the mountains. 48 He also taught his followers and disciples an 
awareness of nature and the need for its conservation. 


The very first precept in Buddhist philosophy, is not to kill 
comes from compassion—the central force in the spirit of 
Buddhism and supports the idea of conservation of all animals 
and human beings. He was against the destruction of any living 
trees and plants. He was concerned to keep the natural surrounding 
and water sources clean. He put forth rules prohibiting the 
community from throwing debris in water, from spitting in water, or 
otherwise contaminating it. The Buddha was farsighted and 
preached conservation and love of nature to his disciples and all 
those who became Buddhists. 4 * The life of the Buddha was spent 
ami forests and trees and moreover was imbued with his great love 
and compassion for all living beings. 


The forest is a vital natural resource for living beings. The 

vlbn SIT' ? S a natural » P ure and peaceful surrounding to those 
SOl “ ude u and quiet. After the Buddha renounced the 
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Chapter 9 


Tibetans Suffer as Tibet develops 


The China can never be a world power, as it aspires 
unless it is just to all, including Tibetans. The Chinese rise is 
mainly due to Tibet’s mineral resources. It is uranium rich 
Tibet, which is likely to take China, high up in the sky, in the 
nuclear sphere. Morton H.Haplerin is justified in saying: 
China’s commitment of resources, to the development of a 
nuclear capability makes it clear that she assigns a very high 
priority to the goal of a military effective, nuclear power - a 
goal determined by the fundamental aspiration to take China 
a great power. 

—Morton H. Halperin, China and the Bomb 

Every nation wants to develop, whether Communist or 
Capitalist, it does not matter. The urge is for more and more 
development. Development is neither easy nor fast. But it is 
essential to fully utilise the creative human nature for rapid 
development. Undoubtedly, the lack of development and poverty 
have been the main fact of the human history. The first "enquiry 
into the nature and causes of wealth of the nations" did not occur in 
America until Adam Smith undertook it in 1776. Smith was the 
father of the idea of International economic development. His work 
was decisive breakthrough. Wealth does have causes. Wealth can be 
created. The human race can learn how to escape from famine, 
misery, ignorance and fear. The ultimate aim is after all how to 
reduce the material suffering of all mankind, to increase the wealth 
of all nations, so that all individuals may use their freedom as they 
choose, 1 so that everybody works out his own vision and develops 
according to his own ideas. H.Qupert is justified in saying. A 
burried treasure. Talents become treasures only through use. 
Everyone be permitted to utilise his talent, as he chooses. The 
talent blossoms in free and congenial atmosphere. It was a 
momentous day for human society when on January 20,1949, Harry 
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Truman, in his inaugural address as U.S. President, called for"- a 

new programme for making the benefits of our scientific advances 
and industrial progress available for the improvement and growth 
of the under developed areas. 2 His Holiness the Dalai Lama, 
believes and emphasises that: Discrimination on the basis of colour, 
race, and creed, is out of date. In certain periods in the past, some 
countries were practising this and some are even practising now. 
With the 20th Century coming to a close the world itself is 
becoming one nation, one community dependent on one another. 3 
It is rare in the course of history that there is an opportunity to 
reshape our world. Today such an opportunity is before us. It is 
truely possible to create a new world order of the weak and the 
strong but the weak order in which every man, woman or child on 
this planet has the opportunity to realise his or her potential. 4 


A large and diverse natural resource base does not imply that 
optional developments lie in rapid consumptive use. Resources may 
instead be used slowly, matching consumption to considerations of 
sustainability and efficiency of utilization. 5 Although Tibet is rich in 
mineral resources, its economy has remained under-developed. 
Because of the difficult terrain and severe climate, agricultural 
activity is also hampered. Since, invasion and occupation of Tibet in 
1949, the basic Chinese intent of Tibet’s "development" is to 
support the Chinese population in Tibet, provide raw materials and 
products for China’s industries, that too, at the cost of Tibetans. 6 
Undoubtedly the "economic development" taking place in Tibet, is 
intended solely for the benefit of the occupying power. It cannot be 
disputed, as summed up by the recent Report on Tibet: 
Environment And Development issues, 1992, that the cause of 
China’s growing demographic and economic presence in Tibet is its 
own internal imbalances. The intention to extract all possible 
benefits from the occupation of Tibet remains the major motive for 
the Chinese brand of "modern" development" in Tibet The 
consequences of this threatens the future of Tibetans as well as the 
natural resource base on which they have so far depended for their 
survival. Tibetans have no legal or institutional means to check the 
mam est estruction of their land and natural resource base, or 
ensure its sustainable use and conservation. 7 Needless to say that 
conservation implies the presence of restraint on the consumption 

F ,I l p a a ra0UrCe ' A Statemenl issued, after a meeting of 

vt3 .n r,T nanS> Ma)/ 3 ‘ 4 ’ 1993 ’ in ^on agreed, in 
view of lope-sided development in Tibet that: all economic and 
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development aid to Tibet, (including the programmes of the World 
Bank, the IMF, the World Food Programme and othTr 
International agencies) should be for the benefit of Tibetans, the 
aid should not promote further population transfer of Chinese 
settlers and workers into Tibet. 8 

In Tibet, sumggling does take place but it is unique; Human 
beings are smuggled out of Tibet, the purpose being to seek 
information. A 70 years old Tibetan farmer, smuggled out of Tibet 
by a foreign tourist, states that: the Tibetan people are receiving no 
benefits from International aid meant for Tibet. In a letter dated 
May 28, 1990, to the United Nations the farmer wrote, "We have 
seen no evidence of any United Nations-supportcd facilities or 
financial benefits in this country. The reason for this is quite 
obvious—the Chinese authorities spent the money for their own 
purposes. To the Tibetans, the Chinese bring no benefits, but only 
oppression and misery. Whatever the United Nations spends on 
Tibet and the Tibetans, it benefits only China and the Chinese. 
Ultimately, they serve only to keep the people of Tibet in 
subjugation." 9 There is no end to the Chinese exploitation of Tibet’s 
natural resources, in the name of development. Viscount Mersey, 
during British House of Lords debates on Tibet, on May 12, 1993, 
concentrated on Chinese exploitation of Tibet’s natural resources 
and stressed that: the horax, from boracic powder is made, is mined 
in Tibet. He said, "The actual profit to China from boracic power is 
sufficient to have paid the entire cost of invasion and occupation of 
the so called People’s Liberation Army over the past 43 years." 10 
Punchen Lama, Sub-Committee of China’s National People’s 
Congress, Beijing, 1987, says: "The expense of keeping one Chinese 
in Tibet is equal to that of four Chinese in China. Why should Tibet 
spend its money to feed them. Instead, they should think of 
carefully on how best the money can be used for the development of 
Tibet. Tibet has suffered greatly because of the policy of sending a 
large number of useless people in Tibet. The Chinese population in 
Tibet started with a few thousand and today it has multiplied 

manyfold. Today, the Chinese personnel come to Tibet 

accompanied by their families. They are like American mercenaries. 
They fight and die for money. 11 For the development of Tibet, if 
China’s present population transfer policy continues, Tibetans will 
fast become a marginalised minority it their own country. That 
would be the demise of Tibet. In August, 1992, the Chinese 
authorities announced that Tibet would be open to the outside 
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fnr economic development and investment. Tibet’s Foreign 
Minister in exile, Kalon Tashi Wangdi, in Geneva, repeated Tibet’s 
“S, ,hat on y policy designed lo improve the living conditions 
Kbemns ins® Tibel are welcome: at the same lime, he 
cautioned thal the new policy was largely designed to slengthen 
China’s hold on Tibet and could have devastating effects on the 
survival of Tibetan nation, its people and its distinct culture.. His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama called upon the international agencies, 
not to participate in "indiscriminate" natural resource extraction 
and added: "If the best interests of the Tibetan people are not kept 
in the forefront, there is a real danger that this policy will only 
promote and intensify the transfer of more Chinese into Tibet. This 
will futher reduce the Tibetans into an insignificant minority in 
their own country, thus completing the thorough colonisation of 
Tibet which will have serious consequences to its fragile 


environment ." 13 Tibetans are justified in saying that: if the 
economic development policy in Tibet, is primarily intended to 
benefit the Tibetan population, then decision-making with respect 
to the economic development and investment projects should be in 
the hands of Tibetans. These are the Tibetans, who know and 
understand the needs of the population. 


Undoubtedly, Tibetan culture with its traditions of non¬ 
violence and co-existence has successfully conserved Tibet’s 
environment through centuries. Traditions of natural resource 
utilisation are well suited to Tibet’s specific conditions in the 
Country. Communities of farmers and nomads have perfected 
methods of sustainable land use through the extensive experience of 
many generations. These traditions are, therefore, a resource and 
must be conserved. The development policies should not be 
permitted to interfere with the traditions. Rather development 
policies should recognise the traditions for their value of 
sustainable development. For the Tibetans, development in Tibet 
means sacrificing environments, traditional interpretations and 
customs thal have given their lives meaning: For the Overwhelming 
majority it has not meant the poverty alleviation, but a 
modernisation: a devaluation of their own skills, values and 
experience in favour of growing dependence on guidance and 
management by Chinese bureaucrats, technocrats, educators and 
development experts. According to Gustavo Estera, under 
development is not a naturally occurring human condition. Rather 
it is a creatl0n of lhe development enterprise itself . 14 From the 
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world community the down-trodden Tibetans seek neither charity 
nor affluence. They are only for the restoration of that, which 
development has sought to deny them; an opportunity to create 
means for their own livelihood, establish and regulate their own 
community and live in dignity. However, the developed countries 
seem to be devising methods to stop the development of Tibetans in 
their own ..home-land and to keep them in perpetual subjugation. 
This appears to be the net outcome of aid by world agencies to 
China for development of Tibet. 

No one, including the Tibetan People are against any 
assistance, received from United Nations or other affluent 
Countries, which may benefit the Chinese people..It is not only for 
the welfare of the Chinese people, but also in the interest of 
International community to see that the Chinese people develop. 
Only by development the Chinese people can comprehend and 
appreciate the value of "live and let live" which may be possible in a 
democratic set up. Such a development can only take place when 
the Chinese people have the opportunity to interact and participate 
in global activities. Being under a totalitarian regime, the Chinese 
people have been denied the benefit of liberal thinking, individual 
initiative and democrative processes. 15 V.R. Krishna Iyer reminds 
the world community that: The universe of justice is built on 
reverence for the human rights. There is only one world, sustained 
by a just social order where the full and free development of every 
person or group with an identity is a fundamental value. 16 Of 
course, the great words of Robert Ingersoll are a caveat for the 
ruling class in every society today: "A government founded upon 
anything except liberty and justice cannot stand; All the wrecks on 
either side of the stream of time, all the wrecks of the great cities, 
and all the nations that have passed away, all are warning that no¬ 
nation founded upon injustice can stand. From the sand- 
enshrouded Egypt, from the marble wilderness of Athens, and from 
every fallen, crumbling stone of once mighty Rome, comes a wail as 
it were, the cry that no nation founded upon injustice can 
permanently stand. 17 Blaise Pascal says: Power without justice is 
tyranny and is soon questioned. Justice and power must, therefore, 
be brought together, so that whatever is just may be powerful and 
whatever is powerful may be just. 18 Danial Webster asserts: The 
Justice is the greatest interest of man on earth. It is the ligament 
which holds civilised beings and civilised nations together. 
Wherever her temple stands, and so long it is duly honoured, there 
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is a foundation for social security, general happiness and the 
improvement and progress of our race. And whoever labours on 
this edifice with usefulness and distinction, whoever clears its 
foundations, stengthens its pillars, adorns its entablatures, or 
contributes to rise its august dome still higher in the skies, connects 
himself in name and fame and character with what.is and must be as 
durable as the form of human society. 19 According to the 
Manusmriti, where Justice is destroyed by injustice or truth by 
falsehood, while the world Community looks on, then they shall 
also be destroyed. Justice is the sum total of all moral duty. It does 
not behove the world community to behave like mute silent 
spectators while atrocities are being committed on the roof of the 
world. 

The China can never be a world power, as it aspires, unless it is 
just to all, including the Tibetans. The Chinese rise mainly is due to 
Tibet’s mineral resources. It is uranium rich Tibet, which is likely to 
take china, high up in the sky, in the nuclear sphere. Morton 
H.Halperin is justified in saying: China’s commitment of resources, 
to the development of a nuclear capability makes it clear that she 
assigns a very high priority to the goal of becoming a military 
effective, nuclear power - a goal determined by the fundamental 
aspiration to take China a great power. 20 Long-run estimates of the 
dangers of a Chinese nuclear capability bear out the prediction that 
the further spread of nuclear weapons is likely to increase 
instability in the world. The extent to which a Chinese nuclear 
capability will lessen stability depends on political developments 

within China, and China’s relations with her neighbours-In the 

longrun, a China armed with nuclear weapons will significantly 
complicate the problem throughout the world. 21 

Undoubtedly Tibet is developing but Tibetans in their own 
country are suffering. As Tibetans suffer, the Chinese enjoy the 
fruit of development that is the paradoxical situation in Tibet. 


REFERENCES AND NOTES 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 


Justice H.G. Balakrishna, New Dimensions of Law and Justice, (1992) p. 130. 
Gustavo Estcra, Indian Express, January 4,1992. 


The Dalai Lama, Tibet, China and the World, (1989) pp. 50-51. 

mu^" n inrita^Fi^. W °n ld 0r ?* r ?* ilding Agricultural base of Poor Nations a 
must, Indian Express, December 16,1991, p. 8. 

Tibet: Environment and Development Issues, (1992) p. 31 . 






95 


Tibetans Suffer as Tibet develops 

6. Ibid., p. 3. 

7. Ibid., p. 71. 

g Tibetan Bulletin, (July-August 1993) p. 13. 

9 ' iS)^™ 61 CndS ^ ^ CmnCSC P ° CkCtS " TibC,a " Bu “ e,in ' ( Marc h-A P ril 

10 . Proving Truth from Facts, Tibetan Bulletin, (May-Junc 1993) p. 14 

11 . Tibet: Current Situation and Priorities, (April 1993) p. 5 . 

12. Ibid., pp. 3-4. 

13. Ibid., p. 4. 

14 . Gustava Estera, Indian Express, January 4,1992. 

15. "Docs China deserve MFN" Tibetan Bulletin, (March-April, 1993) p. 3 . 

16. V.R. Krishna Iyer, "The right to be human", The Tribune, October 28, 1993, 
P- 8 . 

17. Ibid. 

18. Krishna Iyer, Human Right and In human wrongs, (1990) p. 15. 

19. R.N. Misra, CJ, in All India Judges Association Vs. Union of India, 1992 
S.C.C. (L&S) p. 9 and p. 29. 

20. Morton I-I. I-Ialperin, China and the Bomb, (1965) p. 144. 

21. Ibid., p. 161. 











I 

j 







Chapter 10 


China: A Destabilising Force 

^ i 


The Chinese appear as an inherently destabilising force, 
precisely because they seek to challenge the division of the 
world and are proceeding ahead with their nuclear deterrents. 

They with their massive size and emerging economic 
profile—may be at Tibetans expense—are moving to translate 
their formal status as a world power into a real one. 

—Manoj Joshi, ,( AnchorsA Weigh: Towards A New World Order” 

The Times of India, September 22,1993. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. the ‘Black Gandhi’, long ago 
philosophised “We have inherited a big house, a great world house 
in which we have to live together as Black and White, Easterners 
and Westerners, Muslims and Hindus, Gentiles and Jews, Catholics 
and Protestants—a family unduly separated in ideas, culture and 
interests, who, because we can never again live without each other, 
must learn, somehow, in this big world to live with each other.” In 
so living some conflicts may arise. But, peace comes not from the 
absence of conflict in life but from ability to cope with it. With a 
view to give meaning to the ideal and philosophy of Dr. Martin 
Luther, we need to develop full conviction in the imperativity of 
peaceful co-existence, co-operation and all round development. 

In view of the vast potentialities for development, nuclear 
power was looked upon as the world’s major hope. It was expected 
to open unlimited channels of salvation. It was considered to be a 
perpetual source of energy, which is key to all-round progress. The 
new trend appears to be setting up large scale nuclear power 
stations to meet the growing requirements of electricity. Nuclear 
energy has brought in a new era for mankind. By splitting the atom 
and utilising the process of fission, it was thought, that many of the 
world’s problems would be solved. But on August 6, 1945 the first 
atom bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, carrying out the most 
diabolical massacre of living beings both human as well as plant and 
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animal on a very large scale. Whole of the city was destroyed. The 
whole world was horror struck. The weapon had been developed, 
tested and produced secretly. Mahatma called it the weapon that 
would horrify even the devil. 1 Since then the world history has 
taken a very dangerous turn. Nuclear energy has vast potentialities 
for destruction. Highly dangerous nuclear weapons have been built, 
acquired and huge stockpiles built. But it has not been realised that 
mankind is highly vulnerable to nuclear technology. 


Around the end of 1957, a terrible accident occurred at 
Chelyabinsk. There had been a terrible nuclear explosion, an 
accident caused by storage of radio-active waste from the plant. The 
people suffered from radio-active contamination and were 
hospitalised. The entire hospital in Sverdlovsk was cramped with 
victims of the kyshtym catastrophe. The Hospitals with hundreds of 
beds, in the entire area were packed to full. 2 The common place 
plants, growing in distorted shapes were justifiably called in Russia 
as “the graveyards of the Earth.” Zhores A. Medvedev says: 
Nuclear reactor accidents and even the explosions of a reactor are 
very likely if there is an operatorial error or a malfunction, or if a 
major earthquake occurs. 3 

There was a nuclear power station in Chernobyl (Ukraine). 
On April 26, 1986 an accident took place in the nuclear reactor. 
The then Soviet Government suppressed the full information about 
the disaster. It was given out that only 30 persons lost their lives. It 
was further reported that the accident was immediately contained, 
and there were no ill after-effects. But with the passage of time the 
true picture did emerge. In reality 5,000 to 7,000 people had died. 
Out of 6,50,000 people who took part in the emergency clean-up 
operations 50,000 became totally invalid and the remaining are still 
suffering from various diseases. Some have committed suicide. 4 
These are just estimates. It may be remembered that Chernobyl was 
the site of the world’s worst commercial nuclear accident, when one 
of the units caught fire and spewed radio-active contamination over 
a wide area. Thousands of people may have been killed and many 
more exposed to serious radiation levels from the accident, 
although the number of casualties remains unclear. 4 ^) As many as 
1,44,000 hectares of agricultural land was rendered unfit for 
cultivation. The work in factories had to be stopped. The disaster 
brought grievous suffering to the people of not only Ukraine but 
also to those of Byelorussia and the Russian Federation. There was 
so much radiation contamination that in some cases, 30 to 90 per 
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Chernushenko of the Ukraine Arademy ofMenci, Wev, ,h“ 
aftet set-en yeara o the Chernobyl disaster there is so much 
pollution that “,t will take 50 years of outflow from all the world’s 
rivers to dilute the emission from the wreck of Reactor No 4 to a 
safer concentration. 6 


Ra lalion particles are like bullets tearing into an organism. 
An accident can occur while radio-active material is being 
transported or power is being generated. The damage can be very 
subtle. Stress and changes in mutation rates may be produced even 
when there is no immediately obvious effect on the survivers of 
irradiated individuals. 7 According to Dr. Chernushenko. “The 
world is now no longer agog with the achievements of science and 
technology, but aghast at the tragedies which have occurred at 
atomic power stations over the past decades. We have only to look 
at one of the years since the Chernobyl disaster—1989.” In the 
course of that year in the 16 power stations for which figures are 
available, there were 118 breakdowns of various kinds. Moreover, 
of these, 54 breakdowns were the result of human error and 64 were 
due to equipment failure. 8 

It would be wholly irrational to ignore that possibility of 
accidental nuclear holocaust. Einstein said; “The unleased power 
of the atom has changed everything save our modes of thinking and 
thus we drift to unparalleled catasrophe.” The spread of nuclear 
weapons would enhance grave risks to man kind. The first is the 
drastic increase in the degree of radiation of the nuclear weapons 
and secondly the decrease in the time available for a decision on 
their use must inevitably raise the risk of accident. 9 

Nugget File lists thousands of such accidents and says: For 
those whose lives have been adversely affected by the atomic 
industry’s shoddy performance and relentless lack of concern for 
public-health and safety, it is too late. The metal has become 
weakened and brittle. Mechanical failures and design flaws 
combined with unavoidable human errors are bound to cause 
serious reactor accidents in the near future. 10 Just as Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki cannot be compared to other war devastations, neither 
can Three Mile Island be compared to non-nuclear industrial 
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accidents The physical effects of the atomic bomb on the Japanese 
people may be limitless, both in scope and in time. At Three Mile 
Island no one was burned or bruised; no one bled and no one was 
blinded, muted, or deafened. There were no casualties to name m 
the evening news. But no one, for many miles around the crippled 
reactor knows what had happened, silently and invisibly, inside his 
or her genes. Thus, the lives of unborn children have been put into 
jeopardy by a utility, corporation, and government agencies in the 
name of producing electricity by boiling water with fission power. A 
local woman expressed the sentiments of many of those people 
when she said, “We are just like guinea pigs in a laboratory 
experiment.” 11 Dr. Helen Caldicott, pediatrician at Boston 
Children’s Hospital and well known anti nuclear activist, explains, 
“We doctors, we are not trained to treat people with radiation 
illness, or contamination from a nuclear melt down or a nuclear 
war. We don’t known what to do. And doctors wouldn’t like to 
touch people who were contaminated because then they would 
become contaminated also. 12 


Hazards are hazards, whether nuclear or others. An enterprise 
which is engaged in a hazardous or inherently dangerous industry 
which poses a potential threat to the health and safety of the 
persons working in the factory and residing in the surrounding area 
owes an absolute and non-delegatable duty to the community to 
ensure that no harm results to anyone on account of hazardous or 
inherently dangerous nature of the activity which it has undertaken. 
The enterprise must be held to be under an obligation to provide 
that the hazardous or inherently dangerous activity in which it is 
engaged must be conducted with the highest standards of safety and 
if any harm results on account of such activity, the enterprise must 
be absolutely liable to compensate for such harm and it should be 
no answer to the enterprise to say that it had taken all reasonable 
care and that the harm occurred without any negligence on its part, 
Since the persons harmed on account of the hazardous or 
inherently dangerous activity carried on by the enterprise would not 
be in a position to isolate the process of operation from the 
hazardous preparation of substance or any other related element 
that caused the harm the enterprise must be held strictly liable for 
causing such harm as a part of the social cost for carrying on the 
hazardous or inherently dangerous activity. 12 

The phenomena like global heating and loss of Ozone layer do 
not respect national boundaries; and that compartmentalisation of 
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affluence and poverty would spell doom both for the so-called 
developed and the developing countries. What is most unfortunate 
is that the rich countries and the ‘Power-elites’ in the poor coun¬ 
tries, are paying only lip service to the environment. 14 During the 
15 years period intervening the Stockholm Conference on Environ¬ 
ment (1972) and World Commission Report on the subject (1987), 
the environment on the whole have deteriorated. The Commission 
points out that during the 900 days it functioned, about 35 million 
people in Africa were exposed to grave risk of starvation; about 60 
million people died of diarrhoeal diseases related to unsafe drinking 
water and mal-nutrition; chemical poisoning of river Rhine in 
Switzerland killed millions of fish in Federal Republic of Germany 
and Netherlands; and the accident at Chernobyl nuclear reactor 
caused radio-activity all-around. The culture of barbarism shows no 
signs of loosening its stranglehold. It continues to manifest itself in 
many forms. It may be in the form of trial in genetically engineered 
vaccines or in the form of dumping of the nuclear waste in Third 
World. 15 

An atomic explosion releases three forms of energy blast, 
nuclear radiation, and thermal radiation (heat). Blast is a high- 
powered wind that is forced away from the point of explosion and is 
caused by a sudden increase in pressure around the area of blast 
leading to over pressure. Although it lasts for only a short time 
after an explosion, over pressure causes, directly or indirectly, most 
of the material damage on the surface, or at low or moderate 
altitudes in the air. The magnitude of the blast effect depends on 
the yield of the weapon and height of burst. 16 A second type of 
destructive energy released by a nuclear explosion is thermal 
radiation. Actually all the energy released by a nuclear explosion, 
including residual radiation from weapon debris, is thermal energy 
(heat), but what we define as thermal radiation is the part that can 
cause fire damage and personal injury. 17 Thermal radiation causes 
damage in two ways. First, it results in dangerous burns on human 
flesh. Second, depending upon the amount of combustible material 
in the area of the explosion, it can lead to massive fires. 18 A nuclear 
explosion also releases two form of radiation: direct nuclear 
radiation and fallout. Direct nuclear radiation is a stream of atomic 
particles which may be injurious or fatal to a human being, 
depending upon the extent of exposure. Fallout is nuclear radiation 
caused by contaminated debris lifted by the explosion and carried by 
the wind to other areas. 19 S. Rashid Naim explains that; Besides the 
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long-term impact that would be caused by the destruction of 
structures and resources in the target areas there are other long-term 
effects, both calculable and those which cannot be estimated. Among 
the long-term effects which can be calculated with reasonable 
precision are the effects of low-level ionizing radiation and damage 
to the ozone layer. Incalculable or unpredictable long-term effects 
which possibly include irreversible damage to the ecological system, 
impact on food production, and other unknown physical and bio¬ 
logical effects. 20 The effects of nuclear war that cannot be predicted 
or calculated are as important as effects for which calculations can 
be attempted. Among the expected effects of nuclear weapons that 
cannot be calculated are irreversible changes in the weather pattern 
and environment, mutations in plant and animal life, and unpredic¬ 
table changes in the social and political order which cannot be pre¬ 
dicted. Though such effects would only be significant in a nuclear 
exchange of massive proportions, exchanges of the type likely to 
occur in South Asia could still have some impact in these areas. 21 


This all is happening because of our mispiaced values. We 
must determine our genuine needs. On doing so we will find that 
these can be met out through the loving care of our Mother Nature. 
We don’t have to dispossess her of her concealed wealth like 
uranium. We are doing so only out of madness not knowing as to 
what we are doing and where it will lead us to. This mad race must 
be stopped. A beginning has to be made somewhere by someone. Of 
course by someone strong and not weak. As otherwise it would be 
considered as mute submission out of sheer helplessness. China 
ought to have gone to TIBET as an honest disciple to meet its need 
for Dharma and not as plunderer to meet its greed for uranium to 
produce weapons and warheads for destruction of humanity. 


The Chinese appear as an inherently destabilising force, 
precisely because they seek to challenge the division of the world 
and are proceeding ahead with their nuclear deterrents. They with 
ibeir massive size and emerging economic profile—may be at 
ibetans expense—are moving to translate their formal status as a 
wor power into a real one. 22 Undoubtedly, economic freedom and 

2? ° ^ I,hood is discernible in certain parts of China is 
is blc but the bigger chunk stays in darkness. China has had a Mao, 

Tiananmen % a revoIutIon > as wc jl a s a Deng, liberalisation, 

uncertain fi m ° re ^ beraIisat i° n . a crackdown and an 

humani manT 6 ' 7?° W3y f ° r new China is populism and not 
msm and real freedom. Democracy in China is still measured 


China: A Destabilising Force 


103 


in terms of hope and not inevitability. 23 We are trying to acquire 
deterrents. To deter whom ? To whom we want to scare ? Are we, 
on this earth, not one family ? Atleasl Hindu mind thinks so: 

3<?R uRdMIM ^ I I 

People are generally noticed having gossip that—Scientists are 
hand and glove with politicians and are dangerous. Ms. Hazel R. 
Olez Cleary asserts that the U.S. Government experimented on its 
own people on the effects of Plutonium during the race for the 
Atom bombs. Eighteen people are stated were injected with 
plutonium in secret experiments during the 1940s, out of whom five 
have been identified 24 as: Elmer Allen of Italy; Texas; A Railway 
Porter; Albert Stavens of Hcaldsburj; California; A House 
Painter; Fred C. Solurs ; New York, Town Inspector of Gates; Eda 
Schultz Charlgen, Cannda Gua; New York; A Home maker; John 
Mousso, East Rocher, New York; A Labourer. 

Any conscientious person may be appalled by the experiments 
by scientists who wanted to study effects of radio-active plutonium 
on humans. The American scientists worked for the Macmohan 
Project, which produced the Atom bombs that destroyed Japan. 25 
The Issue of a future war will not be decided by guided missiles or 
atom bombs, but by politicians. Atom bombs will never be able to 
destroy Mankind but the greed and may be stupidities in politicians 
shall destroy the world, 26 the world so beautiful. Politicians, 
undoubtedly, are the people who make promises of the better world 
but do not keep them; their performance is far below the peoples 
expectations. A very few people think about them that they are busy 
working for the beautification of the world. 27 

Politicians as a breed are considered to be of some what useful 
and are mainly interested in grabbing and mustering power and 
seldom caring for their previous political affiliations, credentials 
and antecedents. 

The basic decisions about the directions and the level of the 
Government support for science are made by the politicians; 
Mostly such politicians do not have the scientific and technological 
background, essential in a way to reach intelligent conclusions on 
the basis of their own knowledge. They obtain necessary 
information from advisors whose judgment they trust Ihe 
decisions thus taken are the turning points which decide the destiny 
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of generations. Abrahim Lincoln assessed the politicians as a set of 
men who have interests aside from the interests of the people and 
who, to say the most of them, are taken as a mass, at least one step 
removed from the honest men. 29 The decisions taken by such 
persons can never be for the benefit of the people, when the 
politics represents the conduct of public affairs for private 
advantage. Some Politicians do consider the public money like a 
holy water and help themselves. Thomas Fullen said : A covetous 
man does nothing well till he dies. 30 Greed for gain results in 
exploitation and injustice. Undoubtedly, when politics gels in 
through doors, the justice and public-good escapes through 
windows. For politicians to abuse the power the scope is unlimited. 
Unfortunately, it has even come to be accepted as a routine matter. 
Politicians and politics no longer arouses hope, it is no more seen a 
process that can change the fate of the people. It is no great 
mission. It is seen as means of capturing, using and manipulating 
the power for personal or partisan ends. Ekkehart Krippen dorff, a 
German peace activist, analysis that: It is generally accepted that 
the king has a right of to follow different rules of behaviour, 
different from the ordinary man without public responsibilities for 
a State, a community or a given social group. This distinction, a 
powerful nationalisation of that political philosophy which teaches 
that the end justifies the means, has to be given up unequivocally. It 
is one of the most serious obstacles to any step being taken towards 
the good society. ’ 31 The task of the politician is a commitment to 
the public responsibilities—to uphold ethical standards and 
principles within society. Plato, the oldest of political philosophers 
who wanted philosophers to be the kings, added that since this is 
veiy unlikely to happen, at least kings should be trained in thinking 
philosophically. A good society needs good servants in positions 
from where the destiny of so many are determined 32 Dr. S. Gopal 
unhesitatingly and singularly blames the politicians for the state of 
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Chapter 11 


Neighbours 


India s acquisition of a nuclear capability is vital as a 
viable deterrent and is likely to contribute to peace in the 
region. According to Lt. Gen (Dr.) Chhiber, India is destined 
to be a major world power in the next century. Peace is vital 
ingredient for our march to our destiny. We shall have peace 
only if we are strong. Economic strength is the foundation but 
the lesson of history is that economic strength and military 
strength are inter-related. 

Lt. Gen. N.L. Chhiber, "Pakistan a Case a Reconciliation.” 

The relations between the countries remain precarious and 
brittle especially the two neighbours, but that too when one of the 
neighbour may not be just and ready to preserve peace but to 
preserve it on acceptable terms. AJC Edwards’ expert opinion is 
relevant in this context when he says that the political efficacy of a 
strong country’s superior military strength vis-a-vis weaker 
countries will obviously depend' in part on the extent to which the 
latter countries are prepared to be bullied or intimidated. Smaller 
nuclear countries are especially well placed. 1 However, the will¬ 
power of a strong country itself is no less important than that of the 
weaker countries which might fall under its influence. For military 
might to be reflected in political muscle, the government which 
controls the military might must be willing to make its position of 
strength felt in international bargaining situations. It must also 
convince others that it has the will to use its military might if 
necessary and in particular to win political support at home for 
such a step. 2 It is also true that the political muscle of a nuclear 
country will be the greatest if it has a monopoly of nuclear weapons, 
or massive superiority; weakest, if its nuclear arsenal is massively 
inferior to those of other nuclear countries; and of intermediate 
strength, if its nuclear arsenal is broadly comparable with that of 
another country. 3 The experts always consider strong conventional 
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armed forces alongwilh nuclear weapons as an essential ingredient 
for security. 

We have real threat to our security from China. India’s 
acquisition of a nuclear capability is vital as a viable deterrent and is 
likely, to contribute to peace in the region. According to Lt. Gen. 
(Dr) Chhiber India is destined to be a major world power in the 
next century. Peace is vital ingredient for our march to our destiny. 
We shall have peace only if we are strong. Economic strength is the 
foundation but the lesson of history is that economic strength and 
military strength are inter-related. One cannot exist without other 
for long. 4 Recent history confirms that after capture of Tibet by 
China, we tried to act tough with China without being strong and 
were mercilessly thrashed during October, 1962. We have learnt no 
lesson from history and continued following the policy of peace, 
without strength and ultimately one day we may have to satisfy 
ourselves with the "Actual Line of Control." Undoubtedly, the most 
fundamental issues of our lime are peace and war that too in the 
nuclear era, deterrence and defence, nuclear strategy, world politics, 
disarmament and arms control in particular in the context of India 
and China. Uranium in Tibet is no longer in control of Tibetans but 
is under the actual control of China as Tibet no longer an 
independent State. The Chinese have ample, uranium reserves in 
Sinkiang. At least three uranium mines in this region had been 
developed by the Russians in the early fifties as part of Sino-Soviel 
joint ventures. The exclusive control of these mines was handed 
over to the Chinese in 1955, although Soviet association continued 
till 1962 when China took over the complete operations. 5 We will 
have to remember that peace cannot be enjoyed without strength. 
The Hindu mind has always been: The world is for the brave—‘Vir 
Bhogey Vasundhra’. The philosophy has been sufficiently preached. 
Need is to pul it into practice. 

More than a generation has passed since the United States 
dropped atom bombs over Hiroshima and Nagasaki. President 
Truman is said to have declared: "That is the greatest thing in 
history," 6 The nuclear weapons have not so far been used again. But 
there is little question that their mere existence, unused and largely 
unseen as they have been since 1945; has profoundly influenced the 
course of history. 7 These apart, uranium deposits are also reported 
to have been found, among other places, in Anshan, Chung-chak, 
Altai, Kashghar, Nang Hung (Kwanglung province) and Tibet. 8 The 
acquisition of weapons, the nuclear weapons do change the course 
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of history and give birth to the possibility of war—the Chinese 
launched full-scale military invasion on India on October 20 1962 
though on November 25, 1959, Pt. Jawahar Lai Nehru, the first 
Prime Minister of India, during his Lok Sabha speech, expressed 
anguish when he said. It is a strange turn of circumstances that we 
in India who stand for peace and worked for it are with all our 
might should suddenly be drawn into this dangerous situation and 
be faced with the possibility even of war. I do not think war will 
come. I do not think that any country is foolish enough to jump 
over the precipice into war." He justifiably gave vent to his deep 
sentiments: "The Himalayas are something much more than 
mountains to us; they are part of ourselves." Indian leaders were ' 
apprehending Chinese invasion but did not suitably equip and 
prepare the country for the defence. Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, in his 
historic broadcast on October 20,1962, was more stringent when he 
said: "I do not propose to give you the long, history of continous 
aggression by the Chinsese during the last five years and how they 
have tried to justify it by speeches, agreements and repeated 
assertions of untruths and a campaign of calumny and vituperation 
against our country. Perhaps, there are not many instances in 
history where one country, that is India, has gone out of her way to 
be friendly and co-operative with the Chinese Government and 
people to plead their cause in the councils of the world, and 
therefore, the Chinese Government to return evil for good, and 
even go to the extent of aggression and invade our sacred land. No 
self-respecting country, and certainly not India with her love of 
freedom, can submit to this, whatever the consequences may be." 9 

The two most ancient civilisations of the world were actually 
involved in conflict during 1962 and the conflict continues. 
However, the conflict started during 1954 when the principles of 
"Panchsheel" were enunciated and the slogans of "Hindu-Chini, 
Bhai-Bhai" were raised. S.P.Verma in his "Struggle for Himalayas , 
regards the year 1954 as a turning point in India’s foreign policy and 
analysed that India’s acceptance of Chinese sovereignity or 
‘suzerainty’ over Tibet—the difference between sovereignity and 
suzerainty always remained blurred—in return of a weak 
confirmation of Tibet autonomy and without the clear cut 
recognition by China of the existing frontiers determined by 
McMahon Line, exposed her to several thousand miles of arid, 
snow-ridden, largly inaccessible, mountancous common frontier 
with China. 10 
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China slowly bul with predetermination proceeded with the 
construction of roads, airfields, bridges and military strong-points 
and succeeded in linking sinkiang with Tibet, and detached Tibet 
strategically from India. Kunsang Poljor is justified in saying that: 
The peace-loving nations of the world should realize that China 
poses a great threat to world peace, and it is imperative that they 
oppose its policies in order to maintain stability. The world 
community must make conscientious efforts to understand the real 
nature behind Peking’s policies. 11 

India has always remained as the champion of suppressed 
people’s rights in all countries of the world. Ever since Mahatma 
Gandhi fought for civil rights of the Indians in South Africa. India 
has been in forefront of this struggle and has not forgotten the 
oppressed people wherever they are. India severed diplomatic 
relations with South Africa and Portugal and even refused to 
recognize Rhodesia for the same reason. But even the worst form of 
apartheid enforced in South Africa pales into insignificance when 
compared to the atrocities which the Chinese have committed and 
are continuing to commit in Tibet. 12 Both for the sake of restoring 
the fundamental liberties of the Tibetan people and destroying 
Chinese colonialism, India the great Champion of human liberties 
and anti-colonialism, must raise her voice. How can India shut her 
eyes to the abominable cruelties that are being perpetrated on her 
neighbours, who have more in common with the Indians than with 
any other people in the world. 13 During the last more than four 
decades, the Chinses have gone much further and have destroyed 
everything which could be called Tibetan, their religion and their 
culture a very old-established and developed religion with a very high 
philosophy, professed by many independent countries of Asia and 
highly revered throughout the world and a culture which is as old as 
the Chinese culture itself; and they have deprived the Tibetans of 
all fundamental rights and freedoms and are perpetrating inhuman 
atrocities on them. 14 Undoubtedly, Indian has suffered much for the 
sake of the Tibetans in order to uphold one of the most precious 
international principles of giving shelter to political refugees 15 and 
suffered greatest humiliation during Chinese invasion. 

After the defunct support from the erstwhile USSR, India’s 
security in the widest sense needs to be put on the lop of the 
national agenda, especially to meet the Chinese challenge. India’s 
first new security need is better political management of internal 
conflicts and good, honest government in suppressing crime, 
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criminalization of polities and corruption. 16 Then and then alone, 
India’s all public-funded research may be geared to the goal of 
"wealth creation", to enable India to go nuclear in the real sense. 
Because India is left with no option but to get nuclear, to meet 
Chinese threat. Of course, the people desiring to undertake an 
atomic energy project must have their own source of raw material 
and develop an infrastructure for manufacturing equipment and 
trained personnel. For nuclear research and development of atomic 
energy; Uranium, thorium, graphite and heavy water is needed as 
primary raw material, besides scientific workers. 17 Setting up a 
borrowed know how and continued dependence on foreign experts, 
is likely to end in compromise of the country’s status as the 
borrowed crutches are not likely to make the muscles strong. The 
atomic research much have the root in the very soil. Mahendra Lai 
Sircar, had emphasised in 1970 that utilization of scientific 
discoveries for society necessitated knowledge of the fundamental 
rules of science, which could be obtained only through study and 
original research. 18 The people intending to become a nuclear 
power, not necessarily in the military sense, must a strong industrial 
base as a prime requirement, in addition to trained scientists. At the 
same lime, all round economic growth and inculcation of a 
scientific attitude. Nuclear research should in no circumstances 
neglect the people’s aspirations, as it is likely to produce an 
imbalance in the society. 19 A new physics grew up during the first 
three decades of this century from researches on the atomic 
structure and nature of radiation. Some of the mile-stones were 
quantum theory; concept of equivalence of mass and energy and the 
new famous Einstein equation E=MC 2 ; the Rutherford. Bohr 
model of nuclear atom; radio-activity; artifical transmutation of 
elements; and the discovery of neutron Scientists were becoming 
increasingly aware of the enormous energy stored in an atom or 
rather in the nucleus of an atom. 20 Meghnad Saha had realized the 
growing importance of nuclear physics at a time when the subject 
had not attracted much attention in India. In 1936, Saha had gone 
on a tour to Europe and America. In the USA, he visited the 
cyclotron laboratory of professor E.O. Lawrence at Berkeley. Saha 
and Lawrence had spent a few weeks together at Copenhagen and 
Berlin in 1927. He attended the International Conference of 
Nuclear physics at Copenhagen in 1936. 21 

One may recall Dr. Homi Bhabha came back from Cambridge 
because of the War and established a small research unit at the 
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Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, for the pursuit of 
fundamental research in cosmic rays and theoretical physics. The 
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research which was formed late in 
the 40’s, led to the establishment of the Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre in the 50’S. Early in the 60’s, the programme came to the 
stage when one could see the possibility of applying the practical 
benefits of the peaceful uses of Atomic Energy in India. 22 

However, the exact nuclear status of India is not publicly 
known, at least in India. Some regard it as de facto nuclear weapons 
Slate. Others disagree. 23 The overall Indian nuclear programme is 
mature and well-developed. Indian nuclear research began in the 
1940s, a bomb programme was widely discussed and studied in the 
1960s! and a so-called peaceful nuclear explosive (PNE) was tested 
in 1974. Despite this history of nuclear research—and predictions 
of imminent weaponization—the Indian leadership has crept very 
slowly along the nuclear path. 24 Give time, both could produce 
sufficient nuclear weapons to deploy a small first strike nuclear 
force. Certainly, India (with its large stocks of plutonium) has the 
capacity for a much larger force. Both Stales also possess adequate 
means for delivery in the form of advanced fighter-bombers. Both 
have recently tested short-range missiles, and on May 21, 1989, 
India launched the Agni, a medium range missile-offering no 
pretense that it was engaged in purely peaceful research or 
testing. 25 A nuclear bomb programme is technically feasible, 
politically highly desirable, strategically inescapable and 
economically not only sustainable but actually advantageous. The 
cost of a nuclear weapon programme would, instead of crushing the 
Indian economy, accelerate growth of industry and technology. 26 

India wants to ensure that it will never come under a nuclear 
threat without the capacity to retaliate in kind, views that a nuclear 
option is necessary. By going nuclear, it will automatically become 
part of the strategic political and targeting calculations of every 
other major nuclear power. 27 India’s nuclear programme has always 
been strongly influenced by the China factor. The significance of 
placing nuclear missiles on the Tibetan plateau is crucial for 
understanding the historical and current geo-political regional 
relationships. When China conducted its first nuclear blast in 1964, 
India immediately realized it must enter the nuclear race. However, 
Tibet the traditional buffer independent country between the two 
great nations, was under Qiincse control. The humiliating defeat 
suffered by India in the 1962 Indo-Chinese War was launched from 
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the Tibelan ground of high altitude. Undoubtedly, the India in the 
prospect of being faced with not only superior conventional forces 
in the Tibetan plateau, but nuclear ones as well, put India in a 
vulnerable position. 28 

There is a large body of literature which persuasively argue 
that wars are not caused by miscalculation, or when one side or 
another feels so secure (or insecure) that it can attack the other, or 
when one side or another misjudges its relative position vis-a-vis an 
antagonist. 29 

An Indian Minister of Defence, K.C. Pant was an important 
figure in the first Indian non-proliferation debate, and his maiden 
political speech at the 1964 session of the Indian National Congress 
persuasively made the case for the "option" Strategy. India’s option 
strategy was, initially, a response to the Chinese test and subsequent 
weaponizalion. It was also a way to demonstrate to both the U.S. 
and the USSR that India was a power to be reckoned with. 30 

In 1945, the Unites Slates dropped the first atomic bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In 1949, the Soviet Union exploded an 
atomic bomb, years before the American government thought it 
possible. In 1952, Britian tested a bomb at Monte Bello Island off 
Australia; France blew up part of the Sahara Desert with a nuclear 
device in 1960. In 1974 India’s foreign minister received a message 
saying, "The Buddha is smiling", meaning that that country had 
detonated a nuclear device. 31 In 1974, the United Slates, the 
USSR, Britain, France, West Germany, Canada and Japan formed 
the London Suppliers Club in reaction to the Indian bomb 
explosion. The members agreed not to export sensitive equipment 
to non-nuclear countries, and developed a "Code of conduct": the 
supplier nations agreed not to assist nuclear explosions, even those 
termed peaceful. The club agreed on improved safeguards and on 
renewed attention to security. However, by 1974 it was too late to 
halt atomic development in any country determined to have it. 
South Africa is a case in point, having already embarked upon a 
full-scale nuclear course. 32 International atomic connections arc 
illustrated by the Indian situation: Two years after India exploded 
an atomic bomb, the United States admitted to having supplied the 
materials that made that explosion possible. The United States also 
trained more than a thousand Indian scientists and engineers. 33 

At India’s Tarapur atomic plant, two 210,000-Kilowatt 
reactors began to operate in 1969. The reactors were designed by 
General Electrical the United Slates sent the fuel to run them. 
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plants', the same arrangement that existed at the 
(tencralEiecttic—designed Brown’s Forty Plant in Alabama, where 
STSw tat forced the utility to change the set up At Tarapur the 
arrangement has not been changed.* Though the reactors at 
Tarapur produced slightly more than 10 per cent of India s 
electricity?neither reactor has exceeded 64 per cent of capaetty for 
* tS J When there is a breakdown at a plant that produces more 
3 per cent of an interconnected electrtctty grid, and when the 
St ha? to dose down for a month or more, "the system ,s plunged 
i„o chaos" according to an International Alomtc Energy 
economist. 55 The new reprocessing plant at Tarapur is intended to 
“age plutonium for the developing world’s first fast-breeder 
reactor! under construction at Kaipakkam. The plant was started tn 
the early 1970s with a collaboration agreement with France and is 
situated on the site of an old temple. When construction began, 
workers threatened to quite if the temple was destroyed, so the 
breeder is being built beside it. The project’s leading physicist said 
"This is the only nuclear reactor in the world protected by God. 
India’s Tarapur fuel-reprocessing plant is the developing nation’s 
only commercial plutonium-reprocessing plant. 


The race for arms and ammunition is obvious in the struggle 
for the world power status. Tibet with its spiritual heritage and pre¬ 
occupation with peaceful pursuits, is idealy suited to provide a 
sanctuary for peace at the heart of Asia. Its historic status as a 
neutral buffer State, contributing to the peace of the entire 
continent, can be restored. In future, Tibet will be a heaven for 
humanity and nature to live in harmonious balance. 
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Chapter 12 


Wei-Ji Change: Tibet’s 
Independence 


The Chinese, who have always had a thoroughly 
dynamic world view and a keen sense of history, seem to have 
been well aware of this profound connection the crisis and 
change . The term they use for crisis - Wei fi-is composed of 
characters for ‘danger’and ‘opportunity’. 

—Fritjof Capra, The Turning Point . 

In the early 20th Century, when revolution broke out in China, 
the Chinese forces in 1911, were attacked by Tibetans. They 
surrendered and were repatriated to China, that too via India. The 
expulsion of imperial Manchu officials and troops from Tibet was 
complete. There was total sevcrence of Tibetan ties with Chinese. 
His Holiness, the Thirteenth Dalai Lama, after a brief exile in India, 
returned to Lhasa and issued a proclamation of independence 
during 1912. The Chinese after their thrashing by Tibetans, that too 
to the extent that not even a single Chinese soul was available in 
Tibet for about two decades. 1 However, the Chinese did not keep 
quiet and kept on adding to their economic and military strength; 
whereas the Tibetans were altogether oblivious of their defence. 
They were busy chanting ‘Om mani padme hum\ It is very good to 
recite the meaningful mantra “Om mani Padme hum.” Om 
symbolizing the pure, exalted body, speech, and mind of Buddha. 
Mani meaning jewel-fulfilling the wishes of sentient beings and 
capable of removing poverty. Padme-symbolize wisdom. The final 
syllable hum, indicates indivisibility. According to the Fourteenth 
Dalai Lama, His Holiness Tanzin Gyatso, “Om mani padme hum” 
means that through dependence on the practice of the path of 
Buddha which is indivisible union of method and wisdom, one can 
transform one’s impure body, speech and mind. But one need not 
seek Buddhahood outside of oneself; as the substances for the 
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achievement of Butklhahood arc within. 2 The prayers and chanting 
Tf Man, “ should be conveiated to the outside developments also. 

The Chinese after their ignoble defeat did not swallow it. 
They to, n evii eye on the Tibetan’s 'mani-; dew,’ and the 
Sans kept on reciting ‘Om mani padme hum ; perhaps w„h 
d“ed mind and eyes. Ultimately they have been deprtved of no, 
o„Ty their -mani’ wealth-uranium bu, the independence as well. The 
Xe valuable uranium deposits appear to be one of the causes of 
their slavery. His Holiness is justified in saying that actual^, the 
world was changing and the Tibetans remained foolishly backward, 
in not seeing or taking any notice of what changes were going on ,n 
outside world . 3 


Tibetans, perhaps had neither heard nor read the short story 
narrated by Dale Carneigie of the two men who were cutting and 
chopping out wood. One fellow worked hard all the day round, took 
no breaks, and only slopped briefly for lunch. At the end of the day, 
the woodman who had taken no breaks was quite disturbed to see 
the other fellow had cut more wood than he had. “I don’t 
understand”, he said, “Every time I looked around you were silling 

down_yet you cut more wood than I did. “His companion asked. 

Did you also notice that while I was silling down, “I was sharpening 
my axe.” The Tibetans did not see Chinese sharpening their axe. 


The Communist Party of China was born on July 1,1921, after 
a decade of their defeat at the hands of Tibetans during 1911, with 
the avowed objective of “seizing political power by armed forces.” 
In China and else where. Since this goal could hardly be attained 
without the help of an army, the party leaders, from the very 
beginning, concentrated their efforts to organise army units. In 
their such efforts, the leaders apart from mobilising the poor 
peasants, were able to get support of some ex-warlords and ex¬ 
bandits. This process continued till August 1, 1927, when the 
official birth of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army took place in 
the city of Nanchang. 4 After some initial success, all the infantile 
Red Army Columns, ill-organised and ill-equipped as they were 
gradually met with stiff opposition from the experienced, regular 
Nationalist forces. Hence to avoid complete annihilation, Mao-Tse- 
Tung and his infantile “Workers and Peasants Army”, which had 
been depleted to less than one thousand men, made their way to 
secure base area of Chinkangshan, and inaccessible mountaineous 
tract; 5 While the first shot in the Nanchang uprising heralded the 
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bir ,h of the Chinese Red Army, Chinkangshan was its cradle. It was 

in ? h ^ an ST n « , ? 7 mmunisl Parl y pioneers, Mao Tse-tung 
and Chu Teh, pooled their ideas, both military and political, to 
evolve the dogmas and the plans which ultimately led to a Red 
Victory in China. 6 It was here that now familiar four “Golden 
Rules” of guerilla warfare evolved by Mao-Tsc-tung (/) When the 
enemy advances, we retreat, («) When the enemy halls, we harass; 
(hi) When the enemy avoids battle, we attack; and (iV) When the 
enemy retreats, we follow. 7 The Red Army, so long principles were 
applied, was invariably successful, and when it did not it frequently 
failed. 8 The Red Army, after Nanchang and Chinkangshan, passed 
through three “historical periods” of hard struggle-“theagrarian 
revolutionary war”-1927-37; “the war of resistance against Japan.” 
1937-45; and “the people’s war of Liberation”; 1946-49. Thus the 
“liberation” of the Chinese main land was completed by the end of 
1949, which was, however, preceded by the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China on October 1,1949. 9 


In the meanwhile, Mao Tse-tung signed in February, 1950, in 
Moscow a military assistance pact with Russia, and by April 1950, 
more than 3,000 Soviet Officers, advisors and technicians arrived in 
China to help reorganise and modernise the huge but somewhat 
disorganised PLA forces. The Russian experts set about their task 
in right earnest and soon training schools and centres were set up. 
The training and modernisation covered all the spheres of the 
Army, Air Force and the Navy. The ground work for Chinese entry 
into atomic age had also been laid then. 10 In 1951, following the 
defeat of Tibetan army and the occupation of much of the Tibet by 
the PLA, the most humiliating, the Seventeen-Point Agreement, 
came into existence on May 30, 1991. The details of the agreement 
were chilling. Under the agreement, the Tibetan forces were 
expected to surrender at once and the Tibetan army was to be 
absorbed into Chinese army. Besides, the Tibet was deprived of all 
authority over conduct of her external affairs. 11 This made the 
Tibetans and their leaders to wake up from their slumber; it gave 
birth to the Tibet’s struggle for independence, under the leadership 
of His Holiness, the Dalai Lama - the living Buddha, the earthly 
manifestation of Avalokiteshvara. Now Tibetans appears to have 
started reciting “Om mani padme hum”, with open eyes. Like all 
Tantric practices, its continual recitation involves the collective use 
of triple faculty of body; speech and mind and is intended to 
generate the Buddha-like wisdom and compassion whereby 
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Enlightmcnt is ultimately won. 12 The movement the peaceful and 
non-violent movement for independence-had the beginning of ns 
achievements, when His Holiness against the wishes of Peoples 
Republic of China and despite the efforts of its armed forces, 
escaped into exile, alongwith his tried lieutenants, during 9 9, the 
settled his Gell-Mann and the new generation in more than 150 
countries, with adequate arrangements for preservation and growth 
of Tibetan culture. The present Tibetan generation is literate and 
has learnt all the foreign languages besides Tibetan taught to them 
by Lamas—the spiritual teachers. They can communicate among 
themselves in Tibetan and with the foreigners in the foreign 
languages. Tibetan presence is being felt throughout the world and 
in their humble way they are projecting themselves as Ambassadors 
of Tibetan’s cause, messengers of Lord Buddha and a postles of 
peace. The Dalai Lama won the presligeous 1989 Noble Peace 
Prize, for his implicit faith in non-violence and peace which he 
richly deserved. With this the whole of Tibetan Society has been 
honoured. 


During all these years, with every achievement of the Tibetans 
in exile, there is a corresponding increasing in atrocities on 
Tibetans in their own homeland. They have been reduced to a 
minority. Tibet with its diversity of terrain, has people with a 
distinct identity linked by a common language, culture and religion. 
They have lost their entity and identity. Kungsang Paljor asserts 
that; From the moment the occupation began, the Chinese made 
vigorous attempts to undermine Tibetan identity. They tried to do 
this by various means, including, repla'cing the names of streets, 
monuments, houses well-known landmarks and even people, with 
the creation of their own. The Chinese knew that the former names 
were derived from the Tibetan religion and culture and indicated a 
distinct national identity which fostered independent political 
aspirations. 13 The massive transfer of Chinese populations to Tibet 
is a growing threat to Tibet’s identity. Today, the total number of 
Tibetans including the exiled community, is over 6.2 million. 14 The 
traditional culture of Buddhist Tibet was largely religious in nature. 
The communist Chinese regime has destroyed the very culture of 
the Tibet. The systematic destruction of religion in Tibet, appears 
to be a deliberate attempt to destroy the traditional civilization by 
cutting at its roots. The monks and the religious objects were the 
targets of the wrath of the Chinese Communists. Their basic aim, 
appears to eliminate all kinds of faith except Marxism. His Holiness 
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asserts that true Tibetan culture is now avaiinht» 1 
and not inside Tibet” Tibet was unspoiled wilderSSS^M 
an unique natural environment, prior to the Chinese in“ Bu, 
s ,„ce then China has been using Tibet for production o nuclear 
weapons and dumping nuclear waste in Tibet. Not only China 
planned to dispose of its own nuclear waste, but also of oT, 
country who have already agreed to pay Peking for the disposal 
facility. As such today, not only the present generation, but also 
future generations are threatened by China's lack of concern for 
Tibet’s interests. This lack of concern, can easily extend beyond 
Tibet and embolden China to utilize Uranium reserves to satiate its 
power designs. It can be a cause of common concern but not 
necessarily despair. The peace loving Tibetans who emerged from 
scratch four decades ago, can again emerge on the International 
horizon to take on the nefarious designs of the Chinese, exactly in 
the footsteps of their illustrious forefathers, about a century ago. 
They only need the world community co-operation, good-will and 
moral support as evidenced by acceptance of Tibetans refugees all 
over the world. The time is not far of when Tibetans will be 
accepted in their homeland. The great civilizations have changed. 
Evety moment, change phenomenon is occurring. It is a continuous 
process. The change is law of nature. Recently, tremendous changes 
are occurring in Russia and the day is not far of, when the Chinese 
people, may be on establishment of democracy, will accept Tibetans 
in Tibet. Undoubtedly, a cultural crisis-a cultural evolution is 
taking place in China itself. The Chinese, who have always had a 
thoroughly dynamic world view and a keen sense of history, seem to 
have been well aware of this profound connection between crisis 
and change. The term they use for ‘crisis’ -wei-ji—is composed of 
characters for ‘danger’ and ‘opportunity’. 17 It is for the Tibetans to 
remain vigilant, hearing in mind the golden words of Bernard 
Gittpeson, that it is not enough to hear opportunity knock. One 
must let him in, greet him, make friends and then work together. 
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Chapter 13 


Appraisal 


It is, of course, a safe policy to allow the massacre of a 
small nation by the world at large and especially by a mighty 
neighbour and forget about it, but when that small country 
happens to be on one’s border, the extinction of which brings 
the mighty power to the country’s door-step, the position 
becomes different and one cannot shiU one’s eyes and deep 
quiet. To guarantee effectively the security of the Himalayas, 
it is essential to restore Tibetan independence. 

— B.N. MuUik, My Years with Nehru: The Chinese Betrayal 

(1971) pages 629-630. 

Environment is a word of recent common usage. In the past 
the man had tremendous awe and respect for the nature. The 
nature manifested in it various forms-the mountains, rivers, lakes, 
trees, animals and birds were worshipped. Only that much begged 
of it as was the minimum essential requirement of the mankind. 
The religious beliefs prescribed the limits, the rituals and the 
ablutions that had to be through before the after man could take 
even a grain or a leaf or any other part of a plant for its use. The 
religious prescriptions, saw to it that the procreation of the species 
was not affected in any way. That explains why for centuries the 
environment remained pure and retained its pristine beauty and 
balance. One evil that the modernisation has begotten is the greed. 
In the lust for acquiring more and more, the faith in the religious 
beliefs has been the first casualty. And in their heedless race the 
bounties of the nature have been exploited, beyond the limits the 
mother earth could possibly recoup. The result is what we see today 
in unlimited desertification, recurring havoc played by floods year 
after year and the great pollution of the air we breathe. Tibet under 
China’s occupation has been no exception. The land of the people 
who were directed by religious decrees issued from time to time to 
respect the life-human, animal plant—has been spoiled mercilessly 
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and regardless of future. No one seems to care as to what would the 
man bequeath to the generation to come. 

“Power speaks through the barrel of a gun” is what Mao Tse 
Tung is said to have expounded way back in forties. To make China 
a world power, master of everything on this earth, as was the dream 
once by \he imperial Rulers of China once again is h,s brain child. 
Apparently, it is in furtherance of this over-ambitious plan that 
emphasis has been placed on Army ever since the on-set of 
communist revolution against Chiang Kia-shek regime. In China s 
polity Army is still a force to reckon with. The dropping of the first 
atom bomb during second World War and the haulocaust that it 
caused on the main land of Japan opened the eyes of the war Lords 
throughout the world to the great potential the scientists had 
uncovered in the field of atomic energy. A mad rush ensued 
amongst the big nations of the world to carry the research further 
and to develop bigger and belter instruments of destruction. China 
dreaming of rising to the lop in the comity of nations could not 
.remain immune from the fever. Right from 1957, it has continued 
to fund numerous projects and carry out stealthy detonation and 
experimental testing of the missiles and other nuclear weapons 
tests. Despite the Ban Treaty and the exercise carried out by big 
powers to progressively dismantle their nuclear arsenals, China 
seems bent on continuing stock-piling. In Tibet it has found 
abundant raw material. Besides, the vastness of its territory thinly 
populated and its geographical isolation makes Tibet all the more 
suitable site for China to house its nuclear and missile 
establishments. 


Originally when developed it was assumed that atomic energy 
would provide mankind with an instrument of change, of progress, 
in short would usher in better world with sufferings of mankind 
mitigated fully. The fruit, alas, seems to have gone sour. Instead of 
exploring it exclusively for peaceful purposes, the powers-that be 
have preferred to lay greater emphasis on the destructive agent. The 
dropping of the first bomb on Nagasaki may have been a strategic 
necessity to bring an end to a war that had already raged for more 
than five years and had claimed millions of innocent lives. The mad 
rush to develop more potent, more sophisticated armaments by the 
big powers in competition with each other, in truth, represents the 
baser side of human character. The acquisition is vainly justified. It 
is said that by creating deterrent, the aim to be achieved is noble. It 
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is to end all wars. Verilv it is nm ,u„ , .. , 
account the clossal wastage of goods nnd? • * f31 ' S 10 take into 
could have made possible tremendous benH"^ ° f L*?® WOrld that 
upgrading the living standard of the nen i 1C 'd achievcments in 
w„u,d no, have claimed mi,,ions or 

m many more mi l,ons of human life. Children would noUave been 
born deprived of nulrious food and basic educallonal and hS 
facilities. The horrendous dangem ,ha, are inherent in accidental 
explosions m warlike conditions are paid lip service only and not 
shown any serious concern. The untold damage that has been 
caused to the delicate eco-system remains a subject of academic 
discussion in seminars and conferences only. All this is happening 
because we have ceased to respect our moral values. It is time that 
some one reminds the world of the principles of Panchsheel which 
lay stress on peace co-existence and co-operaiion. 


In the outset of the 20th century, to be precise, in 1911, the 
Tibetan people threw out the Manchu garrison stationed in Lhasa. 
It enabled the Thirteenth Dalai Lama to return from exile and to 
declare the independence of Tibet. At that point of time, the 
Chinese were involved in internal power struggle. Their history 
records a long drawn war for the control of the administration. It 
eventually led to the victory of the Communist Parly soon after the 
2nd World War. Having cut their teeth in guerrilla war-fare, the 
reorganisation and modernisation of loosely organised and ill- 
equipped Armed Forces received the first attention of the party 
hierarchy. The USSR, as it then was, helped transform it into a well 
knit modern army with requisite infra-structure created within the 
country. The ground thus laid for advancement of political 
objectives, the Chinese Government turned its attention to Tibet 
populated by peace-loving people and of strategic importance. 
Tibet had remained completely oblivious to the needs of defence, 
totally engrossed in religion. The brute occupation, therefore, met 
with no resistance. Eversince Chinese have pursued a calculated 
policy of tightening its grip and erasing the identity of the people 
attacking in the process their faith and culture. Howsoever 
entrenched the Army and the Government of China by today, the 
flame of independence lighted by the present Dalai Lama continues 
to burn ever brightly. Will history repeat itself? Will Tibet be 
independent again ? From the various indicators visible to-day, it is 
imminent that it is not a distant dream. Time is not far off when the 
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Tibetan people would one day succeed in regaining independence 
for their country. 

Fascist Germany pursued this course and eventually rued the 
day. Stalin trod the same path but did not succeed either. Imperial 
Japan in its lust for expansion and domination marched on similar 
road with the result that is now a matter of historical record. 
Genocide though practised from time to time by the conquering 
rulers over the subjugated people has never succeeded in 
completely eliminating the identity of the suppressed people. 
China, it appears, has not learnt any lesson from history. Where 
others have miserably failed it appears confident of succeeding in so 
far as Tibetan people are concerned. The Chinese Government has 
launched a deliberate and systematic operation to decimate the 
population of Tibet through forcible sterilisation of young persons 
of reproductive age-group. Hordes of Chinese have been shifted 
from the main-land to the territories of Tibet with the sole object of 
converting the Tibetans into an insignificant minority in their own 
home land. There is a conscious plan in action to shake and shatter 
the faith of the people in their centuries-old religion, beliefs, the 
culture and the traditions. The many-faceted onslaught has only 
one object in mind; to wipe out and erase every sign of the distinct 
identity of the people so that even when the tight reigns of Chinese 
control one day come to be loosened under the pressure of world 
opinion or otherwise there may not be many Tibetans left alive to 
revive their glorious past. The Chinese regime has set out to 
obliterate the very Tibetan identity itself. It is perhaps difficult to 
call this anything else than genocide. The horrowing tale does not 
appear to have come to an end as yet. Much more is going on 
manifestly unnoticed by the world at large-all in blatant violation 
of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. What is causing worry 
and anxiety amongst the saner elements is that the countries of the 
world have failed to demonstrate real concern. The lone voice of 
Dalai Lama against the wanton aggression has failed to evoke 
positive response. But all is not lost. Already a stir in the conscience 
of the world is discernible. The portends kindles the hope that in 
the not-too-distant future pressure would build up to make the 
Chinese realise.their folly. In the result, the Tibetans would be able 
once again to breathe freely, grow and prosper in their cherished 
ways presently being preserved through the tireless efforts of the 
14th Dalai Lama. 
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Tibetans practice deep mediation to cultivate wisdom and 
have a their long tradition of non-violence and tolerance and havJ 
withstood continuous violent storms, possibly out of an imuhive 
wisdom Justice E S^Venkataramiah, in “citizenship- Rights and 
Duties’, explains: “Wisdom born or intuition may be compared to a 
well-rooted plant. The foundations may be firm; the root may be 
strong. The plant may be able to derive the essential nourishing 
clement from the soil. But it is bound to need other nutrients also 
from the air, from water and last but not the least, from the 
nourishing hands and tender attention of someone who cares for 
the plant. The same can be said to be true of the conduct and 
upbringing of the people. The wisdom which is an in-born part of 
the nature, like a well-rooted plant, will still need the nourishing 
care of education and proper guidance. Without such education 
about the proper place of each individual in society and in the 
political organisation, the in—born faculty of wisdom may soon 
withers away.” To preserve the wisdom with a view to develop their 
faculties-unhindered by outside interference, is needed-which the 
independence alone can grant them. 


Freedom is the birth right of every nation. There is no 
exception to this universal law. The term freedom as elaborated by 
Mahatma Gandhi though in Indian context is not confined to 
political freedom alone. It too has universal application. If one were 
asked to define ‘freedom’ in one word then the most appropriate 
word that would occur to mind is ‘liberty’. 


The people of every nationality have a right to live their own 
life, according to their own traditions, customs and religious beliefs. 
The Tibetans are no exception. -They have an inalienable right 
against exploitation of their land, the mineral wealth, the air, the 
water and the other bounties of nature. But alas no one is paying 
heed to their this precious right. The Chinese, the present day 
Rulers of Tibet are ruthlessly playing havoc in every possible way by 
practicing genocide and denuding the land of its wealth. Uranium is 
being exploited and processed in most casual way without taking 
any precautionary steps that the modern scientists insist on for the 
protection of animal, human and plant life. The radio-active waste- 
solid or liquid—is being dumped in most unscientific manner. The 
water sources have been contaminated leading to loss of life and 
adversely affecting the generations to come. The flora and fona, the 
delicate ecological balance all have been disturbed seriously. The 
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world at large is a mute witness to it. It is all the more regrettable 
Z the countries that border Tibet and are already suffer,„g the 
afmrmathof deforestation; of the radio-aetivtly etc. have no, so far 
woS to the dangers and ihe risks that it poses to the life and 
property of their population. They do not real,se that greed as 
Sis unsalable and unless China is timely stopped from pursuing 
“ resent course, the ultimate result would be disastrous. Chtna 
hL to be reminded and made at realise thal "nature has enough to 
sustain all bu, nolhing ,0 satisfy the greed of a few" (Mahatma 
Gandhi). In this context, it is pertinent to reran the message of 
Lord Buddha. If our needs are minimised we will utilize the natural 
resources-the gift of Mother Earth-with restraint. This is also the 
call of the World-the conservation strategy prepared by top 
scientists of the world. 


Motivated by humane considerations and moved by the 
backwardness of the country and the plight of its population, the 
United Nations, a large number of developed countries as also 
certain world financial institutions have pumped sufficient funds in 
Tibet over the past decade or so. Tibet being under occupation, 
needless to say, receives the aid through the Govt, of China. How 
gainfully is this aid being utilised is a question that begs a true 
answer. Those who have cared to look into it have come out with 
startling revelations. Instead of uplifting the living standard of the 
people and taking the country on the road to development the 
investment instead is being utilised for the advancement of Chinese 
interests in Tibet. The exploitation of the mineral wealth, the 
utilisation of the natural resources and industrialisation, all the 
solely aimed likewise. Interest of Tibet and Tibetans does not figure 
at all in the Chinese scheme of things. When the Chinese first 
transgressed the boundaries of Tibet they were a few thousand in 
number. With deepening of their hold and tightening of grip the 
number has increased manifold. Soon the occupation forces were 
joined by larger retinue including their family members. In the 
untended vast tracts of the country, Chinese immigrants have, as a 
matter of policy, being settled. The Tibetans, in reality, remain 
where they were before the onset of Chinese occupation. The 
situation is worse than ever before. What has, however, changed is 
the heaviness of the burden thai the Tibetans are made to carry for 
the top heavy Chinese administration and the hordes of Chinese 
making the labour force, the army and the civil bureaucracy. 
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It is, of course a safe policy to allow the massacre of a small 
nation by the world at large and especially by a mighty neighbour 
and forget about it, but when that small country happens to be on 
one’s border, the extinction of which brings the mighty power to the 
country’s door-step, the position becomes different and one cannot 
shut one s eyes and keep quiet. To guarantee effectively the security 
of the Himalayas, it is essential to restore Tibetan independence, as 
has been analysed by B.N. Mullik, in his book, My Years with 
Nehru : The Chinese Betrayal (1971), pages 629-630. 
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The Status of Tibet-A Historical 
Perspective 

—Parmananda Sharma 


There has been no let-up in the Chinese posture of 
imperialistic high handedness; and its repressive stranglehold over 
Tibet and its people has only tightened over the years. Ever since 
the PLA’s march into Tibet in 1949, more than 12 lakh or Tibetans 
have been killed. Of these, 4 lakhs died fighting during various 
uprisings against the invaders, 17000 died in prisons, labour camps 
and torture chambers, 1,56,000 were executed, 3400 died of 
starvation and 9000 committed suicide. Add to this ghastly record 
of genocide the destruction of about 6000 monasteries and 
historical monuments with their precious relies, art objects images 
and libraries and it would make a dozen Taimurs turn in their 
graves. Also, the planned influx of thousands upon thousands of 
Han Chinese into Tibetan cities and villages has reduced ethnic 
Tibetans into a minority in their own land. The Chinese myth of 
bringing into the fold of the ‘motherland’ all its stray children is a 
cleaver ploy to conceal its colonial face behind a facade of historical 
travesties, half truths and patent lies disguised as truth. 

Tibet, almost two-thirds the size of India, is a very ancient land 
and the history of its status as an independent nation goes back to 
127 B.C. when King Nyatri tsenpo ascended the throne as the first 
monarch of Bod. Ofcourse, he had been preceded by a succession of 
eighteen legendary rulers of what was then known as Shangshung 
country. Nonetheless, the official Tibetan Calender commences 
with 127 B.C. only. This lineage of Tibetan monarchy continued for 
almost a thousand years during which period the country saw its 
traditions grow and fructify to make it a great Asian power which 
made unprecedented progress in the development of arts and 
letters, trade and commerce. It was the age of Tibet s imperial glory. 
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During all .his period and larcr through (he vtcraludcs of ns long 
STJ at no stage »as Tibet's political independence or sovereign 
smns ramprontised inspite of successive invasions on ns terntones 
by the Mangols. the Manehns, the Gurkhas, the Dogras and the 
British I, is only the Peoples's Republic of China which imposed ns 
rule over Tibet through military aggression in 1949 and continues 
to exercise forcible occupation of its till today. 


It was under King Song Tsen Gampo (617-697 A.D ) that 
Tibet became unified as a powerful nation. He codified the law, 
initiated oral history and introduced the Tibetan script as modified 
from the Indian Sharda. He over-ran parts of China, demanded and 
cot the hand of a Chinese princess, Wen Cheng, in marriage and 
started receiving an annual tribute of 50,000 silk rolls front, the 
Tang ruler of China. When the Chinese stopped paying this tribute, 
the Tibetans occupied the Chinese capital in 763 A.D. and installed 
a puppet ruler on the throne. 


The famous treaty of 821 A.D. between the King of Tibet and 
the ruler of China is a historical landmark of Sino-Tibetan 
relations. It states-: “The great King of Tibet, the miraculous Divine 
Lord and the Great King of China...have made and ratified a great 
agreement...gods and men all know it and bear witness so that it 
may never be changed...Tibct and China shall abide by the frontiers 
they arc now in occupation. All to the east is the country of China, 
and all to the west, without question, is the country of great Tibet. 
Henceforth on neither side shall there be waging of war nor siezing 
of territory...Between the two countries no smoke or dust shall 
arise...the very word ‘enemy’ shall not be spoken...All shall live in 
peace and share the blessing of happiness for ten thousand years....” 
The text of this treaty was inscribed on three columns,—infront of 
the Chinese King’s palace, in 821 A.D., infront of the main gate of 
the Jokhang temple in Lhasa, in 822 A.D. and on the boundary 
between the two countries at Gugu Meru, in 823 A.D. Although the 
two other pillars have disappeared, the Lhasa stone pillar still 
stands 1173 years after its erection and both Tibet and China 
recognise its historical and legal validity. This monument is a 
standing witness to Tibet’s status twelve centuries ago—a status 
now sought to be ignored by China. The Chinese claim, therefore, 
that Tibet has always been a part of China is preposterous and 
totally belied by historical evidence. 
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Kublai Khan (1235-47 A.D.), the Mongol, made Phagpa the 
spiritual and temporal ruler of Tibet by recognising the priest 
King’s sovereignty over the provinces of Amdo, Kham, and Tsang. 
Now, the Mongols were not Chinese and the dynasty they 
established Yuan—ruled over one of the largest empires of the 
world, the Mongol Empire. The Cho-yon or the priest-patron 
relationship between the Tibetan priest-King and the Mongol 
emperor was a mutual arrangement by which the Tibetan chief 
ministered to the spiritual needs of the Mongol ruler who, in turn, 
lent temporal and political patronage. Out of this arrangement was 
born the institution of the Dalai Lama. Thus, this was primarily a 
relationship between the Tibetans and the Mongols; the Chinese, 
infact, counted nowhere in the scheme of things. Also, the Chinese 
emperors had nothing to do with the successive priest-kings of 
Tibet and their wars of succession. This evidence is strengthened by 
the fact that the first Ming ruler of China, who ended the Mongol 
hegemony over his country, suffered a rebuff at the hands of the 
Tibetan High Lama who declined his invitation to visit his court. 
When the invitation was repeated, the High Lama was contented 
with sending only a junior envoy. This ensured the continuation of 
this purely religious relationship during the rule of the Yuan (1277- 
1367 A.D.) and Ming (1368-1634 A.D.) dynasties. 

Under the rule of the fifth Dalai Lama, known as the Great 
Fifth, Tibet had an era of total unification as a sovereign state and 
the Chinese had no hand whatsoever in its affairs. When the Ming 
dynasty was over thrown in 1644 AD., the new Chinese ruler sent 
an invitation to the Dalai Lama who politely declined but, instead, 
sent a minister in 1646-47. The Dalai Lama, ofcourse, accepted the 
Chinese request in 1651 but the latter only wanted to use the Dalai 
Lama’s name and position for a approachment with the Mongols 
and for a consolidation of their position at home. The Manchus 
who founded the Qing dynasty, embraced Buddhism like the 
Mongol and, as in the case of Mongol rulers, the Dalai Lama agreed 
to become the spiritual patron of the Chinese emperor. 

During the first quarter of the eighteenth century, Tibet’s 
military might dwindled, and, for a brief period, it had to seek 
assistance from the Manchu rulers to cope with continued foreign 
invasions on its soil. Thus between 1720-92 the Chinese sent their 
troups into Tibet four times in order to help the Dalai Lama’s 
government. This type of mutual, friendly assistance willingly 
offered confers no claim of even suzerainty much less sovereignty 
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on the Chinese. One of the two Chinese ‘ambans’ or residents who 
had been posted in Tibet in 1728 alongwith a contingent of troups 
withdrew after a few years on the insistence of the Tibetan ruler, 
Gurmed Namgyal. However, the presence of the second ‘amban’ 
with the residual Chinese troups continued to be an eye-sore for the 
Tibetans. The Gurkha invasion of Tibet (1788-91) also gave the 
Chinese an excuse to augment their military presence in Tibet. But, 
however—much the influence of the Manchus on Tibet during the 
brief period, Tibet was never declared to be a part of China. And, it 
is on this flimsy Manchu connection that the Chinese rulers of 
today justify their annexation of Tibet! As Manchu power declined 
in a span of next fifty years, the last of the Chinese forces left Tibet 
by 1840. After successfully repulsing the Dogra invasion off their 
land, the Tibetans concluded a treaty with the Dogra ruler of 
Kashmir and the Chinese were nowhere in the whole affair. 
Prajevalsky, a Russian, but a Chinese passport holder, was flatly 
refused entry into Tibet by the Tibetan authorities. 

The myth of Chinese suzerenity over Tibet was a creation of 
the cunning British mind.' After the Tibct-Sikkim war, a treaty was 
signed in 1890 between the British government, of whose protec¬ 
torate Sikkim was, and China which was no parly to the dispute. It 
was a farcical though mischievous exercise in diplomacy as the 
Britishers wanted to prop up the Chinese influence as a counter¬ 
blast to a possible Russian interference in Tibet; a militarily weak, 
independent Tibet did not suit their designs. Ofcourse, as expected, 
the Tibetans repudiated this treaty in loto. Earlier, between 1873 
and 1884, the Chinese authorities had persistently informed the 
British government that it had no influence with Lhasa and, there¬ 
fore, could not guarantee the safely of European travellers in Tibet, 
which ‘is not a part of China’. Then came Lord Curzon with his 
Forward Policy, advocating direct talks with Tibet. His denunciation 
of the myth of Chinese suzerainty over Tibet in no ambiguous terms 
is a part of history. In his letter to the Secretary of State for India he 
wrote: Chinese suzerainty over Tibet is a constitutional fiction—a 
political affectation which as only been maintained because of its 
convenience to both parlies,—Britain and China...the Dalai Lama 
is a de facto as well as a dejure sovereign of the country.” 

^ l ^ e l ' me l ^ e British led a brief expedition into Tibet in 
1904, the Manchu influence if any had totally evapo’rated and a 
1 e *'. r,lis h tre aty was signed, giving some trade concessions to 
the British. During and after the conflict and at the time of the 
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treaty negotiations, China was never a party to the proceedings. The 
Anglo-Chinese-Tibetan Trade Regulations treaty of 1908 gave 
many concessions to China at the cost of Tibet although China had 
absolutely no jurisdiction, administrative or otherwise, over Tibet. 
When the Chinese invaded Lhasa in 1909, Lord Minto made no 
response to the Dalai Lama’s request to oust the Chinese. 

With the overthrow of the Manchus in 1911 and its substitu¬ 
tion by a national republican government ended whatever links the 
Manchus had with its neighbour, Tibet. The Chinese troups who 
had again entered Tibet were given a tough fight by the Tibetans 
and when the thirteenth Dalai Lama returned from his brief Indian 
exile in 1912, he reiterated Tibet’s complete independence through 
a historic declaration. The Chinese troops were disarmed and 
turned out of Tibet on 6th January 1913. The thirteenth Dalai 
Lama made Tibet’s status absolutely clear to most foreign 
governments in the various communications he addressed to them. 

Then came the Simla Convention of 1914 in which Britain, 
Tibet and China participated as parties of equal status. The Tibetan 
representative made a forceful plea during the deliberations 
repudiating the unjust treaties of 1983, 1906 and 1908 between 
Britain and China regarding Tibet. Even so, the British gave many 
an underserved concession to China under clauses 2 & 4 of the 
agreement; this also included the acceptance of Chinese suzerainty 
over Tibet. However, the British delegate had declared that these 
would be operative only if the Chinese finally signed the 
Convention Agreement. China never signed it. So, where does 
suzerainty stand ? Moreover, British munificence had no right 
whatsoever to mortgage the suzerainty of an independent country! 

From 1911 to 1950, Tibet’s sovereign and independent status 
was never in jeopardy. It continued to function as an independent 
nation with its own currency, its own postage, its own police and 
defence force and civil administration. Inspite of strong overtures 
from China and its allies like Britain and America, Tibet maintained 
its posture of neutrality during the second World war. Many of its 
neighbouring countries maintained diplomatic relations with Tibet 
as with an independent country and the Tibetan flag flew alongside 
with the flags of other sovereign nations of Asia during the Asian 
Relations Conference in 1948 at New Delhi. And then... Enter the 
People’s Liberation Army of the new-imperialists of China and 
Tibet’s more than 2000 year old history and status as a nation are 
sought to be blacked out under the thud of their nailed boots 1 
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The Shimla Agreement 1913-14 


I would request the reader to please re-read the above after 
reading what follows which means the following excerpts from the 
book, “SIMLA PAST AND PRESENT” by Sir Charles Bell 


The Conference was finally summoned to meet at Shimla. Sir 
Henry McMahon, The Secretary in the Indian Foreign Department, 
was the British Plenipotentiary. Mr. Archibald Rose, of the Chinese 
Consular Service, was appointed to assist him on the Chinese side 
of the case; I was appointed similarly for the Tibetan side. 


A characteristic hitch now occurred. The Chinese 
Representative still delayed in China. As it was, to say the least, 
doubtful whether he had any intention of coming to India, a limit of 
six weeks was fixed, and the Chinese Government were notified 
that, if he failed to arrive within that period, we should negotiate 
direct with Tibet. This brought the Representative of China at once. 
In October 1913 the Conference assembled at Shimla. Lonchen 
Shatra, the Tibetan Plenipotentiary, who has stayed on in Tibet, 
awaiting Mr.Chen’s start from China, arrived a few days before the 
latter. 

The discussions extended over six months, and dealt very fully 
with the whole Tibetan question. On the 27th April 1914 a 
Convention was initialled by the three Plenipotentiaries. 


The chief provisions of this convention were as follows : 

1. Tibet was divided into two zones, “Outer Tibet and 
‘Inner Tibet’. The former is the part nearer India, 
including Lhasa, Shigatse and Chamdo; the latter the part 
nearer China, including Ba-tang, bi-tang, Tachienlu, an 
a large portion of eastern Tibet. 

2. Chinese suzerainty over the whole of ™ el 
recognized, but China engaged not to convert Tibet into a 

Chinese province. 
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3. Great Britain engaged not to annex any portion of Tibet. 

4. The autonomy of Outer Tibet was recognized. China 
agreed to abstain from interference in its administration, 
which was to rest with the Tibetan themselves. She 
agreed also to abstain from sending troops, stationing 
civil or military officers (except as in (6) below) or 
establishing Chinese colonese there. Britain to abstain 
from all these things throughout the whole of Tibet, but 
to retain her Trade Agents and their escorts. 

5. In Inner Tibet the central Tibetan Government at Lhasa 
were to retain their existing rights, which included among 
other things the control of most of the monasteries and 
the appointment of local chiefs. But China was not 
forbidden to send troops or officials or to plant colonies 
there. ‘In Inner Tibet’, as the Tibetan Prime Minister 
remarked to me, ‘the best man will win. Out Government 
should send honest officials there, lax the people lightly 
and keep up their warlike spirit’. 

6. A Chinese Amban was to be re-established at Lhasa with 
a military escort, limited to three hundred men. 

7. The escorts of the British Trade Agencies in Tibet were 
not to exceed three-fourths of the Chinese escort at 
Lhasa. 

8. The British Agent at Gyantse was authorised to visit 
Lhasa, in order to settle matters which could not be 
settled at Gyantse. 


The Convention also abolished the Trade Regulations of 1893 
and those of 1908. In their place a fresh Trade Treaty was arranged, 
to govern the commercial relations between India and Outer Tibet. 
These new Trade Regulations are believed to be simple and 
practical. They should facilitate legitimate intercourse between 
Indian and the territories of the Dalai Lama. 


Two days after the initialling of the convention, the Chinese 
Government disavowed the action of its Representative, and 
refused to permit him to proceed to full signature. On the 6th June 
he British Mm^ter at Peking informed the Chinese Government 
. . rea ” lain and Tibet regarded the Convention as concluded 

^ aC ,,° imtia ln g> and that in default of China’s adherence 
y u sign it independently. In July the Chinese and Tibetan 
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plenipotentiaries quilled Shimla. Two or three weeks later the 
Great War broke out and threw Tibetan affairs into the 
background. 

The negotiations with Chine broke down on one point only 
namely, the frontier to be established between China and Tibet. 


In the end, Tibet proved willing to accept the British award, in 
order to arrive at a settlement. China remained obdurate, but 
notified Britain that, except as regards the boundary, she was willing 
to accept the Convention in all respects. 

The terms of the Convention were advantage to the three 
countries concerned. They would have ensured to Tibet a 
reasonable measure of that freedom for which she had so long 
striven. 


To China the Convention would have given a reasonable 
statisfaction, in spile of recent happenings, of her claims in Tibet. 


As for India, she would have gained what she most desired, 
peace and security on her long northern frontier. 

Presuming the reader has done as requested, I would now 
conclude the article with the following respectful suggestions to the 
powers that be: 

(a) Let there be another Shimla Conference of India, China 
and Tibet, each country participating in its own right. 

(b) The basis of exchange of notes, views ad reactions should 
be the offer made by His Holiness the Dalai Lama, 
around the middle of 1993 as mentioned above 
presuming he still stands by that offer, and then the 
exercise should be consummated into a regular “Treaty 
for all the world to know. 

(c) The last para of the excerpts above, from the book by Sir 
Charles Bell would still hold good. All three parties to 
the Treaty would gain sufficiently. In the present state of 
world politics, the people of Tibet should not aspire of 
anything in excess of what His Holiness has declared to 
rest content with, namely, leaving Defence and Foreign 
Policy which may be left with China, there should be 
complete autonomy with no “if’ and “but” and Tibet 
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should be its own master. India still wants nothing more 
and other than peace in Tibet. Defence and Foreign 
Policy being with China would be something for India to 
seriously and always bear in mind. But, India would be a 
signatory to the Treaty as the third parly and nothing 
conceived said or done by China or Tibet detrimental to 
the Security, integrity and sovereignty of India will be a 
development to which India will naturally react and act 
adversely. As for China, that power is not likely readily to 
concede in and subscribe to the Treaty excluding it 
altogether from matters Tibetan save for Defence and 
Foreign Policy, but would opinion has, in the interest of 
human rights and world peace, to make China climb 
down, accept, execute and implement the Treaty. * 


Glossary 


To simplify reference, some of the terms frequently used in 
this book are defined briefly in the following glossary; the 
definitions are restricted in scope to accord with the general nature 
of the book and are not necessarily exhaustive: 

Aquifer-A body of permeable earth material through which 
groundwater moves readily, thereby making possible its use as a 
water supply. 

Atom-The smallest unit of an element which has the chemical 
properties of that element. Every atom consists of a heavy nucleus 
carrying a positive electric charge, which is surrounded by 
negatively-charged electrons moving at relatively great distances 
from the nucleus. The nucleus is made up of protons and neutrons 
(q.v.). The number of protons is called the atomic number and 
determines the charge on the nucleus and therefore, the element to 
which the atom belongs. The sum of the number, of protons and 
neutrons is called the mass number because it determines the mass 
of the atom. The number of neutrons accompanying a given number 
of protons (that is, the number in the nucleus of a given element) 
can vary, resulting in nuclei that have the same atomic number but 
different mass numbers; there variants are called isotopes of the 
element. The chemical properties of an atom are determined by the 
extra-nuclear electrons, mainly by the outermost of these. In a 
neutral atom the total number of extra nuclear electrons is equal to 
the number of protons in the nucleus and the total of their charges 
balances the equal and opposite charge of the nucleus. Adding or 
removing one or more electrons turns the atom into a negative or 
positive ion. 1 


By courtesy: Kenneth Jay, Nuclear Power: Today and Tomorrow, (1960): 
Donald R. Coates: Geology And Society, (1984). 
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Breeder-A nuclear reactor that produces more fissile nuclei 
than it consumes. The fissile nuclei are produced by the capture of 
neutrons in fertile material. (See definitions below). The resource 
constraint for breeder reactors is thus fertile material, which is far 
• more abundant in nature than fissile material. These reactors have 
not yet reached commercialization. Fast breeders do not contain a 
moderator (see definition below) to slow neutrons down; Le., fast 
neutrons are used. Thermal breeders do contain a moderator; Le., 
slow neutrons are used. 

Boiling Water Reactor (B.W.R.)-A water-cooled and water 
moderated reactor in which the water is allowed to boil whilst in 
contact with the fuel elements. 

Chain Reaction (Nuclear) -When a fissile nucleus captures a 
neutron and fission occures, several fresh neutrons are released; 
these in turn cause fission in other fissile atoms which release yet 
more neutrons to cause further fission; this is a nuclear chain 
reaction, or we may say a series of nuclear fissions, each one 
stimulated by a neutron emitted in a previous fission. A chain 
reaction occurs when atleast one of the two or more neutrons 
released in a fission initiates another fission. 

Centrifuge-A rotating vessel that can be used for enrichment 
of uranium. The heavier isotopes of the UF<; gas lend to 
concentrate at the walls of the rotating centrifuge. 

Conservation-The ethic for management of earth, soil crops, 
•and timber resources that will provide for long-term utilization. 
The programmes used to accomplish conservation may involve 
measures to reduce soil, water, or other resource loss, such as soil 
conservation measures of terracing. 

Cooling-In nuclear technology, cooling is used in a slangy way 
to mean the decrease in activity of a strongly radio-active material 
as a result of radio-active decay. 

Contamination—The introduction of harmful impurities into 
the environment, usually from man-derived actions. Some would 
restrict the term entirely to societal activity, whereas pollution 
would embrace both man-derived materials, such as hazardous 
chemicals, and natural processes, such as volcanic gases. 
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Deforestation - The cutting clown and removal of an excessive 
number of trees. It generally implies the absence of conservational 
measured and the lack of replanting provisions. 

Depleted Material—A nuclear fuel in which the fraction of 
fissile atoms is smaller than that in the original material; especially, 
depleted uranium in which the percentage of uranium-285 atoms is 
less than the natural 0.7 per cent. Depleted material is obtained as 
the waste from chemical processing of irradiated fuel and from 
gaseous-diffusion separation plants. 

Ecosystem-A grouping of animals and plants that live 
together and interact in a particular environment. 

Electron-The smallest particle forming a constituent of the 
atom; it carries the elementary negative charge of electricity and has 
a very small mass (about 1/1800 that of the proton). It has a 
positively-charged counterpart of equal mass called the position, 
which is, however, short lived. 

Enrich-In nuclear technology, to increase the proportion of 
fissile isotopes in a reactor fuel. The material so treated is called 
enriched material. 

Enrichment-The process of increasing the concentration of 
one isotope of a given element. 

Environment-The total combination of the surroundings and 
circumstances that denote a particular set of conditions for a 
locality. 

Fission-The splitting of a nucleus usually into two or more 
lighter elements. The total mass of the resulting particles is less 
than that of the original atom, the difference being converted into 
energy. 

Fresh Fuel— Nuclear fuel ready for insertion into a power 
reactor. 

Fuel Cycle— The set of chemical and physical operations 
needed to prepare nuclear material for use in reactors and to 
dispose of or recycle the material after its removal from the reactor. 
Existing fuel cycles begin with uranium as the natural resource and 
create plutonium as a by-product. Some future fuel cycles may rely 
on thorium and produce the fissile isotope uranium-233. 
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Heavy Water- Water consisting of molecules in which the 
hydrogen atoms arc replaced by deuterium atoms. (See Deuterium). 

Ileavy-Water-Moderated-Reactor-A reactor moderated by 
heavy water, usually using natural-uranium fuel, which may be 
cooled by heavy water, light water, organic liquid, gas, or even liquid 
sodium. 

Ilydrogen-The lightest element, atomic number 1; a gas at 
ordinary temperatures. 

Isotopes-Atoms of the same chemical element whose nuclei 
contain different numbers of neutrons and hence have different 
masses, even though chemically identical. Isotopes arc specified by 
their atomic mass number, that is, the total number of protons plus 
neutrons, and a symbol denoting the chemical element, e.g., U 235 for 
Uranium-235. 

Mineral-A naturally occurring substance with characteristic 
physical properties and chemical composition with crystalline 
formation. 

Moderator-The material in a reactor used to reduce the 
energy, and hence speed, of fast neutrons, as far as possible without 
capturing them. Slow neutrons are much more likely to cause 
fission in a uranium-235 nucleus than to be captured in a uranium- 
238 nucleus, so by using a moderator a reactor can be made to work 
with fuel containing only a small proportion of uranium-235. 

Nature-Inherent Earth processes and materials not related or 
created by mankind. 

NTII Country-A nation judged to have high potential of 
becoming a nuclear weapons Slate—because of its technical and 
economic ability and its political motivations. 

Neutron-Neutral particles which, together with protons, 
comprise the nucleus of an atom. 

Nuclear Energy-That type of energy produced by an atomic 
power plant. 

Nuclear Waste-Non-usable and contaminated materials and 
by-products that result from production of manufactured nuclear 
energy and associated industrial and medicinal uses. 
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Pollution— The introduction of foreign matter 
environment Common usage generaUy pottion” m 

manmade products that intrude into the lands and waten^ hcreiv 
impairing the environment. When used in this manner, the term 
pollution becomes synonymous with contamination. 

Preservation-The ethic that believes mankind should not 
disturb natural features but retain them in a$ pure form as possible 
such as wilderness areas. v ’ 


Radiation This word embraces electromagnetic waves 
(especially X-Rays and gamma-rays) and also streams of fast 
moving charged particles (electrons, protons, etc.) and of neutrons 
of all speeds. 

Radio-active-Possessing or pertaining to radioactivity. 

Radioactivity-The property possessed by the nuclei of some 
atoms of disintegrating (or decaying) spontaneously. 

Reactor-A facility that contains a controlled nuclear fission 
chain reaction. It may be used to generate electrical power, to 
conduct research, or exclusively to produce plutonium for nuclear 
explosives. 

Reactor, Nuclear-A structure in which a fission chain 
reaction can be maintained and controlled. 

Recycle—The reuse of unburned uranium and plutonium in 
fresh fuel after separation from fission products in spent fuel at a 
reprocessing plant. 

Reprocessing— Chemical treatment of spent reactor fuel to 
separate the plutonium and uranium from the fission products and 
(under present plans) from each other. 

Safeguards -Sets of regulations, procedures and equipment 
designed to prevent and detect the diversion of nuclear materials 
from authorised channels. 

Spent Fuel-Fuel elements that have been removed from the 
reactor because they contain too little fissile material and too high a 
concentration of radioactive fission products. They are both 
physically and radioactivity hot. 

Thermal Reactor-A reactor in which the fission is unduced 
primarily by thermal neutrons. 
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Thorium -The element ot a.omic number 90; a radioactive 
metal which fct a fertile material since it can be transformed by 
neutron absorption into the fissile uranium-233. 

Toxic-Substances that arc especially injurious or lethal to 
humans and animals. 


Uranium -The element of atomic number 92; a heavy metal. 
Uranium-235 is the only naturally-occurring fissile isotope; 
uranium-238 is a fertile isotope; Uranium-233 is a fissile isotope 
that is produced by neutron irradiation or thorium-232. 

Uranium-233(U 233 )-A fissile isotope bred by fertile thorium- 
232. It is similar in weapons quality to plutonium-239. 


Uranium-235(U 23S )-The only naturally occurring fissile 
isotope. Natural uranium has 0.7 per cent of U 235 , light water 
reactors use about 3 per cent and weapons materials normally 
consist of 90 per cent of this isotope. 

Uranium-238(U 23S )-A fertile isotope from which Pu 239 can 
be bred. It comprises 99.3 per cent of natural uranium. 


Glossary 


147 



Tpjo* fm/TAnmci.r l u^elopmenfr Issues ,1992 DeptK Inform 
































Bibliography 


BOOKS 

1. Andre Migot, Tibetan Marches, translated from the French by 
Peter Fleming (1960). 

2. AJC Edwards, Nuclear Weapons, The Balance of Terror, The 
Quest for Peace (1986). 

3. Alice Langley Hsieh, Communist China’s Strategy to the 
Nuclear Era. 

4. AD. Moddie, Security Needs. 

5. Ancient Historical Edicts at Lhasa (H.E. Richardson Vol. XIX 
of the Prize Publication Fund of the Royal Asiatic Society). 

6. Aitchison’s Treaties Vol. XIV. 

7. A.H. Robertson, Human Rights in the World (1972). 

8. Arther J. Arberry, Iqbal: Javed Nama (1966). 

9. B.N. Mullik, The Chinese Betrayal (1971). 

10. Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, The While Lotus (1981). 

11. Beijing Review 1990: NOI1989, Der Spiegal 1987. 

12. B.N. Kaul, India and Super Powers (1989). 

13. B.H. Liddell Hart, History of the Second World War (Pan 
Books 1993). 

14.. Bertrand Russell, History of Western Philosophy (Sixth 
Impression (1957). 

15. Born in Tibet 1966 Chogyam Trungpa, as told to Esme 
Creamer Roberts. 

16. Bible, Matthew 14:31. 

17. British and Foreign State Papers 1892-93 Vol. LXXXV. 

18. British and Foreign State Papers 1905-1906 Vol. XCIX. 

19. British and Foreign State Papers 1907-1908 Vol. Cl. 





Toxic Tibet Under Nuclear China 


150 

20. Batchelor S.: The Tibet Guide, London (1987). 

21. Claude B Lcvcnson, The Dalai Lama (1988). 

22. Chellaney, Passage to power. 

23. Corrinne Browne and Robert Munroe, Time Bomb (1981). 

24. Charles G Rose, Fourteenth Dalai Lama’s Kindness, Clarity 
and Insight (1985). 

25. Chogyam Trungpa, BOm in Tibet (1966). 

26. Candler Edmund, The Unveiling of Lhasa, London E Arnold 
(1905). 

27. Chanakya Sen, Tibet Disappears (1960). 

28. Deendayal Upadhayaya, Political Diary (1992). 

29. Dalai Lama, Freedom in Exile (1990). 

30. Dalai Lama, My Land And My People (1977). 

31. Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, Chinese Imperialism, National Integration: 
Tibet Issue (1964). 

32. Daljit Sen Adel, China and her neighbours (1994). 

33. Dalai Lama, South China Morning Post (1992). 

34. Donald R. Coates, Geilogy and Society (1984). 

35. Daniel Miller, The Changing Face of Tibet’s Marlboro 
Country, HIMAL (1989). 

36. Dr. Donam Lahmo, Medical Officer Tibetan Medical and 
Astro Institutte “Sowa Rigpa-Healing Science Views on 
Environment.” 

37. Dr. Paul Brunton, Hermit in the Himalayas (1980). 

38. Daily Progress, Charlottes Ville, September 13,1979. 

39. Dr. Satish Chandra, Civil and Political Rights of the Aliens 
(1982). 

40. Dharyasheel Patil "Human Rights Commission—Basic Issues" 
Indian Bar Review Vol. 20 (1). 

41. David Schuman, Bureaucies, Organisation And 
Administration (1976). 

42. Dr. K.C. Wheare, Modern Constitution. 

43. Dr. Fillipi, Filippo(ed) An Account of Tibet, The Travels of 
Desideri of Pistoia, S.J. (1712-1727) (1931) Revised Edition 
(1937). 

44. Edgar Snow, Red Star Over China (1961). 


Bibliography 


151 


45. Encyclopaedia Britannica Vol.II (1987). 

46. Edgar O’Ballace, The Red Army of China (1962). 

47. Eva N. Dargyay, The Rise of Esotaric Buddhism in Tibet 
(1979). 

48. Evans Wentz, W.Y. The Tibetan Book of the Dead, New 
York, Ozform U.P., (Galazy paperback edition). 

49. Friljof Capra: The Turning Point, Science, Society and the 
Rising Culture (1983). 

50. Fritjof Capra: The Turning Point (1982). 

51. Fredrick L Schuman International Politics (1958). 

52. F.M. Bailey: China, Tibet, Assam A Journey, 1991 London 
1945. 

53. Fleming Peter, Bayonets to Lhasa, London, Report Hart- 
Davis (1961). 

54. Fleure H.L., ‘Tibet’, Encyclopadia Britannica, 14th edition. 

55. Glex Rowell, "The Train tracks led to the shore of the Lake." 

56. Grunfeld A.T.: The Making of Modern Tibet, London (1987). 

57. Guomin Gongbao, January 6,1913, Tibet: Proving Facts from 
Truth (1993). 

58. He Bochuan, China on the Edge: Crisis of Ecology and 
Development (1991). 

59. Helena Nirberg, Ancient Futures: Learning from Ladakh 
(1991). 

60. H.H. Swami Chinmayananda, Sri Soumlya Kaseesa Stotram 
(1990). 

61. Hertrude Emerson Sen, Cultural Unity of India (1956). 

62. Heinrich Harrer, Seven Years in Tibet Translated from the 
German by Richard Grams (1966). 

63. "Human Rights Commission—Basic Issue" Indian Bar Review, 
Vol.21 (1) 1993. 

64. H.B. Mayo, An Introduction to Democratic Theory (1967). 

65. Hans Kelsen, General Theory of Law and State. 

66. Holdich Sir Thomas, Tibet, The Mysterious London, Alston 
Rivers Ltd. (1906). 

67. His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Five Point Peace Plan For Tibet, 
Strasbourg Proposal June 15,1988. 



152 Toxic Tibet Under Nuclear China 

68. Israil Epstein, Tibet Transformed, New World Press Beijing 
(1983). 

69. Indian Bar Review Vol. 29(1). 

70. John M. Vernon, Public Investment Planning in Civilian 
Nuclear Power (1971). 

71. John Lews and Xue Litai, China Builds The Bomb (1988). 

72. John Avedon, In Exile From The Land of Snows (1986). 

73. John Ackerly, "A Poisonous Atmosphere: Nuclear 
Installations on the Tibet Plateau" Human Rights in China 
Spring (1993). 

74. Justice H.G. Balakrishan, New Dimensions of Law and Justice 
(1992). 

75. Jawahar Lai Nehru, Discoveiy of India (1981). 

76. Justice E.S. Venkataramiah, "Citizenship-Right And Duties", 
First Edition 1988. 

77. John Witt, Tibetan Review (October 1979). 

78. J. Hutchison and J.Phvogel, History of the Punjab Hill Stales, 
Vol.II. 

79. Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer, Human Rights and the Law (1984). 

80. John Mac Gregor: Tibet A Chronicle of Exploration (1972). 

81. Jaschke H.A.: A Tibetan-English Dictionary, London (1934). 

82. Joffe, E: The Chinese Army After Mao, London (1987). 

83. Kanlho Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture (1987). 

84. Krishan Iyer, Human Rights and In Human Wrongs (1990). 

85. Kunsang Paljor, Tibet The Undying Flame (1977). 

86. K.R. Srinivasa Iyangar, Dawn to Greater Dawn (1975). 

87. Karma Gyatso "Review of the Sacred Mountain" by John 
Snclling published by East-West Publications, London and 
Hague, 1983. 

88. Kauialiya Arlhshastra translated by Shamasastry Mysore 

89. Kawaguchi Ekai, Three Years in Tibet, Benares, 1909. 

90. K. Dhanld up, Controversy Over the Tibetan Communist 
Movement—A Personal View", Tibetan Review, July 1980 

91. L.Austine Waddell, The Buddhism of Tibet of Lamaism 
(1991). 


Bibliography 

153 

92. Lt. Gen. M.L. Chhiber, Pakistan- a r Q « r n 

Indian Security, Threats and strati f ° r Reconcili ation, 
(1990). strategies Panchnad Publications 

93 ' miT J0Sl "’ S ‘ udies in ,he Bu<Whis ' Culture ot India 

94 ' ^^767 ^? “f Chinese Umral ** Road 
sa, (1767-1905) London, Routledgcand Kegan Paul 

95. London Perceval, Lhasa, An Account of the Country and 
People of Central Tibet and of the Progress of The Mission 
sent there by the English Govt, in 1903-1904 Two Vols. 

96. Li Tieh-Tsang, Tibet: Today and Yesterday (1960) 

97. U^nson, C.B.: The Dalai Lama: A Biography, London 

98. Mao Tse Tung, Chinese Revolution and The Chinese 
Communist Parly. 

99. Morton H. Halperin, China and the Bomb (1965). 

100. Melvyn Goldstein, "High Altitude Tibetan Population in the 
Remote Himalaya" (1981). 

101. Marvin Rosnekoff, The Generation Time Book: Radioactive 
and Chemical Defence Wastes. 

102. Minocha Year Book-1992. 


103. Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, The Science of Being An Art of 
Living (1976). 

104. Mandukyopanishad, Ragna Prasad-Mand deya and Karilee. 

105. Mohan Wijayratna-Translated by Claude Grangier and Seven 
Collius, Buddhist Monestic Life (1990). 

106. Myres SMC Dougal and Gerhard Belar "Human Rights in the 
United Nations, 58 AJIL (1964). 

107. M.M. Williams, English-Sanskrit Dictionary. 

108. M.S. Golwalkar, Bunch of Thought (1966). 

109. Major General Rajendra Nath, Indian Security: Threats and 
Strategies, Panchand Research Institute (1990). 

110. M.M. Kaul and S.L. Shakhdhar, Practice and Procedure of 
Parliament, 1978-79. 

111. Nuclear Tibet, Washnigton DC (1993). 

112. Nuclear Proliferation in South Asia: The Prospects for Arms 
Control (1991). 



Toxic Tibet Under Nuclear China 
154 

„3 N K. Do, P. Ghosh and L.C. Jana: An Approach .o Study the 

Indian Environment, Indian Environment (1952). 

, o T^ma The Precious Garland 

114. Nagarjuna and the Seventh Dalai Lama,, i n 

‘and The Song of the Four Mindfulnesses, 19 . 

115. Napoleon Bonaparte: Frederiks, Maxims of Napolcan. 

116. National Integration (1954). 

117. O.C. Handa, Buddhist Monasteries in Himachal Pradesh 


118. Parmahansa Yogananda, Autobiography of a Yogi (199). 

119 Pt Deendayal Upadhaya, Integral Humanism-A Study (1991). 

120. Philosophy of the Masters-Radha Soami Satsang Beas, Punjab 
India—Hazur Maharaj Sawan Singh. 

121. Pema Thing, Tibetan Review November 1978. 

122. Richardson, The Short History of Tibet, New York E.P. 
Dutton & Co, Inc (1962). 

123. Robert G.Sachs-Nuclear Theory (1953). 

124. Readers Digest, Natural Wonders (1978). 

125. R.R. Diwakar, Mahayogi (1954). 

126. Raghunath Singh, Let the World Wake Up, National 
Integration, Tibet Issue (1964). 

127. Richard B Lillich "Civil Rights" in: Theodor Meron (ed) 
Human Rights in International Law. 

128. R. Wollheim "Democracy", Journal of the History of Ideas. 
1958. 


129. Ram Rahul: The Himalaya Borderland. 

130. Shen Tsung Liu, Tibet and the Tibetans (1973) 

131. Sampooran Singh, India and Nuclear Bomb (1971) 

132. Sirinivas, M.R., Selected Lectures (1990). 

133. Sipri Yearbook 1988, World Armaments and Disarmament. 

134. Stephan Philip Cohen, Nuclear Proliferation in South Asia. 
(1991). 

135. S.P. Verma, Struggle for the Himalayas (1965). 

13(6. S. Develomamdam, How China May Use Atom Bomb (1974). 

137. Secret Uranium Processing Plants in Amdo, Tibetan Review, 
Oct. 1992. 


' Bibliography 


155 


138. Stale of Tibet's Environment TiKpr t> 

Facts (1993). T,bel : Pr °™S Truth 


From 


139. Sant Kumar Bishnoi, Wildlife in Punjab (1984). 

140. S. Rashid Naim, Aadhi Raat to , A ,. 

Nuclear Proliferation in South Asia. ^ (A *“ ta 

141. S. Glasstone and P.J. Dolan, eds. The effects of Nuclear 
Weapons 3rd ed. (Washington, DC). 

142. S.K. Ghosh, The People’s Liberation Army of China- 
Conventional Forests, China’s Nuclear and Political Strategy 
(1975). 

143. Sophia Wadia, The Brotherhood of Religions (1944). 

144. Swami Chinmayananda, Kathopanished (1963). 

145. Swami Chinmayanavda "The Holy Geeta". 

146. Sir Charless Bell, The People of Tibet (1968). 

147. Swami Prabhupada, Bhagvad-Gita As It is (1986). 

148. Shen T and Liu S—Tibet and the Tibetans (1973). 

149. Sir Charless Bell, Tibet: Past and Present (1968). 

150. Selected works of Mao Tse tung Vol. 5 Foreign Language 
Press, Peking (1977). 

151. Sandber Samuel Louis Graham, The Exploration of Tibet: Its 
History and Particulars 1623-1904, Calcutta, Thacker, Spink & 
Co (1904). 

1^2. Shakabpa, Tsepom, W.D. Tibet, A Political History, New 
Haven, Yale U.P. (1967). 

153. Shakabpa, T.W.D.: Tibet: A Political History, New York, 
1984. 


154. Sharabati, D: Tibet and its History, London (1986). 

155. Tibet: Proving Truth From Facts (1993). 

156. Thubten Jigme-Norbu-Colin M.Turn Bull. Tibet: Its History, 
Religion and People (1972). 

157. The Dalai Lama, Freedom in Exile (1990). 

158. Tibet: Current Situation And Priorities (April 1993). 

159. The Legal Status of Tibet: Three Studies by Leading Jurists 
(1989) 

160. Thomas Shelling, Arms and Influence (1966). 

161. The New Laxicon Webster’s Dictionary Vol.2 (1987). 



156 


Toxic Tibet Under Nuclear China 


162. Tibet: Environment And Development Issues (1992). 

163. Tibet’s Forests in Peril, HIMAL Sept. 1989. 

164. The Dalai Lama, Tibet China and the World (1989). 

165. T. Cochran W. Arkin, Norris and H. ^° ei h ng ’ US g iJ UClear 

Warhead Production, Nuclear Weapons Databook, 19 . 

166 The New Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. XI (1987). 

16?’ The report appeared in Chinghai Province, published by 
Chinghai People’s Publishing House (1986). 

168. The Chinese-Language Publication, entitled Chinghai 
Province. 

169. The Fourteenth Dalai Lama, His Holiness Tenzin Gyatso, 
Kindness, Clarity and Insight (1985). 


170. The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda, Vol. 1 (1986). 

171. Tenzing Gyatso, compassion and the Individual (1991). 

172. The Fourteenth Dalai Lama, A Tantric Meditation simplified 
for Western Buddhists. 

173. Tenzin Gyatso The Fourteenth Dalai Lama, The Buddhism of 
Tibet and the key to the Middle Way (1975). 

174. Thubten Norbu, As Told to Heinrich Harrer Tibet is My 


Country (1960). 

175. Tenzin Gyasto, Kindness, Clarity and Insight (1985). 

176. Tibetan Studies—In Honour of Hugh Richardson edited by 
Michel Aris-Aung San Su Kyi (1980). 

177. T.R. Subramanya, Human Rights in International Law (1986). 

178. Theodor Meron (ed), Human Rights in International Law: 
Legal and Policy Issues Vol.l (1984). 

179. These Rights and Freedoms, United Nations Department of 
Public Information (1950) 


180. Taraknath Das, British Expansion in Tibet, Calcutta (1929) 

181. U.S. Atomic Energy Commission, Analysis of Advanced 
Converters and Self-sustaining Breeders, reprinted in ABC 
Authorizing Legislation, Fiscal Year 1966, Part 3, March 1965. 

182. Ulrich Kapren "Human Rights in the Constitution of Western 
World: Some Interpretational Trends" published in 
Comparative Constitutional Law (1989). 

183. Van Walt 1986, Kidge 1987 NYT1987, Economist 1985. 


Bibliography 


157 


18 4. Vidya Dhar Mahajan, Chief Justice Gajendragadkar-His 
Life, Ideas, Papers and Addresses (1966). 

185. W.D. Shakalipa, Tibet; A Political History (1973). 

186. William M.Arkin and Richard W. Fieldhouse, Nuclear 
Battlefields Global Links In the Arms Race (1985).' 

187. Wangchuk 1989. 


188 . Wang Bai, The Poverty of Plenty. 

189. What the Second Delegation saw in Tibet, Tibetan Review, 
Sept. 1980. 

190. William Woodville, Rockhill, Notes on Tibet (1977). 

191. W. W Rockhill, The Dalai Lamas of Lhasa and Their 
Relations with Emperors of China 1644-1908 Toung Pao 11 
(1910). 

192. Yogendra N. Srivastava: Environmental Pollution (1989). 


193. Yojana Sharma, China: Working with Taiwan Towards a 
Nuclear Waste Deal. 

194. Younghusband, Sir Francis, India and Tibet. 

195. Zjores A. Medvedev, Nuclear Disaster in the Urala (1979) 


ARTICLES 


1. The Tribune, November 22,1993- "A Surprise Winner". 

2. The Tribune, November 13, 1993 "Flyash-a deadly 

contaminator". 

3. The Tribune, November 6,1993- "Chinese Challenge to India, 
USA" 

4. The Tribune, November 19, 1993- "N-Pollution Alarms 
Tibetans". 

5. The Tribune, November 10. 1993- "China Designs N-Waste 
dumps". 

6. The Tribune, November 27,1993- "Secularism only Saviour". 

7. The Tribune, November 22,1993- "Abrahim Lincolin'. 

8. The Tribune, October 7, 1993- “Should Punjab have an A- 
Plant ? " 

9. The Tribune, October 28,1993-"The Right to be human 

10. The Tribune, March 4,1993- "George Orwell" 



158 


Toxic Tibet Under Nuclear China 


11. The Tribune, October 6,1993. 

12. The Times of India, October 9, 1993 -China’s Nuclear Test 
Aimed at New Bomb Designs" 

13. The Times of India, October 7, 1993-World Leaders flay 
China on N-Test. 

14. The Times of India, October 7,1993-China deals a blow to N- 
Test Ban Treaty. 

15. The Times of India, September 28,1993-NucIear Sense. 

16. The Times of India, December 13, 1993-China danger to 
regional peace. 

17. The Times of India, November 19,1993-Are eco-activists eco- 
friends or eco-friends. 

18. The Times of India, September 22, 1993-Anchors A Weight 
Towards A New World Order. 

19. The Times of India, November 28,1993. 

20. The Statesman, October 11, 1993-Mutes Protests: Beijing’s 
Stalinism in Tibet. 

21. The Economic Times, September 5,1993. 

22. The Economic Times, September 20,1993-Chinese N-Tesls. 

23. The New York Time, October 16,1993-Do without Te. 

24. The New York Times, July 29,1988-China: Nuclear war Card. 

25. The New China News Agency, October 16, 1994 Press 
Communique. 

26. Hindustan Times, April 30,1973. 

27. Hindustan Times, November 24, 1993-Citizens Experimented 
with Plutonium. 

28. Hindustan Times, November 23, 1993-Scienlific Research 
‘Unscientific’. 

29. Indian Express, October 8, 1993-China Refuses to rule out 
more N-Tests. 

30. Indian Express, October 6,1993. 

31. Indian Express, October 7,1993-China’s Nuclear Stance. 

32. Indian Express, December 16, 1991-A New World Order 
building Agricultural base of Poor Nations a must. 

33. Indian Express, January 4,1992-Gustavo Estera. 


Bibliography 


159 


34. Express Magazine, December 21,1986-Your Reactors are the 
most unsafe in the world. 

35. Tibetan Bulletin, May -June 1993. 

36. Tibetan Bulletin, July-August 1993. 

37. Tibetan Bulletin, March-April 1993. 

38. Tibetan Bulletin, March-April 1991. 

39. Tibetan Bulletin, May-June 1992. 

40. ‘Sardar Vallabhahai Patel on Tibet’ letter dated November 7, 
1950 addressed to Shri Jawahar Lai Nehru. 

41. Mainichi Daily News, April 28,1970. 

42. Nuclear Tibet: A report by the International Campaign for 
Tibet, April 1993. 

43. Central Intelligence Agency, "Deterioration of Sino-Soviet 
Relations 1956-1966. 

44. Jan Wong, "Torpedo Factory-turned Hotel tests definition of 
rustic; Toronto Globe and Mail July 1,1991. 

45. Octave J.Du Temple, "New Developments in the Civilian 
Nuclear Programme", Nuclear News, July 1984. 

46. "Bonn Won’t Ship Nuclear Waste to China", Official says 
Associated Press, July 20,1987. 

47. Interview with Xue Litai, author of China Builds the Bomb. 
February 22,1993. 

48. John Ackerly, "A Poisonous Atmosphere: Nuclear 
Installations on the Tibet Plateau", Human Rights China 
Spring (1993). 

49 R Alvarex and A. Makhijani, Radio-active Waste: Hiddon 
Legacy of the Arms Race", Technology Review August- 
September 1988. 

50. Interviews with Dr. Helen Caldicott, 1979-1980. 

51. India-Today; October 15,1993-China: Future Shock 

52. The Sunday Times of India, November 28, 1993-End Never 
Justifies Means. 

CASE LAW 

1. AIR 1988 SC 2187 

2. AIR 1987 SC 359 

3. AIR 1990 Journal Section 



160 


Toxic Tibet Under Nuclear China 


4. AIR 1992 65 

5. AIR 1992-474 

6. AIR 1993 Calcutta 215 

7. AIR 1987 SC 1109 

8. 1992 SCC (I&S)-9 

9. AIR 1987 SC 1086 

10. AIR 1992 57 

11. Aparba Kashyap Vs Slate of HP, CWP 501/88 decided on 
9.7.1990. 


Index 


A 

A report on Tibet’s Environment & 
Development Issues, 1992,80 
Actual Line of Control, 108 
Atomic Bomb, 25, 37, 38, 40, 100, 
103, 124 

A Launch site, 41 
Agni, 29,112 

Atomic Energy, 23,38,124 

B 

Buddhism, 10, 12, 19, 27, 28, 73, 85, 
86,87 

Bo-tree, 86,87 

C 

Chinese atomic Underground test on 
5.10.93,24 

Chinese underground Tests, 28 
China’s ‘18th Army’ entered Tibet, 
47 

Control the World wide increase in 
population, 56 

Contaminating the Environment, 54 
Chinese Population in Tibet, 56 
Contamination Free Environment, 
54,65 

Chernobyl disaster, 40,99 
Chinese Aggression, 26 
China’s Modernization Programme, 
43 92 119, 

Culture, 2,5,7,8,10,12,19,126 
Confucianism, 3 

D 

Dharraa (Law), 16,26,27 
Distinct, 1,5,10,12 
Development of natural resources ot 
Tibet, 56 


Dumping nuclear radio active waste, 
19,44,121 
Democracy, 21 

Decree for the Protection Animals, 
65,66,75 

Decree for the Protection Animals & 
the Environment, 66,75 
Deforestation-Major Employment in 
Tibet, 42 

Devoted to religion, 2 
E 

Environment, 66, 67, 71, 75, 76, 77, 
78,79,80,81,82,84,85 
Economic Development Policy in 
Tibet, 57,92 

Ecological destruction, 16,127 
Environmental Degradation, 84,71 
Environmental conditions, 62 
Environmental Protection, 84 
Economic Impact of Chinese settlers 
on Tibetans, 57 

Environment Report on Tibet, 61 
F 

First Indian Non-Proliferation 
debate, 113 

Five Point Peace Plan for Tibet, 65 
Forcible Occupation of Tibet, 40 
Foreign instrusion, 121 
Four ‘Golden Rules’ of Guerilla 
Warfare by Mao-Tse-Tung, 119 

H 

Humanity, 1,23,24,44,73 
Heritage, 1,10,19 
History, 10,20,44 
Hiroshima, 37,80,97 
High Attitude, 1,54 






162 


I 

India’s Tarapur Atomic Plant, 113 
Indian Nuclear Programme, 112 
International Conference of Nuclear 
Physics at Copen hagen in 1936, 
111 

Institute of Atomic Energy, 47 
Imperialism, 23,31,32,33 
Invasion and Occupation of Tibet, 
32,90 

Identity, 1,7,27 

International Commission of Jurists 
Legal Enquiry Committee on 
Tibet, 5,6 
Idcography, 3 

K 

King of Expounding Buddhism, 27 
Kokonor Nuclear Weapons Centre, 
47 

Kokonor Lake, 82 
L 

Literacy, 3 

M 

Multipolar military Environment, 31 
Me Mahon Line, 109 
Major repository of important 
minerals, 44 
Moral values, 11 

Military Assistance Pact with Russia 
signed by Mao-Tse-Tung, 119 

N 

Nuclear Proliferation, 25,28 
Nuclear Posture, 24 
Nuclear energy, 38,39,40,78 
Nuclear Tests, 24, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 
40,47 

Nuclear disaster, 28 
Nuclear Bomb, 23,42,47,112 
Non-violence, 19,23,24,73 
Nuclear Explosive, 38 
Nuclear Buffer State, 114 
Nuclear Atomic energy, 38 
Nuclear Missile site, 41 
Ninth Academy, 41, 47, 54, 80, 81, 
82, 83 

Nuclear Uranium, 38,40 


Toxic Tibet Under Nuclear China 

* Nuclear waste disposal facilities to 

others countries, 81 
Nuclear waste, 19,78,82 
Non-violence, 24,65,67,73 
Nuclear weapons, 19, 24, 25, 26, 28, 
29,40,42, 47,84,124 
Nuclear assistance, 24 
Nuclear weapons development 
programme, 47 
Non-nuclear countries, 113 
Non-prolifesation Treaty, 28 
Norbulingka Lake, 70,71 
Non-nuclear testing techniques 
Nuclear resources, 43 

O 

Over population and its after affects, 
53 

P 

Population, 27, 54, 55, 56, 58, 59, 73, 
126,128 

Population growth rale, 54,56 
Priests, 27 

Policy on Nuclear disarmament, 29 
Poisoning of water & air by Toxic 
Chemical water, 30,125 
Panchsheel, 30,125 
Practice of population transfer, 26, 
58 

Population transfer policies of 
Chinese Govt., 58,91 
Plutonium, 38 

Proclamation of Independence on 
Feb., 13,1913,24 
Population Transfer, 58,26,59 

R 

Revolution in China in 191 i, 24 
Roof of the world, 3, 18, 20, 21, 31, 
42 65 94 

Religion, 2, 4,5, 7,12,15, 19, 26, 27, 
76,126 

Report released by International 
compaign for Tibet, 19 
Richest deposit of uranium, 43 
Radio-active waste disposal centre, 
78 

S 

Siro-Soviet Joint Ventures, 108 
Second class citizens, 28,53,57 


Index 


163 


Second world war, 31 
Seventeen Point Agreement, 21 
Social Code of Behaviour, 12 
Secular, 4 
Separate entity, 1 

T 

Tass Report 3rd July, 1982,42 
Tibetan Land-Nuclear Waste dump, 
42 

The dimping of nuclear waster in 
Tibet, 44,121 
The Chinese nuclear, 48 
Test of Oct. 64,47 

Tibet—Store house of nuclear and 
other waste, 54 

The Dumping Nuclear waste directly 
into lakes, 81 

The chang Thang Reserve, 31,68 
Traditional Tibetans economic and 
religion value systems, 65,92 
Tibet’s wild animals, 15,16 
Tibet’s natural resources in total 
disregard of environment 
XIII Dalai Lama’s General decree, 
75 

Traditional Tibetan Economic and 
Religious value systems, 65,66 
The Ninth Academy, 41,47,81 
Twcntyninc principles of Bishnoi 
religion, 72 


The united Nations World 
Conference on Human Rights, 
20 

Three Mile Island, 99,100 
Thermal Radiation, 101 
Tibet’s legal status, 5 
Tantrik Buddhism, 3 

U 

Ukraine Academy of Scientists. 99 
Uniter Nations Resolution 1965,6 
Uranium, 18, 19, 26, 37, 38. 39, 40, 
43,44, 47,78,85,127 
United Nations Conference on 
World Environment, 17 
Underground Nuclear Test by 
China, 24 

U.N. Committee on the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination in 
1990,58 

Uranium mining, 40,77 
V 

Valence Theory, 39 
W 

War Heads, 24,25,30,41,48,102 
Wisdom, 127 





/ 


t 





M. G. Chltkara, Vice Chairman, H.P. State 
Administrative Tribunal, had remained as 
Advocate General, Himachal Pradesh Hiqh 

M°u[ t c B D rn / o n , September 22 - 1 932 at Bannu 

N. W.F.P. (Pakistan). His other selected 
works are: Law and Poor; Lok Adalat; Bu¬ 
reaucracy and Social Change; Indo-Pak 
Amity : A New Concept; Tibet : A Reality- 
Toxic Tibet Under Nuclear China; Kashmir 
Imbroglio : Diagnosis and Remedy; Reincar¬ 
nation Theory and Dalai Lamas of Tibet; 
Thought Environment in Buddhist Philoso¬ 
phy; World Peace Sanctuary (Nepal and 
Tibet); Human Rights : Commitment and 
Betrayal. 


Rs. 300 



BOOKS OF SIMILAR INTEREST 


Freedom of Speech and Assembly and Public 
Order: S K Ghosh 
Indian Police Today : Sankar Sen 
Kashmir Politics: Problems and Prospects: 

Gull Mohd. Wani and Nasir A. Naqash 
Reflections on Kashmir Politics : Gull Mohd. 

Wani and Nasir A Naqashi 
Suicide : Problems and Remedies: 

Shamim Aleem 

Terrorism: World Under Siege : S K Ghosh 
Torture and Rape in Police Custody : 

S K Ghosh 

Encyclopaedia of Police in India (Vol. I) : 

S K Ghosh and K F Rustamji 
Encyclopaedia of Police in India (Vol. II) 

(2 parts) : S K Ghosh and K F Rustamji 
Victimology in India : V N Rajan 
Work Culture in Police Administration: 

Sunita Singh Sengupta 
The Betrayal of the Police: S K Ghosh 
Police and Social Change in India : Rashmi 
Mishra and S Mohanty 
Police Administrators : Reminiscences : 

S K Ghosh 

Commissions of Inquiry : Practice and 
Principle : J Sharma Sarkar 
Communal Riots in India : Jitendra Narayan 
Communal Riots in India : Meet the 
Challenge unitedly : S K Ghosh 
Criminology, Victimology and Corrections : V V 
Devasia & Leelama Devasia 
Crimes and Criminals (A Socio-Economic 
Survey) : S Mohanty 
Women and Crime : S K Ghosh 
Fair Sex in Unfair Society (Women and 
Crime) : Asha Mathew 
Indian Mafia : S K Ghosh 
The Politics of Violence (Dawn of a Dangerous 
Era) : S K Ghosh 


Rs. 

350 

Rs. 

400 

Rs. 

250 

Rs. 

150 

Rs. 

200 

Rs. 

700 

Rs. 

200 

Rs. 

700 

Rs.' 

1900 

Rs. 

400 

Rs. 

400 

Rs. 

150 

Rs. 

300 

Rs. 

150 

Rs. 

100 

Rs. 

250 

Rs. 

150 

Rs. 

300 

Rs. 

150 

Rs. 

250 

Rs. 

300 

Rs. 

100 

Rs. 

200 



APH PUBLISHING CORPORATION 

5, Ansari Road, Darya Ganj 
New Delhi-110 002 



